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west of Le Muy in the vicinity of La 
Motte, but about a third of the battal- 
ion’s paratroopers found themselves 
on rising ground east and northeast 
of the town. The 3d Battalion of the 
517th dropped along an east- west line 
almost six miles long and about 
twelve to fourteen miles northeast of 
Le Muy, while approximately a bat- 
tery of the regiment’s 460th Para- 
chute Field Artillery Battalion landed 
in rising ground just northwest of 
Frejus, some twelve miles southeast 
of its assigned drop zone. Still others 
were blown far and wide in ones and 
twos and, outside of a few that landed 
in the ocean, many had difficulty later 
reconstructing exactly where they had 
first touched down. 

With two of its three pathfinder 
teams operating their ground radar 
sets to mark the drop zones, the Brit- 
ish 2d Independent Parachute Bri- 
gade did a little better. Starting the 
assault about 0450, half of the 4th 
Parachute Battalion, one company of 
the 5th Parachute Battalion, and the 
bulk of the 6th Parachute Battalion, 
totaling something less than two- 
thirds of the brigade, landed in cor- 
rect drop zones. Most of the remain- 
ing paratroopers were scattered over 
a wide area roughly nine miles north- 
east and northwest of Le Muy. 

Once on the ground the paratroop- 
ers tried to regroup as quickly as 



possible. Most of the 1st and 2d Bat- 
talions, 517th Parachute Infantry, 
managed to reach their assigned as- 
sembly areas shortly after dawn on 15 
August, and the British troops who 
had landed near Callas marched to 
their proper area later in the morn- 
ing. But the bulk of the American and 
British troopers who had landed out- 
side of the immediate Le Muy area 
were unable to join their parent units 
until D plus 1, and the 1st Airborne 
Task Force did not collect the last 
scattered elements of the parachute 
drop until D plus 5. A later count re- 
vealed that less than 40 percent of the 
paratroopers of the predawn lifts 
landed in the assigned drop zones, 
and by 0600, as dawn arrived, only 
about 60 percent of the men of the 
first parachute lifts had been assem- 
bled in the Le Muy area. 9 

Follow-up parachute and glider 
landings were scheduled to start at 
0815 on 15 August, when gliders were 
to bring in artillery and antitank units 
of the 2d Independent Parachute Bri- 
gade. But fog still blanketed the land- 
ing areas north of Le Muy when the 
planes towing the brigade’s gliders ar- 
rived. The aircraft, without cutting 
their tows, thereupon turned back to 
their Rome area airfields; ultimately 
they returned to release the gliders in 
the Le Muy area about 1800. The land- 
ings of other gliders carrying elements 
of the 1st Airborne Task Force head- 
quarters and support troops were de- 
layed about an hour, and did not start 
until about 0930. The 1st Battalion, 



9 The situation described here contrasts with the 
statement in AAF III, p. 428, that only 20 of the 
nearly 400 aircraft assigned to the parachute oper- 
ation missed the proper drop zones by “an appre- 
ciable distance.” 





American and British Paratroopers Take a Short Break, D-day 1944. 



551st Parachute Infantry, jumped with- 
out incident into the 517th regiment’s 
drop zone beginning at 1810, as 
planned, while the 550th Infantry Air- 
borne Battalion came in via gliders at 
1830, also on schedule. Other units 
that came in by glider late in the day — 
such as the 602d Glider Field Artillery 
Battalion — likewise landed on or near 
schedule. 

The Germans had planted anti- 
glider obstacles throughout much of 
the Le Muy area, mostly using stakes 
about twelve feet tall and six inches 
thick, dug at least two feet into the 
ground. In some cases these sticks, 
deliberately sunk shallow and loose 
by French workers, served mainly as 
breaking power for the gliders, but in 
most instances the stakes snapped off 



the gliders’ wings, caused ground 
loops, and otherwise made a sham 
bles of the glider landing zones. More 
trouble stemmed from the fact that 
the first gliders to arrive set down in 
the best and clearest areas instead of 
in their assigned zones; as later 
groups arrived, they found the best 
spots already packed with grounded 
gliders, thus forcing the pilots to 
select less desirable, rougher areas. In 
the end, only 50 of some 400 gliders 
used in the airborne operation were 
salvageable. Fortunately, damage to 
cargo and passengers was minimal — 
only about 80 incapacitating casual- 
ties among the paratroopers and 
about 150 among the troops who 
came in by glider, not counting 16 
glider pilots killed and 37 injured. 
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The total of about 230 jump and 
glider casualties represented only 2.5 
percent of the nearly 9,000 airborne 
troops who arrived in southern 
France on D-day. Thus by 1900 on 
the 15th, D-day evening, about 90 
percent of the troops and equipment 
borne by gliders were ready for 
action. 

Fortunately for the paratroopers 
who landed early, German resistance 
was light, and, except in Le Muy 
proper, the troopers experienced only 
a few minor skirmishes as they moved 
to assembly areas and objectives. By 
the time German reinforcements 
began to trickle in late in the day, the 
paratroopers had secured high ground 
along both sides of the Argens River 
east of Le Muy, had occupied hills 
overlooking the Toulon-St. Raphael 
corridor in the vicinity of Les Arcs, five 
miles west of Le Muy, and had cleared 
several small towns of German troops. 
A formal juncture with the main 
ground forces began that night about 
2030 when troops of the 509th Para- 
chute Battalion met a patrol from the 
45th Division’s reconnaissance troop. 

Le Muy itself remained in German 
hands for the time being. The com- 
mander of the 2d Independent Para- 
chute Brigade judged that the scat- 
tered drop, together with the initial 
failure of the gliders to land his artil- 
lery and antitank weapons, left him 
insufficient strength to launch an 
attack against what appeared to be a 
strongly defended town. However, 
except for the seizure of Le Muy, the 
1st Airborne Task Force had executed 
its D-day missions, establishing strong 
blocking positions along the Argens 
valley and further isolating the beach 
area. The scattered parachute drop 



had not appreciably affected the 1st 
Airborne Task Force’s operations and 
may, on the contrary, have created di- 
versions that helped confuse the 
German reaction to both the airborne 
and amphibious assaults. 

Complementing the air, naval, 
guerrilla, commando, and parachute 
operations was a series of widespread 
deception efforts associated with 
almost every aspect of Anvil. For ex- 
ample, in the weeks immediately pre- 
ceding the invasion, the OSS and FFI 
had established dummy broadcast cir- 
cuits and inserted an ever-increasing 
stream of false messages into their 
radio nets to mislead any German lis- 
teners regarding the focus of the 
Allied intelligence-gathering effort, 
thereby concealing the general land- 
ing area. The air attacks that were 
spread out along the coasts of south- 
ern France and northwestern Italy 
served the same purpose. On the eve 
of D-day, the Allies also arranged for 
the appearance of dummy, booby- 
trapped paratroopers, air-released 
strips of tin foil, and paraded a small 
boat flotilla past Marseille to simulate 
an invasion. To the east, another 
mock invasion fleet by U.S. Navy PT 
boats and other small craft led by Lt. 
Cmdr. Douglas E. Fairbanks (USNR), 
a well-known American cinema star, 
steered past Genoa and caused a 
ruckus near Cannes. However, al- 
though Radio Berlin later announced 
that the German garrison at Marseille 
had repulsed a major Allied invasion, 
neither the German radar operators 
nor the German commanders were 
taken in by these last-minute ruses. 10 



10 See Morison, The Invasion of France and Germany, 
pp. 249-50; Casey MS, pp. 2-3. 
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The First German Reactions 

For the Germans, the first confir- 
mation that a major Allied assault was 
imminent came about 2330 on 14 
August, when ships of the Western 
Naval Task Force bombarded shore 
installations in the Marseille area, and 
MAAF planes began dropping dummy 
parachutists in the same region. 11 
Nineteenth Army staff officers first 
thought that the main Allied assault 
might come over beaches in the vicin- 
ity of Marseille, but the diversionary 
operations deceived the Germans for 
less than an hour. Next, reports fil- 
tered into the Nineteenth Army head- 
quarters that attempted Allied land- 
ings at Cape Negre and on the 
Hyeres Islands had been repulsed. 
However, not until 0600 on the 15th 
did coastal defense units report that 
Allied troops were actually ashore on 
the mainland, and even these mes- 
sages noted only that German forces 
were containing assault forces at Cape 
Negre. 12 

German intelligence regarding the 
airborne assault was not much better. 
News of the approach of troop carrier 
aircraft reached Nineteenth Army head- 
quarters at Avignon and Army Group G 
at Toulouse about 0430 on the 15th 
from OB Southwest in Italy, and pre- 
liminary reports concerning parachute 



11 This section is based primarily on von Lutti- 
chau, “German Operations,” chs. 9 and 10. 

12 Times given in German sources are an hour 
later than those used in this text. In August the 
Germans operated on Zone A time, Central Europe- 
an Standard Time or British single daylight saving 
time, while the Allies operated on Zone B time, 
British double daylight saving time. The time differ- 
ence sometimes causes confusion, but insofar as 
possible the text transliterates German times into 
the Allied clock. 



drops near Le Muy began arriving at 
Avignon around 0600. Meanwhile, 
both wire and radio communications 
began breaking down throughout the 
Nineteenth Army’s area, and General 
Wiese, the army commander, contin- 
ued to receive most of his informa- 
tion about the airborne operation 
through OB Southwest channels. Not 
until nearly 1030 on D-day did Wiese 
obtain local confirmation of the air 
drop. 

One major reason for the delay was 
that the 1st Airborne Task Force had, 
as an unexpected consequence of its 
scattered drop, isolated General Neul- 
ing’s LXII Corps headquarters at Dra- 
guignan, seven miles northwest of Le 
Muy, and the paratroopers had cut all 
wire communications within sight. As 
a result, Neuling soon lost contact 
with both Nineteenth Army and his two 
infantry divisions, although apparent- 
ly he was able to direct the 148th In- 
fantry Division to start its reserves 
toward Le Muy before his headquar- 
ters was completely cut off. Had 
Neuling carried out the Nineteenth 
Army’s orders of 13 August to move 
the division’s reserves into the Argens 
valley between Le Muy and St. Raph- 
ael, the task of the airborne force 
might have been much tougher. 

Communications were much the 
same at Army Group G headquarters. 
Shortly after 0800 on the 15th the 
telephone lines between Army Group G 
at Toulouse and Nineteenth Army at 
Avignon went out, probably as the 
result of FFI sabotage. Radio commu- 
nications between the two headquar- 
ters were also unsatisfactory during 
the day, and most of the information 
that General Blaskowitz, commanding 
Army Group G, obtained on the 15th 
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actually came from OB West headquar- 
ters near Paris, relayed there from the 
coastal area through German naval 
communications. 

Out of touch with both Army Group 
G and the LXII Corps , General Wiese 
of Nineteenth Army had to act quickly 
and independently. Before the sun 
was well up, he had decided that the 
main threat lay in the Le Muy-St. 
Raphael region. The Allied airhead at 
Le Muy would make it relatively easy 
for Allied ground units to push inland 
from likely assault beaches in the 
Frejus-St. Raphael area, and would 
severely hamper his ability to assem- 
ble blocking or counterattacking 
forces in the Toulon-St. Raphael 
(Argens River) corridor just north of 
the Maures massif. Accordingly, 
Wiese’s first priority was to find and 
assemble enough forces to clear the 
paratroopers from Le Muy as rapidly 
as possible. 

Early on the morning of the 15th, 
Maj. Gen. Richard von Schwerin, 
commanding the 189th Infantry Divi- 
sion , had arrived at the 338th Infantry 
Division headquarters in Arles, on the 
Rhone River some twenty miles south 
of Avignon. A few days earlier, when 
the 338th Division was still scheduled 
to redeploy to Normandy, Nineteenth 
Army had directed the 189th Division 
to take over the 338th' s sector astride 
the Rhone delta and to assume con- 
trol of the 933d Grenadiers , 244th In- 
fantry Division , which was moving into 
that portion of the 338th' s sector ex- 
tending from the Rhone east to the 
vicinity of Marseille. News of the inva- 
sion prompted OB West to cancel the 
338th Divisions redeployment north- 
ward, an action that enabled Wiese to 
hand von Schwerin the task of com- 



manding the Nineteenth Army's coun- 
terattack forces. About 0900 von 
Schwerin moved to the LXXXV Corps 
command post about fifteen miles 
east of Avignon (and about seventy- 
five miles west of Le Muy), with 
orders to take command of a provi- 
sional division that Wiese was trying 
to assemble for the effort. 

The provisional organization was to 
consist of the 189th Division headquar- 
ters (von Schwerin’s original com- 
mand); an understrength regimental 
combat team built around the 932d 
Grenadiers of the 244th Division ; the 
headquarters of the 189th Division's 
15th Grenadiers , controlling a total of 
three infantry battalions from the 189th 
and 338th Divisions ; the 198th Division's 
305th Grenadiers , which was still west of 
the Rhone; and, for artillery, the 
Luftwaffe's 18th Flak Regiment. Wiese di- 
rected von Schwerin to assemble and 
take charge of all or any of these units 
that were immediately available and 
mount a counterattack toward Le Muy 
from the vicinity of Vidauban, in the 
Toulon-St. Raphael corridor about 
eight miles southwest of Le Muy, in 
order to destroy the Allied airhead and 
to assist the presumably trapped LXII 
Corps forces at Draguignan. 

The first unit von Schwerin could 
find was the regimental headquarters 
of the 15th Grenadiers , which had ar- 
rived from west of the Rhone during 
the morning. He quickly dispatched 
the unit sixty-five miles farther west 
to Le Luc, some six miles west of Vi- 
dauban, to act as an assembly control 
command. He then drove on to Vi- 
dauban himself, where he found a few 
service troops of the 242d Division as 
well as headquarters personnel of the 
18th Flak Regiment , but no firing bat- 
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teries. Moving on to Le Luc, he found 
that the command elements of the 
932d Grenadiers had arrived, but the 
unit’s infantry battalions were still 
straggling eastward. It was now mid- 
afternoon and the only effective 
combat unit von Schwerin had under 
his command in the forward area was 
the assault company from his own di- 
vision headquarters. 

Meanwhile, events had moved so 
rapidly that the Nineteenth Army was 
about to change von Schwerin’s 
orders. Wiese had learned that for the 
time being the LXII Corps headquar- 
ters was safe at Draguignan. However, 
his fear of a quick thrust up the 
Argens valley toward Le Muy by 
Allied troops now known to have 
landed near St. Raphael was becom- 
ing more pressing. Wiese thus direct- 
ed von Schwerin to ignore Draguig- 
nan, and instead to push through the 
Allied paratroopers around Le Muy 
and then sweep down the Argens 
valley to turn back into the sea what- 
ever Allied forces might have landed 
in the Frejus-St. Raphael region. 

By the time von Schwerin had re- 
ceived and digested these orders, 
dusk was upon him, and the only ad- 
ditional combat strength that he had 
been able to assemble near Vidauban 
were parts of two battalions of the 
932d Grenadiers. With little more than 
the equivalent of a disorganized regi- 
ment at his disposal, von Schwerin 
decided to ignore Wiese’s new direc- 
tive and continue preparing for an 
attack toward Le Muy and ultimately 
Draguignan to relieve the LXII Corps 
headquarters. 



About the same time that von 
Schwerin started to go off on his own, 
the 148th Division , evidently having 
received new orders from either the 
LXII Corps or the Nineteenth Army , fi- 
nally began moving a force equivalent 
to an infantry battalion (probably part 
of Regiment Kessler) toward Draguig- 
nan. Near Fayence, twelve miles 
northeast of Le Muy, the 148th Divi- 
sion s unit ran intp trouble when it 
was halted by strong elements of the 
FFI, reinforced by British paratroop- 
ers who had landed in the Fayence 
area by mistake. 

In the end, all German attempts on 
15 August to mount a counterattack 
against the landing area failed and, 
for at least the first day, the Allied 
beaches appeared safe from outside 
interference. In the interior, the 
Allied deception operations, the air 
attacks against the Rhone bridges, 
and continued FFI operations against 
German communications made a 
quick response to the initial Allied air 
and sea assault difficult. Closer to the 
beachhead area, the French comman- 
dos and the American and British 
paratroopers had positioned them- 
selves astride the main avenues of ap- 
proach leading to the landing beaches 
from the west, effectively isolating the 
beachline. Meanwhile the main assault 
force, which had started ashore over 
the Cape Cavalaire-Antheor Cove 
beaches about 0800 on 15 August, 
was encountering unexpectedly weak 
opposition and had begun to pene- 
trate inland faster and with greater 
strength than most planners had ever 
dared to hope. 




CHAPTER VII 



The Anvil Beachhead 



On the transport and fire support 
ships offshore, first light on 15 
August revealed a clear, calm Medi- 
terranean day. Although cool at first, 
variable light surface breezes prom- 
ised that temperatures ashore would 
rise sharply during the morning. 
Coastward, a bank of mist, thickening 
inland into the fog that had helped 
scatter the paratroopers, partially ob- 
scured the beaches, leaving only the 
forbidding peaks of the Maures and 
the Esterel clearly visible. As the fog 
began to dissipate after sunrise at 
0638, smoke and dust from air and 
naval bombardment continued to 
keep the coastline hazy, and visibility 
dropped to as little as fifty yards off 
several assault beaches for a while. 
Despite all the information supplied 
by the vast Allied intelligence effort, 
no one could be certain of what 
German defenses were hidden by that 
late summer veil. 1 



x The principal sources for coverage of U.S. Army 
operations in this chapter are the official records of 
HQ. VI Corps and the 3d, 36th, and 45th Infantry 
Divisions and their component or attached units. 
Naval source materials include the WNTF Rpt 
Southern France; N-2 Section, Eighth Fleet, Survey 
of Assault Beaches, Invasion of Southern France; 
and the AARs of TF 84, TG 84.1, TF 85, TU 85.15, 
TG 85.6, TG 85.7, and TF 87. Information on 
German activities derives mainly from von Lutti- 
chau, “German Operations,” ch. 9. 



The 3d Division Lands 



The first objective of the 3d Infan- 
try Division was to secure the squat 
St. Tropez peninsula on the left, or 
southwest ern, sect ion of the Anvil 
beachline | (Map 6j] The area was de- 
fended by the fourth, or Ost, battalion 
of the 765th Grenadier Regiment {24 2d 
Division), supported by two field artil- 
lery battalions and one coast artillery 
battery. Seventh Army planners had 
chosen two beaches for the 3d Divi- 
sion’s assault: one on the southern 
base of the peninsula off Cavalaire 
Bay, and a second at the head of the 
peninsula just south of St. Tropez. 
Temporarily, the northern side of the 
peninsula, including the narrow St. 
Tropez gulf, would be avoided. 

The 3d Division’s southernmost 
beach was Alpha Red, located on the 
shores of Cavalaire Bay. The landing 
area consisted of low, mostly bare 
sand dunes backed by a narrow band 
of pines twenty to thirty yards deep. 
The coastal road, N-559, 2 lay beyond 



2 During the period covered by this volume, main 
French highways and roads had two designations, N 
for National and D for Departmental. The N high- 
ways correspond roughly to U.S. interstate highways 
and the D roads to state routes. Other classifications 
for lesser roads existed, but are rarely used in this 
work. 
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the pines, while the narrow-gauge 
railroad that skirted the coast ran par- 
allel to N-559, swinging inland near 
the center of Alpha Red. Cultivated 
fields lay beyond the eastern half of 
the beach; and on the west, rocky, 
pine-clad foothills rose just inland. 
On the left, Route N-559 passed by 
the resort town of Cavalaire-sur-Mer 
and wound south and southwest 
along the coastal hills to Cape Negre, 
six miles away; on the right, the coast- 
al route turned north at the eastern 
edge of the beach, cutting through 
the lightly wooded, low hills along the 
inland base of the St. Tropez penin- 
sula for about six miles to the oppo- 
site side of the cape. 

About six miles northeast of Alpha 
Red, at the end of the peninsula, lay 
the 3d Division’s other assault beach, 
Alpha Yellow. The landing area of- 
fered over two good miles of excel- 
lent beach on which the entire 3d Di- 
vision could easily have landed. But 
exits were poor. A narrow, one-lane 
road that might not hold up under 
heavy military traffic led north to St. 
Tropez, and there was no direct route 
west across the peninsula to Route 
N-559. 

Alpha Red was the assault beach 
for the 3d Division’s 7th Infantry regi- 
ment. The regimental left was to 
drive inland about two miles to secure 
dominant high ground and then push 
southwestward along the coast via 
N-559 toward Cape Negre. The 
center was to advance north along N- 
599 to the junction with Route N-98 
and be prepared to move southwest 
into the interior along N-98 about 
eight miles to La Mole. The right was 
to probe into the St. Tropez penin- 
sula. The 30th Infantry was to follow 



the 7th Infantry ashore at 0900 and 
advance north across the base of the 
peninsula to secure Cogolin, a road 
junction town on N-98, about three 
miles inland from the head of St. 
Tropez gulf. Subsequently the 30th 
Infantry was to push westward along 
a third-class road toward Collo- 
brieres, about fifteen miles northwest 
of Alpha Red and in the heart of the 
Maures massif. To the 15th Infantry, 
landing at Alpha Yellow, fell the tasks 
of clearing the peninsula and seizing 
St. Tropez. These missions complet- 
ed, the 15th was to assemble in re- 
serve near Cogolin. 

Air and naval bombardment took 
place generally as planned at both 
Alpha Red and Yellow, while mine- 
sweepers efficiently accomplished 
their tasks. About 0715 Apex craft — 
radio-controlled LCVPs loaded with 
high explosives — started shoreward at 
Alpha Red. Some hit concrete tetra- 
hedrons armed with mines, thereby 
opening channels through these off- 
shore obstacles; others went on to 
detonate on the beach, exploding 
mines. Preceded by twenty-one 
rocket-equipped landing craft, the 
leading assault wave at Alpha Red 
started shoreward about 0630. The 
rockets blasted the shoreline between 
0750 and 0756, and were quickly fol- 
lowed by the first troops and several 
DD tanks. One tank hit a mine and 
sank, as did two LCVPs carrying men 
of the 2d Battalion, 7th Infantry, re- 
sulting in sixty casualties. Later waves 
landed generally according to sched- 
ule, although mines, both offshore 
and on the beach, damaged a few ad- 
ditional craft and forced landing con- 
trol officers to close the right flank of 
the beach for some time. The 30th 
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Infantry started ashore at 0920, 
twenty minutes late, but by 1015 the 
regiment and most of the artillery 
scheduled for Alpha Red were ashore. 
General O’Daniel, commanding the 
3d Division, came ashore at Alpha 
Red about 1045. 

Opposition at the beach was negli- 
gible, but inland the 7th Infantry 
came under small-arms, machine-gun, 
and mortar fire from elements of the 
242d Division. During the morning the 
most stubborn opposition centered at 
Cavalaire-sur-Mer and nearby Cape 
Cavalaire, but the 3d Battalion, 7th 
Infantry, cleared the area by 1030. 
Accompanied by tanks and tank de- 
stroyers, the battalion continued west 
astride Route N-599 toward the area 
held by the French African Comman- 
do Group. Picking up part of the 
French unit, the 3d Battalion probed 
onward until dusk, halting before a 
German strongpoint at Layet Point, a 
mile southwest of Cape Negre and 
over seven miles southwest of Alpha 
Red. 

In the center the 1st Battalion, 7th 
Infantry, struck out from Alpha Red 
sometime around noon, pushing 
northwest over rugged coastal foot- 
hills of the Maures to reach Route 
N-98, a mile east of La Mole, at 1630. 
On the right the 2d Battalion, en- 
countering scattered resistance, 
moved north along N-559, marched 
into Cogolin during the afternoon, 
and then advanced southwest along 
Route N-98. Both 7th Infantry battal- 
ions joined the French commandos, 
who had already cleared La Mole, and 
moved into the town at dark. 

The 30th Infantry, driving rapidly 
north from Alpha Red behind the 
7th, cut across the base of the penin- 



sula to the head of the St. Tropez 
gulf, where it joined elements of both 
the 3d Division’s 15th regiment and 
units of the 45th Division. The 3d 
Battalion, 30th Infantry, passed 
through Cogolin about 1400 and then 
struck west for Collobrieres, which 
fell at 2000, fully twenty-four hours 
earlier than had been expected. The 
rest of the 30th Infantry started 
northwest across the Maures from 
Cogolin about 1700; by nightfall lead- 
ing elements were scarcely five miles 
short of Le Luc, at the center of the 
Toulon-St. Raphael corridor. 

The 15th Infantry’s assault at Alpha 
Yellow, executed on schedule, fol- 
lowed the pattern at Alpha Red. 
Again mines rather than German fire 
caused the few casualties suffered. Ost 
troops of the 242d Division , stunned 
by the air and naval bombardment, 
surrendered at the earliest opportuni- 
ty. The 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry, 
struck directly inland and by 1400 se- 
cured the high ground in the center 
of the St. Tropez peninsula, overrun- 
ning a German strongpoint in the 
process and suffering eight casualties 
while capturing forty prisoners. 3 

On the right, the 3d Battalion, de- 
layed by skirmishes with withdrawing 
troops of the 24 2d Division , reached 
St. Tropez about 1500 to find that 
misdropped troopers of the 509th 
Parachute Infantry Battalion, aided by 
the FFI, had already cleared most of 
the town. Remaining resistance was 
centered at the Citadel, a medieval 
fortress on the eastern outskirts of St. 
Tropez. But before the 15th Infantry 



3 For action at this strongpoint, the much-decorat- 
ed Audie L. Murphy, then a staff sergeant, received 
the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC). 
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could organize a concerted attack, the 
paratroopers induced the small 
German garrison of sixty-seven men 
to surrender. 

The 2d Battalion followed the rest 
of the 15th Infantry ashore, marched 
overland to the St. Tropez area, and 
joined elements of the 30th Infantry 
and the 45th Division. Meanwhile, pa- 
trols of the 15th Infantry, aided by 
the 3d Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Troop, cleaned out bypassed portions 
of the St. Tropez peninsula. By dark 
the 15th Infantry was assembling at 
Cogolin in division reserve. 

The Assault in the Center 

The 45th Division’s Delta beaches 
lay along the shores of Bougnon Bay, 
about eight miles north of Alpha 
Yellow and across the mouth of the 
St. Tropez gulf. The division’s land- 
ing areas were again defended by 
only a single battalion, the 1st Battal- 
ion of the 765th Grenadiers , backed by 
one field artillery battalion and one 
naval battery. Delta Red, southern- 
most of the Delta beaches, was locat- 
ed about a mile and a half north of 
Ste. Maxime, and the others, Green, 
Yellow, and Blue, were a few miles 
farther up the coast, separated by 
500- to 1,000-yard stretches of less 
hospitable shoreline. Behind the 
beaches, Route N-98, hugging the 
coastal contours, pointed the way 
southwest to Ste. Maxime and north- 
ward to St. Raphael. Rising, cultivated 
slopes led inland for about half a mile 
before giving way to the steeper, 
wooded hills of the Maures. 

No offshore obstacles existed at the 
Delta beaches, and the preassault air 
and naval bombardment had already 



destroyed much of the artillery the 
Germans had emplaced to defend the 
area. On the morning of D-day, only 
one 75-mm. gun fired a few ineffec- 
tive rounds at landing craft before an 
American destroyer silenced the 
piece. Three 81 -mm. mortars on 
Cape Sardineaux let go about sixty 
rounds before they too were de- 
stroyed, while a 20-mm. automatic 
cannon at the northeastern limit of 
Bougnon Bay fired ineffectively for 
some time. Other German weapons in 
the area were in firing condition on 
D-day, but the weight of the air and 
naval bombardment, together with 
last-minute rocket barrages, discour- 
aged the crews. In the end, most of 
the defenders at gun emplacements 
and other strongpoints in the Delta 
beach region readily surrendered to 
45th Division troops. 

At Delta Red and Delta Green a 
few rounds of mortar fire and some 
small-arms fire harassed the 157th In- 
fantry’s leading wave, which went 
ashore at 0802. The 3d Battalion 
swung southwest from Delta Red 
along Route N-98 toward Ste. 
Maxime, encountering only weak, 
scattered opposition in the area. At 
Ste. Maxime resistance was more de- 
termined, and the battalion had to 
call on naval gunfire support before 
securing the town about 1530. Then, 
led by a platoon of light tanks from 
the 117th Cavalry Squadron, the bat- 
talion moved on to the southwest, 
halting at dusk along the western 
shore of the St. Tropez gulf after 
meeting troops from the 3d Division. 

The 1st Battalion, 157th Infantry, 
landed unopposed at Delta Green and 
advanced generally through the 
Maures along a stream valley to Plan 
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de la Tour, about five miles inland 
from Ste. Maxime. The 2d Battalion 
followed the 3d ashore over Delta 
Red and moved without opposition 
onto high ground some three or four 
miles west and southwest of Ste. 
Maxime. 

In the 45th Division’s center, the 
2d Battalion, 180th Infantry, started 
ashore at Delta Yellow about 0758, 
encountered negligible resistance, 
and at dusk was in control of high 
ground four miles northwest of its 
beach, pushing deeper into the 
Maures. At Delta Blue on the right 
the 1st Battalion encountered little 
opposition (although land mines dis- 
abled four DD tanks), but ran into in- 
creasingly stubborn resistance as it 
swung north along Route N-98. By 
dusk the main body was scarcely a 
mile and a half beyond Delta Blue, al- 
though other elements, having 
marched over hills just inland, had 
reached N-98 a mile and a half far- 
ther north. During the evening, pa- 
trols probed northward to St. Aygulf, 
four miles north along Route N-98 
from Delta Blue, and found well-de- 
fended German strongpoints at the 
southern edge of town. 

The 3d Battalion, 180th Infantry, 
drove due north and inland from 
Delta Blue, following a poor road 
over rough, semiforested hills. The 
battalion ran into strong resistance 
from elements of the 242d Division 
and at dark was still maneuvering to 
clear high ground about two miles 
north of Delta Blue. Late in the after- 
noon a platoon of the 45th Recon- 
naissance Troop struck northward 
from Ste. Maxime along a third-class 
road (D-25) that led to Le Muy, 
twelve miles away. It was this platoon 



that, about 2030, met elements of the 
509th Parachute Infantry Battalion 
south of Le Muy. The 45th Division 
had not required the services of its 
third regiment, the 179th Infantry, on 
D-day, and the unit landed without 
incident to assemble in reserve near 
Ste. Maxime. 

The 36th Division on the Right 

As fortune would have it, the Ger- 
mans had concentrated most of their 
defenses in the area to be assaulted 
by the “hard luck” 36th Division. The 
short stretch of coastline between the 
mouth of the Argens River north to 
Antheor Cove was defended by the 
765th Grenadier Regiment's 2d Battalion , 
backed by a field artillery battalion, a 
naval battery, and the 1038th Antitank 
Battalion. The area included the small 
port of St. Raphael and, slightly 
inland, the town of Frejus. In addi- 
tion, the 3d Battalion, 765th Grenadiers , 
was in reserve in the Frejus region, 
and the fourth, or Ost, battalion of the 
239th Grenadiers ( 148th Division) held 
the area north of Antheor Cove for 
six miles to Theoule-sur-Mer. 

The primary beach of the 36th Di- 
vision was Camel Green, where the 
2d and 3d Battalions of the 141st In- 
fantry, 36th Division, were scheduled 
to land. Situated a little over three 
miles east of St. Raphael, the landing 
area was backed by a steep embank- 
ment on top of which ran Route N-98 
and the main-line, standard-gauge 
railroad, which emerged from the 
Toulon-St. Raphael corridor at St. 
Raphael to continue along the coast 
toward Cannes and Nice. Beyond the 
embankment were stone quarries cut 
deep into the sharply rising, scrub- 
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covered hills of the Esterel. Three 
miles northeast of Camel Green lay 
tiny Camel Blue, the assault beach for 
the 1st Battalion, 141st Infantry. Situ- 
ated at the head of Antheor Cove, the 
beach gave way a scant ten yards 
inland to the Route N-98 embank- 
ment, beyond which the main railroad 
crossed a narrow gorge via an eight- 
span bridge. 

To the 141st Infantry fell the task 
of carrying out the main part of the 
36th Division’s initial mission, that is, 
securing the right flank of the VI 
Corps. Once it landed, the regiment 
was to concentrate its efforts on clear- 
ing the shores of Agay Roadstead, be- 
tween Camel Green and Camel Blue, 
so that the division could use an ex- 
cellent strand at the top of the road- 
stead for general unloading. Next, the 
1st Battalion was to swing northeast 
along the coast toward Theoule-sur- 
Mer and La Napoule, at the eastern 
end of the Army beachhead line, a 
little over six miles beyond Camel 
Blue. The rest of the regiment was to 
strike north across the Esterel to the 
Army beachhead line and Route N-7, 
which ran along the inland slopes of 
the Esterel from Frejus to Cannes. 

The 143d Infantry, following the 
141st ashore at Camel Green, was to 
drive rapidly westward in the opposite 
direction to seize St. Raphael and 
support the landing of the 142d In- 
fantry over Camel Red, the 36th Divi- 
sion’s third beach located at the head 
of the Frejus gulf. Camel Red gave 
direct access to Frejus, to a small air- 
field, and to the road net of the 
Argens valley sector of the Toulon-St. 
Raphael corridor and, in general, 
promised to provide the best beaches 
in the entire VI Corps assault area for 



the discharge of both troops and 
cargo. The Camel Red region was 
also the logical area in which to estab- 
lish a base for a major thrust toward 
Le Muy and objectives farther west. 

Once ashore at Camel Red, the 
142d Infantry was to strike inland for 
about a mile to clear Frejus and then 
push westward along Route N-7 
toward the 1st Airborne Task Force. 
If necessary, the regiment was to help 
the airborne troops seize Le Muy, ten 
miles up the Argens valley from 
Frejus. However, because of expected 
German opposition at Camel Red, the 
142d’s assault was not scheduled until 
1400 in the afternoon. In the event 
that the 142d could not land at Camel 
Red, the regiment was to come 
ashore over Camel Green, swing 
inland past the 143d Infantry, and de- 
scend upon Frejus and Camel Red 
from behind. 

The landings of the 36th Division 
also began on schedule. At Camel 
Green, the initial assault waves found 
no underwater obstacles and at first 
encountered little opposition. From 
0900 to 1300 sporadic fire from 
German artillery on high ground to 
the west and northwest harassed un- 
loading operations, but caused little 
damage and few casualties; it was fi- 
nally halted by naval gunfire. At 
Camel Blue farther east some ma- 
chine-gun fire had greeted the first 
waves, but all firing ceased by 0900. 
As at the St. Tropez beaches, many of 
the Ost troops began surrendering as 
soon as the American troops ad- 
vanced beyond the shoreline. 

By 1000 the 141st had secured 
both Camel Green and Camel Blue, 
but at Agay Roadstead the 1st and 2d 
Battalions met stubborn opposition 
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from elements of the 242d Division, 
and it was 1700 before the road- 
stead’s shoreline was secure. The 2d 
Battalion then headed up a twisting 
road across the Esterel; by sunset, 
about 2030, it was less than a mile 
from Route N-7 and over two miles 
inland from La Napoule. 4 The 1st 
Battalion, which had to backtrack to 
Camel Blue after helping out at the 
Agay Roadstead, was two miles north 
of Blue by dark, having encountered 
only scattered opposition from 148th 
Division troops along winding Route 
N-98. The 3d Battalion, relieved at 
Green in midafternoon by other divi- 
sion units, began moving north over 
the Esterel along back roads in be- 
tween the 1st and 2d Battalions. The 
141st Infantry’s casualties for the day 
were approximately five men killed 
and twenty-five wounded, almost all 
incurred during the action at Agay 
Roadstead. 

The 143d Infantry ran into more 
opposition to the west. After assem- 
bling at Camel Green, its 1st and 3d 
Battalions advanced west and north- 
west to secure high ground along the 
slopes of the Esterel and a mile or 
two inland. Closer to the coast, the 
2d also moved west, heading directly 
toward St. Raphael, but encountered 
stubborn resistance from a series of 
strongpoints controlling N-98, the 
shore road. Mortar and artillery fire 
from the right also harassed the bat- 
talion, while scattered groups of 
German infantry on hills just inland 
helped slow progress. By 1400, when 



4 Under the double daylight saving time the Allies 
were using, sunset on 15 August 1944 was at 2035; 
it did not become completely dark for nearly an- 
other two hours. 



the 142d Infantry was scheduled to 
make its afternoon assault over Camel 
Red, forward elements of the 2d Bat- 
talion, 143d Infantry, had not yet 
reached St. Raphael and could not 
assist; and the closest troops of the 
180th Infantry, 45th Division (which 
VI Corps had hoped would also be 
able to support the 142d Infantry), 
were still a good four miles south of 
Camel Red at 1400. The 142d regi- 
ment would have to make what was 
expected to be one of the most criti- 
cal landings alone. 

Camel Red 

During the morning of 15 August, 
after the success of the main landings 
was assured, naval and air echelons 
went forward with preparations for 
the Camel Red assault. Here, for the 
first time, the attackers met consider- 
able opposition. The Germans, recog- 
nizing the importance of the Camel 
Red area, had developed a much 
stronger network of coastal defenses 
there. Static installations included a 
minefield across the Frejus gulf, 
single and double rows of mined con- 
crete tetrahedrons at the shoreline, 
and, on the beach, two rows of 
double-apron barbed wire, a concrete 
antitank wall seven feet high and over 
three feet thick, a twelve-foot-deep 
antitank ditch on the seaward side of 
the wall, and extensive fields of land 
mines on the beach, on the nearby 
airfield, and on the roads and paths 
leading inland. There were machine- 
gun positions in the antitank wall, and 
pillboxes and other strongpoints just 
behind it. Larger emplacements, a few 
holding 88-mm. guns, enfiladed the 
beach from the harbor front at St. 
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Pillbox Guards Bridge to St. Raphael. Supporting installations are behind it. 



Raphael. Inside the town the defend- 
ers had turned many buildings into 
lesser defensive works, and booby 
traps and mines were plentiful. Artil- 
lery dominating the beach included a 
battery of 75-mm. guns and another 
of 105-mm. in hills south of the 
Argens River; another 105-mm. bat- 
tery emplaced in rising ground a mile 
north of St. Raphael; two batteries of 
100-mm. howitzers on high ground 
northwest of the port; and various 
light antiaircraft batteries sprinkled 
throughout the region. Finally, the 
1038th Antitank Gun Battalion had 
zeroed in on Camel Red and its ap- 
proaches with eight or ten of the 
newest model 88-mm. guns. Towed 
from place to place as the occasion 
demanded, these weapons had been 



unscathed by the preassault bombard- 
ment. Infantry in the area included at 
least two reinforced companies of the 
2d Battalion , 765th Grenadiers (24 2d Di- 
vision ). 

The strength of the defenses was 
soon apparent. About 1100, mine- 
sweepers clearing the deep-water ap- 
proaches came under fire from 
German artillery that covering de- 
stroyers were unable to neutralize, 
and had to retire. From approximate- 
ly 1205 to 1220 over ninety B-24 
medium bombers dropped nearly 200 
tons of high explosives in the Camel 
Red area. But when the shallow-water 
minesweepers darted shoreward again 
about 1235, they found that the aerial 
bombardment had likewise failed to 
reduce the volume of German fire, 
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and the minesweepers again retired 
under heavy shelling. Apex drone 
boats went in about 1300 and also re- 
ceived fire; all but three of the drones 
malfunctioned, and some had to be 
destroyed by Navy ships. 

Meanwhile, four destroyers, two 
cruisers, and a battleship began a 
final 45-minute bombardment. The 
assault waves of LCVPs had already 
formed and, led by rocket craft, start- 
ed shoreward shortly thereafter. At 
1400 the leading wave was about 
3,000 yards offshore and under fire 
from German artillery, when Capt. 
Leo B. Schulten, USN, commanding 
the Camel Red assault group of Task 
Force 87 under Rear Adm. Spencer S. 
Lewis, temporarily halted the landing. 
Initially he decided to postpone the 
assault on Camel Red until 1430. At 
the same time, he informed Admiral 
Lewis of the situation and requested 
instructions. 

Schulten’s message placed Lewis in 
a dilemma. The TF 87 commander 
had no desire to cancel the landing, 
but sending the 142d Infantry ashore 
as planned over Camel Red seemed a 
serious error. Obviously the preas- 
sault bombardment had failed to neu- 
tralize the German artillery; the mine- 
sweeping had been incomplete; and 
the drones had accomplished little. 
Admiral Lewis also believed that 
Schulten’s postponement had already 
cost them whatever shock effect the 
air and naval bombardments might 
have had, thus allowing German de- 
fenders time to recover and reoccupy 
any vacated positions. Chances for 
tactical surprise had certainly been 
lost, and sending the assault forces in 
now would undoubtedly result in 
heavy casualties for both the ground 



and naval forces involved. 

Lewis first attempted to consult 
with the 36th Division commander, 
General Dahlquist. Since he and 
Dahlquist had prepared alternate 
plans for landing the 142d Infantry at 
Camel Green, the admiral knew he 
could make the switch with a mini- 
mum of confusion. Moreover, reports 
from shore indicated that the 36th Di- 
vision could probably secure Camel 
Red by an overland attack, while 
Camel Green was proving to be a far 
better unloading beach than expect- 
ed. On the other hand, Dahlquist, 
who had been ashore since 1000, 
might need the 142d Infantry to land 
at Camel Red for tactical reasons. Ac- 
cordingly, between 1400 and 1415, 
Lewis tried to reach the division com- 
mander by radio, but, since adequate 
ship-to-shore communications had 
not yet been established, the effort 
was unsuccessful. Reluctant to delay 
his decision any longer, at 1415 Lewis 
directed Schulten to cancel the Camel 
Red assault and land the 142d over 
Camel Green, which had long since 
been secured by the 141st Infantry. 

The 142d Infantry started ashore at 
Camel Green about 1515, and before 
1600 its leading units had started 
north through rear elements of the 
143d Infantry, which continued its 
push southwest along the coast, still 
encountering determined resistance. 
Two miles inland from Camel Green 
the 142d Infantry wheeled westward, 
under orders to reach positions from 
which it could launch an attack into 
Frejus by 2000. However, the dis- 
tance involved, the slow movement 
through the steep, wooded hills, and 
some skirmishing with German 
units — probably the 765th ' s reserve 
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battalion — combined to delay prog- 
ress, and darkness found the 142d’s 
forward elements still three miles 
from the town. Yet the prognosis was 
good. The regiment’s casualties for 
the day were only five men wound- 
ed — certainly far fewer than there 
would have been if the unit had made 
an assault at Camel Red — and the 
progress of both the 142d and the 
143d together with the airborne 
blocking force had just about sealed 
off the entire Frejus area. The only 
serious loss occurred that night when 
the Luftwaffe launched its only effec- 
tive air sortie against the beachhead; 
JU-88 twin-engined light bombers 
managed to hit and sink LST-282 off 
Agay Roadstead with radio-controlled 
bombs, resulting in forty casualties 
and the loss of several 36th Division 
artillery pieces. 

The 1st Airborne Task Force 

Since the British 2d Independent 
Parachute Brigade had failed to take 
Le Muy on D-day, the 550th Glider 
Infantry Battalion, supported by part 
of the 509th Parachute Battalion, un- 
dertook the task shortly after mid- 
night on 16 August. 5 The two units 
launched their first attack at 0200, 
but, making little progress against 
stubborn resistance, they withdrew at 
daylight and returned at 0900 with ar- 
tillery support. The two battalions 
then pushed slowly into the town. 
Toward midafternoon, tanks of the 
191st Tank Battalion, attached to the 
45th Division, rumbled up the road 



5 This subsection is based on the official records 
of the 1st ABTF and its components, and on von 
Luttichau, “German Operations,” chs. 9 and 10. 



across the Maures from Ste. Maxime 
to lend a hand; and the last defenders 
of Le Muy surrendered shortly there- 
after. 

Meanwhile, the 1st Battalion, 551st 
Parachute Infantry, had set out west 
for Draguignan, where elements of 
the LXII Corps headquarters still held 
out. By 2300 on the 16th, the battal- 
ion had cleared most of the town and 
captured part of the corps staff as 
well as Brig. Gen. Ludwig Bieringer, 
the German military governor of the 
Var department. 

West of Le Muy, at Les Arcs, the 
517th Parachute Infantry had begun 
to run into the first signs of an orga- 
nized German response. True to his 
decision at dusk on the 15th, General 
von Schwerin had continued prepara- 
tions at Vidauban to attack toward Le 
Muy and relieve the LXII Corps head- 
quarters at Draguignan. By 0700 on 
the 16th, he had finally managed to 
assemble about four infantry battal- 
ions from the 244th Division , two 105- 
mm. howitzers from the same divi- 
sion, and a couple of heavy weapons 
platoons and the assault company 
from his former division headquar- 
ters. Moving several miles northeast 
from Vidauban, the German force 
split at a road junction just south of 
Les Arcs — one group heading north 
for Les Arcs, and the other, intending 
to strike for Le Muy, temporarily 
holding at the junction. 

The first German group entered 
Les Arcs about 0730, threw out a 
small American outpost, and gained a 
foothold on rising terrain north of 
town, while the 51 7th Parachute In- 
fantry held along the hills to the 
northeast and east. About 0930 the 
517th’s paratroopers were joined by 
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Maj. Gen. Ludwig Bieringer, a Prisoner of War. General Frederick is on the 
passenger side of the jeep. 



the 2d Battalion of the 180th Infan- 
try, 45th Division, which had made its 
way over the Maures massif via back 
roads and trails. It had passed 
through Vidauban — then inexplicably 
empty of Germans — and, aided by a 
platoon from the 645th Tank De- 
stroyer Battalion, began clearing 
Route N-7, which threatened the 
German rear. A few hours later, ele- 
ments of the 157th Infantry, 45th Di- 
vision, approached Vidauban from 
the south and found the town again 
occupied by Germans, but they man- 
aged to clear the area of hostile 
troops by 1530. Late in the day, rein- 
forced by its 3d Battalion, the 517th 
Parachute Infantry launched an attack 
of its own, and by dusk had virtually 
surrounded Les Arcs. 



Doomed to failure before it started, 
General von Schwerin's counterattack 
now collapsed, and the remaining 
Germans in the vicinity of Vidauban 
and Les Arcs withdrew to the west 
and northwest under cover of dark- 
ness. During the day’s fighting, the 
Germans had lost not only many 
heavy weapons and vehicles, but also 
the equivalent of two infantry battal- 
ions of the 244th Division against 
forces of the 1st Airborne Task Force 
and the 45th Infantry Division. The 
action at Les Arcs was also the last 
significant engagement of the 1st Air- 
borne Task Force in the Toulon-St. 
Raphael corridor. By the morning of 
17 August the airborne forces were in 
firm control of their objective area, 
including the railroad-highway junc- 
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Troops of 45th Division Wade Ashore Near St. Maxime 



tion towns of Le Muy, La Motte, 
Trans-en-Provence, and Les Arcs, 
which both blocked the main en- 
trances to the beachhead and secured 
the inland approaches to Toulon. 
Shortly before noon on the 17th, 
major elements of the 36th Division 
began to arrive at Le Muy from the 
Frejus area, and the initial mission of 
the airborne force ended. 

The Advance to the Blue Line 

German opposition during the 
night of 15-16 August and through- 
out the 16th was strongest on VI 
Corps’ far left, beyond Cape Negre, 
and on the right, along the Argens 
valley for about five miles inland. In 



the southwest, the 7th Infantry, 3d 
Division, drove toward Toulon in two 
columns — the 3d Battalion and the 
French commandos along the coastal 
road (Route N-559) and the rest of 
the regiment about three miles 
inland along Route N-98. 6 The 
German strongpoint at Layet Point, 
where the Allied coastal force had 
been halted late on the 15th, fell early 
on the morning of the 16th, but the 
area was not entirely cleared until 
almost 1500. Against scattered oppo- 
sition, the coastal force pushed on 



6 Additional information on 3d Division and com- 
mando operations comes from Bouvet, “Un Debar- 
quement de Commandos . . . l’Operation du Cap 
Negre,” Revue Militaire d’ Information, No. 153; and 
Groupe de Commandos d’Afrique, Compte-Rendu 
d’Opns, 15-25 Aug 44. 



THE ANVIL BEACHHEAD 



121 



and by nightfall had patrols in Le La- 
vandou, about three miles beyond 
Layet Point. 

Starting out from La Mole about 
0330 on the 16th, the 7th Infantry’s 
inland column halted at 0730 in front 
of a strong 242d Division roadblock 
about seven miles beyond La Mole. 
Defensive fire and rugged terrain de- 
layed progress for the rest of the day, 
but during the night the American 
units, guided by the FFI, began flank- 
ing marches that were to carry them 
past the obstacle early on the 17th. 

North of the 7th Infantry, the 30th 
Infantry regiment also swept west- 
ward in two columns. About 1000 a 
small group started out from Collo- 
brieres opposed mainly by 242d Divi- 
sion artillery, antitank, and mortar fire; 
it emerged from the mountains about 
1600 at Pierrefeu in the Toulon-St. 
Raphael corridor. The unit had 
broken through a heavily wooded, 
easily defensible section of the 
Maures and was a good eight miles 
west of the Army beachhead line. 
Meanwhile, other elements of the 
30th Infantry regiment had reached 
Gonfaron, ten miles northeast of Col- 
lobrieres on Route N-97, the main 
highway through the southwestern 
section of the Toulon-St. Raphael 
corridor. By dusk on the 16th the 
main body of the 30th Infantry was 
assembled at Gonfaron, with patrols 
active to the west and southwest. 

North of the 3d Division, units of 
the 45th Division that had completed 
their missions along the coast 
marched across the northeastern por- 
tion of the Maures on the 16th, push- 
ing west and assisting the paratroop- 
ers at Vidauban. By the following day, 
17 August, the division had cleared a 



wide area south of the Argens River 
from Frejus to Le Luc and stood 
astride the central portion of the 
Toulon-St. Raphael corridor. Above 
the 45th, units of the 36th Division 
had secured the coast on the 16th 
and then pushed scattered German 
elements off the Esterel massif before 
swinging west to join the airborne 
units at Le Muy. By the 17th they oc- 
cupied a broad area on the VI Corps’ 
right flank, from Theoule-sur-Mer, at 
the northern end of the blue line, to 
the region around Draguignan a few 
miles northwest of Le Muy. 

The 36th Division seemed to work 
harder for its gains. Shortly before 
dawn on the 16th, units of the 142d 
Infantry had entered Frejus unop- 
posed, but soon became involved in a 
series of minor skirmishes after day- 
break. They were unable to secure 
the town until 1330, and then met 
further resistance while pushing up 
the Argens valley that afternoon. 
Along the coast, the 143d had cleared 
St. Raphael by 0930, but, as expected, 
encountered stubborn resistance from 
242d Division elements in the Camel 
Red area. Meanwhile, north of Frejus 
and St. Raphael, 141st Infantry units 
ran into a second counterattacking 
force along Route N-7 in the north- 
eastern corner of the Esterel. A 
German motorized column, probably 
consisting of part of the reserve bat- 
talion of the 239th Grenadiers, 148th 
Division, came rolling south along the 
highway early in the morning from 
the direction of Cannes. The infantry- 
men of the regiment’s 2d Battalion 
easily dispersed these Riviera rangers, 
who apparently had little knowledge 
of the rapid American advance. How- 
ever, to prevent further excursion 




122 



RIVIERA TO THE RHINE 



from this quarter, the 141st regi- 
ment’s 1st Battalion and some divi- 
sional engineers moved up to La Na- 
poule, destroying a local highway and 
railroad bridge just south of the town. 

An Appraisal 

On both 15 and 16 August the VI 
Corps had penetrated farther and 
more easily than planners had 
thought possible. Except on the far 
west, in the sector of the 7th Infantry, 
VI Corps and the 1st Airborne Task 
Force had reached and crossed the 
Army beachhead, or blue, line. By the 
end of D plus 1 Truscott’s forces thus 
had a firm hold on the vital Toulon- 
St. Raphael corridor, making it nearly 
impossible for German ground forces 
to launch a significant attack on the 
Allied beachline. Although German 
resistance had stiffened somewhat on 
the 16th, it was still spotty and much 
weaker than expected. In fact, the 
Germans had failed to make any 
strong or coordinated attempt to con- 
tain the beachhead, and the VI Corps 
found no indication that the Germans 
had any firm front line. Resistance 
had been disorganized and confined 
to widely separated strongpoints; 
counterattacks had been highly local- 
ized and uncoordinated with units de- 
fending the beachline. In addition, in- 
telligence officers at VI Corps and 
Seventh Army could find no indica- 
tions that the Nineteenth Army was 
massing forces for a major counterof- 
fensive, and could only assume that 
the Germans would attempt to delay 
further penetrations while preparing 
stronger defenses at Toulon. 

The Anvil commanders had other 
reasons to be optimistic. By the 16th 



they had confirmed the low caliber of 
the German units that were facing 
their forces. Captured documents and 
interrogation reports showed that the 
vast majority of the 2,300 prisoners 
taken by Seventh Army units were 
either overage Germans or members 
of Ost units. In addition, Allied losses 
had been much lower than expected 
on D-day, with only about 95 killed 
and 385 soldiers wounded. 7 Further- 
more, instead of rising sharply on the 
16th as many planners had expected, 
VI Corps casualties were somewhat 
lower than they had been on the 
15th. Losses of equipment and mate- 
riel had also been relatively insignifi- 
cant. Despite the misgivings of 
Churchill, the Anvil landings, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Navy historian Samuel 
Eliot Morison, had been “an example 
of an almost perfect amphibious oper- 
ation from the point of view of train- 
ing, timing, Army-Navy-Air Force 
cooperation, performance, and re- 
sults.” 8 

Just about the only major contro- 
versy regarding this initial phase 
stemmed from Admiral Lewis’ deci- 
sion to back away from the Camel 
Red beach and put the 36th Division’s 
142d Infantry regiment ashore on 
Camel Green. The division command- 
er, General Dahlquist, later approved 
the decision and regretted only that 



7 The figures on the wounded include those car- 
ried as injured in action; the killed include those 
who died of wounds. The figures are approxima- 
tions from incomplete and contradictory informa- 
tion in the official Army records. For the first three 
or four days of the campaign, casualty figures were 
not adequately recorded, but as command, control, 
and administration procedures formalized ashore, 
casualty reporting became more accurate. 

8 Morison, The Invasion of France and Germany, p. 
291 . 
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the concerned regiment could not 
have been scheduled for Camel Green 
from the beginning. The delay at 
Camel Red had wasted six or seven 
hours. On the other hand, he be- 
lieved that to have planned to land 
almost his entire division over Camel 
Green would have been unsound. 
Truscott, however, was later extreme- 
ly critical of the decision, holding that 
the failure to carry out the assault on 
Camel Red forced his units to spend 
an extra day securing the beach from 
the land approaches, directly causing 
delays in the landing of Combat Com- 
mand Sudre and ground echelons of 
the tactical air force, which in turn 
delayed the seizure and occupation of 
airfields near Frejus and in the 
Argens valley. According to Truscott, 
the net result was the lack of close air 
support for the VI Corps in the criti- 
cal days that followed and his own in- 
ability to send Sudre’s armored unit 
“northwest or north as . . . planned.” 
Thus he termed the decision “a grave 
error which merited reprimand at 
least, and most certainly no congratu- 
lation,” adding that, “except for the 
otherwise astounding success of the 
assault, it might have had even graver 
consequences.” 9 

Truscott’s criticism appears unjusti- 
fied. The 36th Division did not secure 
the St. Raphael-Frejus area until mid- 
afternoon on 16 August, and even 
then the task of clearing offshore and 
beach obstacles proved to be so great 
that Army engineers and Navy demo- 
lition experts were unable to open 
Camel Red for discharge operations 
until 1900 on 17 August, D plus 2. 
Thus, even if the 142d Infantry, re- 



9 Truscott, Command Missions, pp. 414, 418. 



gardless of casualties, had secured 
Camel Red during the afternoon of 
15 August, the beach would not have 
been ready to receive CC Sudre or 
any other unit until late on the 16th 
at the earliest. 

Truscott’s own plans had called for 
the French armored command to land 
sometime on the 16th, with “first pri- 
ority” to Camel Red. 10 But Sudre’s 
force actually landed over the 45th 
Division beaches during the night of 
15-16 August, and was assembled 
ashore earlier than would have been 
the case if it had landed over Camel 
Red on the 16th in accordance with 
Truscott’s original plans. From its as- 
sembly point near Ste. Maxime, CC 
Sudre could have started north along 
Route N-98 on the morning of the 
16th and would have reached the 
Argens valley no later than it would 
have if the unit had landed over 
Camel Red on the 16th. Truscott 
could also have sent the unit north 
into the Argens valley over the Ste. 
Maxime-Le Muy road on the 16th. 
The 45th Division had already estab- 
lished liaison with the 1st Airborne 
Task Force along this road, and 
during the afternoon of the 16th a 
platoon of the 191st Tank Battalion, 
attached to the 45th Division, reached 
Le Muy over the same road. Had 
Sudre’s armor followed that route on 
the 1 6th, it might well have reached 
Le Muy considerably sooner than if it 
had landed at Camel Red during the 
afternoon of that day. 

But the entire matter is academic. 
Well before 15 August, Patch had de- 
cided that CC Sudre would have to be 
returned to de Lattre’s control soon 



10 Ibid., p. 397; see also VI Corps FO 1, 30 Jul 44. 
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after the landings. Truscott could not 
have sent it “northwest or north.” 
Realizing this, Truscott had made 
plans to put together Task Force 
Butler for a possible drive north and 
northwest of the beachhead area, and 
had expected CC Sudre to attack gen- 
erally westward in the region south of 
the Durance River. In the end, 
Sudre’s armor began to reach the 
middle of the Toulon-St. Raphael 
corridor during the night of 16-17 
August, certainly no later than it 
could have if put ashore over Camel 
Red on the afternoon of the 16th in 
accordance with preassault plans. 

Truscott’s remarks about delays in 
airfield construction and lack of air 
support east of the Rhone are also 
difficult to support. Even if the 142d 
Infantry had landed on Camel Red as 
scheduled, it is doubtful that engi- 
neers could have begun work on the 
airfields near Frejus before the 17th, 
when surveys actually began. More- 
over, existing and potential airfield 
sites in the Argens valley and in the 
Toulon-St. Raphael corridor were all 
in VI Corps’ hands as soon as or ear- 
lier than anyone had expected. 11 But 
the rapid Allied penetration, com- 
bined with adverse soil conditions in 
the beachhead area, forced aviation 
engineers to make drastic revisions in 
construction plans; unloading delays 
at both Alpha and Camel beaches also 
slowed airfield progress. In the 
beachhead area engineers could not 
meet construction schedules: the 

crash (emergency) airstrip was 



11 Additional information on air force planning 
and construction derives from MATAF Rpt on Opn 
Dragoon and XII Tactical Air Command Rpt on 
Opn Dragoon. 



opened two days late, three of the 
four planned dry-weather fields were 
four days behind schedule, and the 
rapid advance inland prompted engi- 
neers to cancel the fourth. On the 
other hand, a field at Sisteron, sixty 
miles northwest of Camel Red and 
not planned before the assault, was 
open on 23 August; a field at Le Luc 
was ready on the 25th, a week ahead 
of schedule; and one at Cuers, also in 
the Toulon-St. Raphael corridor, was 
operational on D plus 12, ten days 
ahead of schedule. Thus it is unlikely 
that the failure of the 142d Infantry 
to land at Camel Red on the after- 
noon of D-day had any bearing on 
close air support for the VI Corps 
east of the Rhone. 12 Truscott’s post- 
war contentions may signify little 
more than his frustrations with some 
aspects of the campaign that followed. 

Certainly for Truscott, the evening 
of 16 August was filled with both ela- 
tion and expectation. For all practical 
purposes, his forces had gained the 
initial objectives that the Seventh 
Army had assigned to them, and had 
done so twenty-four to forty-eight 
hours before most planners had 
thought possible. The next stage, ac- 
cording to the Seventh Army’s inva- 
sion directive, was to reorganize the 
assault force and mount an aggressive 
drive to the west and northwest. Con- 



12 Air Force reports emphasized inadequate ship- 
ping for the air buildup in southern France, unload- 
ing problems that resulted primarily from using 
merchant ships instead of LSTs for some supplies 
and equipment, and transportation problems 
ashore. Finally, the very success of VI Corps created 
a major problem for the air forces because, accord- 
ing to the official Air Force account, “the battle line 
was so completely fluid that MATAF’s planes could 
not be used for close support/' AAF III, p. 433. 
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sidering the apparent German weak- mans off" balance, making it increas- 
ness all along his front, Truscott was ingly difficult for them to concentrate 
eager to begin executing this second enough forces to contain the Allied 
phase as soon as possible. A strong beachhead area. With Patch’s approv- 
advance inland toward Toulon and al, Truscott issued the new attack 
the Rhone would also keep the Ger- orders before dark on the 16th. 




CHAPTER VIII 



Breakout: 17-19 August 



Eager to take advantage of the 
weakness of the German defenders 
and their slow response to Anvil, 
Truscott sent his three divisions 
inland. He wanted the bulk of the 3d 
Infantry Division to continue its ad- 
vance on 17 August, first pushing its 
left flank westward to the line of the 
Real Martin and Gapeau rivers, both 
running generally north to south 
under the western slopes of the 
Maures. 1 Once there, the division’s 
left was to hold until the French II 
Corps, on or about 20 August, could 
move up to continue the drive toward 
Toulon. The rest of the 3d Division 
was to assemble in the Le Luc-Gon- 
faron area and strike westward along 
the axis of Route N-7 to Brignoles, 
thirteen miles beyond Le Luc, and to 
St. Maximin, eleven miles farther and 
twenty- five miles directly north of 
Toulon (Map 7)~\ Meanwhile, the 45th 
Division was to dispatch one regimen- 
tal combat team northwest from Vi- 
dauban to the Barjols area, about 
eleven miles north of St. Maximin. 
CC Sudre (CC1) 2 of the 1st French 



Additional planning material for American units 
in this section is from Truscott, Command Missions, 
pp. 416-19. 

2 The French 1st and 5th Armored Divisions nor- 
mally used numerals to designate their combat com- 
mands — 1, 2, and 3 in the 1st Armored Division and 



Armored Division was also to head 
westward to the St. Maximin-Barjols 
line, using both N-7 and secondary 
roads between the 3d and 45th Divi- 
sions. 

On the VI Corps’ eastern flank, 
scattered forces of Task Force Butler 
were to assemble at Le Muy on the 
17th, reorganize in accordance with 
preassault plans, and start probing 
northwest on the 18th. The 36th Divi- 
sion was to relieve the 1st Airborne 
Task Force in the Le Muy-Les Arcs 
region and then, leaving one regi- 
ment along the coast to protect VI 
Corps’ right flank, be prepared to 
follow TF Butler. After assembling in 
reserve at Le Muy, the airborne force 
was to move eastward to relieve the 
regiment that the 36th Division had 
left behind. 

In brief, Truscott’s plans provided 
for three mutually supporting maneu- 
vers: first, a general pressure west- 
ward along the coast toward Toulon; 
second, an outflanking of Toulon to 
the north (possibly followed by an ad- 
vance westward toward the Rhone); 
and third, a drive northwest by TF 
Butler and the 36th Division. On the 



4, 5, and 6 in the 5th Armored Division. The 
French 2d Armored Division, in contrast, used let- 
ters taken from the last names of the commanders. 
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left, the advance westward to the Real 
Martin and Gapeau rivers would 
secure a base area for the attack on 
Toulon and Marseille by the French 
II Corps. The push in the center to 
the St. Maximin-Barjols line would 
protect the French northern flank and 
threaten the Rhone valley. Finally, the 
advance northwest by TF Butler and 
the 36th Division would greatly com- 
plicate German efforts to hold the 
lower Rhone and would pose a seri- 
ous threat to a subsequent German 
withdrawal from the area. 

German Plans 

The German commanders spent 
the night of 16-17 August assessing 
their options. 3 With the failure of the 
LXII Corps’ 148th and 242d Divisions to 
halt or even slow down the invasion 
and with the collapse of the German 
counterattack in the Les Arcs area on 
the 16th, General Wiese, the Nine- 
teenth Army commander, concluded 
that his major problem was no longer 
mounting an immediate, ad hoc as- 
sault but rather establishing a defen- 
sive line that would give his combat 
forces still west of the Rhone time to 
transfer to the east side of the river, 
either for defensive purposes or to 
build up the strength needed to 
launch a substantive counteroffensive. 
Furthermore, he decided that any new 
attempts to rescue the LXII Corps 
headquarters would be fruitless and 
could only disrupt orderly redeploy- 
ments. However, on the basis of inad- 
equate intelligence, Wiese also esti- 



3 German information in this chapter is based on 
von Luttichau, “German Operations,” chs. 8-11 and 

15. 



mated that the Seventh Army posed 
no immediate threat to the region 
west of Toulon, allowing him to move 
units east from the Marseille area for 
defensive purposes and replace them 
with forces from west of the Rhone. 

Late on the afternoon of 16 August 
Wiese directed General Baessler, 
commanding the battered 242d Divi- 
sion, to build up delaying positions 
along the line of the Real Martin and 
Gapeau rivers from the coast inland 
for thirty miles northeast to Vidau- 
ban. (Wiese did not yet know that Vi- 
dauban was already lost.) To help 
hold this sector, he pulled three bat- 
talions of the 244th Division from po- 
sitions west of Toulon and assigned 
the units to Baessler. About the same 
time, Wiese directed the 148th Divi- 
sion, now cut off on the eastern side 
of the Allied landing area, to employ 
whatever units it could find to halt 
what he believed to be an Allied drive 
along the coast toward Cannes. At 
this point, he thus had no clear idea 
of specific Allied objectives inland. 

Pressing Westward 

The rapid Allied advance westward 
soon made Wiese’s defensive plans 
obsolete. 4 On the left of the 3d Divi- 
sion, the 7 th Infantry and the French 
African Commando Group moved up 
to the Real Martin and Gapeau rivers 
on the 17th and 18th, encountering 



4 The general sources of information for Allied 
ground operations in this and subsequent chapters 
are the official records of the units mentioned in the 
text. Continued repetition of citations to these 
sources becomes redundant, but planning material, 
controversial matters, and complex situations are 
fully documented, while citations are made, as ap- 
propriate, to published material, both official and 
unofficial. 
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some stubborn but scattered resist- 
ance from units of the 242d Division. 
On the 18th and 19th the French 
commandos and elements of the 
French 1st Infantry Division relieved 
the 7th Infantry in the coastal sector 
and continued the drive west. 

In the 3d Division’s center the 15th 
Infantry, following the 3d Provisional 
Reconnaissance Squadron, 5 reached 
the town of La Roquebrussanne on 
18 August, ten miles south of Brig- 
noles. The 30th Infantry, charged 
with seizing Brignoles, started out on 
17 August with a firefight at Le Luc, 
but part of the regiment and elements 
of CC Sudre cleared the town after a 
four-hour action. Meanwhile, the 
main bodies of the two Allied units 
continued westward along Route N-7 
and lesser roads, nearing Brignoles 
late on the 18th. After a battle that 
lasted until the next morning, the 
area fell to the French and American 
attackers. Farther north, the 157th 
and 179th Infantry, 45th Division, 
headed out of the Le Luc-Vidauban 
area late on the 17th, encountered 
little resistance, and halted at dark on 
the 18th within striking distance of 
Barjols. The entire advance complete- 
ly dislocated the center of the line 
that Wiese had hoped to establish. 

Well to the east the 142d Infantry, 
36th Division, cleaned out the north 
side of the Argens valley with little 
trouble and, passing through units of 
the 1st Airborne Task Force at Le 
Muy, mopped up the Draguignan area 



5 The squadron consisted of the 3d Cavalry Re- 
connaissance Troop, the 3d Division Battle Patrol 

(itself a provisional unit), the Reconnaissance Com- 
pany of the 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, and 
Company D (light tanks) of the 756th Tank Battal- 
ion. 



during the 18th. The 143d Infantry 
reassembled in the vicinity of Le Muy 
on the 17th and 18th, while the 141st 
Infantry and the 636th Tank Destroy- 
er Battalion spread out to secure the 
region extending east from Le Muy to 
the coast as well as the slopes of the 
Esterel. During the 18th the 636th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion sent recon- 
naissance troops north about fifteen 
miles from Frejus in an effort to 
rescue a group of misdropped para- 
troopers that the Germans had cut 
off. The first attempt failed, but after 
hard fighting on the 19th, elements of 
the 141st Infantry and the tank de- 
stroyer battalion extricated many in- 
jured paratroopers. 

Meanwhile, the 36th Division’s Cav- 
alry Reconnaissance Troop had been 
indulging itself in a series of long- 
distance scouting patrols to the north. 
Rapidly moving twenty-five to thirty 
miles north and northeast of Le Muy 
as far as Route N-85, which is the 
main highway from the Riviera to 
Grenoble, the light cavalry units en- 
countered no significant resistance on 
17 and 18 August. The patrolling, to- 
gether with information received from 
ULTRA sources, 6 reflected the gener- 
al weakness of the German forces 
along the Seventh Army’s eastern 
flank. Once TF Butler and the 36th 
Division started north and northwest, 
they apparently would face no signifi- 
cant threat on their right, or north- 
eastern, flank. 

The German Defense 

In the early afternoon of 17 
August, Nineteenth Army officers 



6 Bussey ULTRA Report. 
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Troops and Tank Destroyers Move Through Salernes 



learned that VI Corps 1 center and 
right wing had passed through the 
defensive line they had planned to es- 
tablish from the coast to Vidauban. 
Seeking some way to hold back Allied 
forces until more German units, espe- 
cially the 11th Panzer Division , could 
move to the east side of the Rhone, 
General Wiese decided to establish 
two new defensive lines. The first 
would extend northward from the 
eastern defenses of Toulon through 
Brignoles to Barjols. The second line, 
about fifteen miles farther west, 
would anchor on the south at Mar- 
seille, stretch eastward about twenty 
miles along Route N-8 (the Toulon- 
Marseille highway), and then swing 
north to the Durance River about 
fourteen miles northwest of Barjols. 



These two lines represented Wiese’s 
last effort to tie the defense of 
Toulon and Marseille to that of the 
Rhone River valley, which was still 
fifty miles farther west. 

Wiese assigned responsibility for 
holding the two new lines to Lt. Gen. 
Baptist Kniess, commanding the 
LXXXV Corps . Kniess would have what 
was left of the 244th Division (guard- 
ing Marseille), the 338th Division (less 
one regimental combat team), the 
remnants of the 242d Division , and 
part of the 198th Division , which was 
still trying to cross the Rhone. Wiese 
also gave Kniess General von 
Schwerin and his 189th Division head- 
quarters, along with the miscellane- 
ous units that von Schwerin had 
already assembled. Kniess, in turn, di- 
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rected Baessler of the 242d Division to 
hold Toulon and the southern part of 
the first line with whatever units the 
division commander could round up; 
he ordered von Schwerin to hold the 
center at Brignoles and Barjols with 
the 15th Grenadiers of his former divi- 
sion and the battered 932d and 933d 
Grenadier Regiments of the 244th Divi- 
sion. The 198th Division , reinforced by 
elements of the 338th Division , would 
man the second line as quickly as pos- 
sible, for Kniess had little confidence 
that he could hold the first line past 
nightfall on 18 August. If all went 
well, the delay along the first line 
would provide enough time for the 
11th Panzer Division and the remaining 
elements of the 198th and 338th Divi- 
sions to cross the Rhone. 

The German plans were again over- 
taken by events. Except on the imme- 
diate Toulon front, General Kniess 
was unable to establish the first line, 
and the Brignoles-Barjols area fell 
before any LXXXV Corps units could 
establish a coherent defense. Accord- 
ingly, during the afternoon of 18 
August, Wiese directed a general re- 
tirement to the second line. Here 
Kniess planned to have the 198th Di- 
vision, which so far had been able to 
deploy only two infantry battalions, 
hold the northern section of the 
second line near the Durance River; 
the 242d Division — now so reduced in 
strength as to be redesignated Battle 
Group Baessler — defend the center with 
the equivalent of a regimental task 
force; and two battalions of the 244th 
Division anchor the line in the south at 
Marseille. The garrison at Toulon 
would have to fend for itself. 

The Allied push westward was, 
however, again relentless. By the 



morning of 19 August, the 30th In- 
fantry, 3d Division, had cleared Brig- 
noles, and Sudre’s CC1 had pushed 
to St. Maximin, eleven miles farther 
west. The 15th Infantry joined the 
French armor at St. Maximin later in 
the day and by the evening had trav- 
eled another nine miles west to the 
town of Trets. The general advance 
met only minor German resistance, 
but had breached the center of 
Kniess’ second line of defense before 
it could be established. 

Meanwhile, north of Brignoles, the 
179th Infantry of the 45th Division 
had cleaned out Barjols on the 19th, 
while still farther north the 157th In- 
fantry had pushed west and by dusk 
was nearing the Durance River. It 
began to appear to jubilant oper- 
ations officers at all echelons of com- 
mand that the east-west highways and 
byways between the coastal ports and 
the Durance River might be unde- 
fended all the way to the Rhone. If 
so, the Nineteenth Army might be in for 
a major disaster if the American drive 
west continued at its current pace. 

For General Patch, the Seventh 
Army commander, the capture of 
Toulon and Marseille was more 
pressing. Until the ports were in 
Allied hands, the success of the inva- 
sion could not be confirmed. Thus, as 
Sudre’s armored force was preparing 
to continue its drive west, Patch or- 
dered Truscott to return the unit to 
French control for the assault on 
Toulon. Reluctant to lose the force 
and arguing that its return east would 
create traffic jams, which would seri- 
ously inhibit the westward progress of 
the 3d Division, Truscott rushed to 
the Seventh Army’s command post at 
St. Tropez to dispute the decision. 
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Patch was unmoved and refused to 
reverse the long-standing arrange- 
ment. Although sympathetic, he re- 
minded Truscott that the Seventh 
Army had promised General de Lattre 
to return CC1 by dark on the 19th to 
a position from which it could move 
forward on the 20th with the rest of 
the French forces heading toward 
Toulon. General Sudre of CC1, who 
disliked the redeployment order as 
much as Truscott, had no choice but 
to move his command back east along 
Route N-7, thus creating the traffic 
jams Truscott had feared and, more 
important, depriving the VI Corps of 
its most powerful mobile striking 
force. In its place, Task Force Butler 
would have to suffice. 7 

Task Force Butler 

By evening on 17 August, almost 
all of TF Butler had assembled just 
north of Le Muy. 8 A brigade-sized 
unit, the force included the 117th 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron; 
the 753d Tank Battalion (with two 
medium tank companies); the motor- 
ized 2d Battalion of the 143d Infan- 
try, 36th Division; Company C, 636th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion; and the 
59th Armored Field Artillery Battal- 



7 See also Truscott, Command Missions , pp. 422-23. 

8 In addition to official records, material in this 
chapter on the operations of TF Butler derives from 
Frederick B. Butler, “Task Force Butler,” Armored 
Cavalry Journal , LVII, No. 1 (Jan-Feb 48), 12-18, 
and No. 2 (Mar-Apr 48), 30-38 (hereafter cited as 
Butler, “Task Force Butler”); and John A. Hixon, 

“Analysis of Deep Attack Operations — U.S. VI 
Corps: Task Force Butler, August 1944,” MS, U.S. 
Army Combat Studies Institute, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, 1987 (hereafter cited as Hixon, “TF 
Butler”). 



ion. 9 Support forces included Compa- 
ny F of the 344th Engineer General 
Service Regiment; a reinforced com- 
pany from the 111th Medical Battal- 
ion, 36th Division; the 3426th Quar- 
termaster Truck Company; and a 
detachment of the 87th Ordnance 
Company (Heavy Maintenance). 

Butler’s mechanized task force 
started out early on 18 August, first 
following the 45th Division’s trail 
west to the Barjols area, and then 
striking north on its own. By noon 
the force had reached the Verdon 
River, ten miles above Barjols, but 
found the highway bridge destroyed 
and was unable to cross until about 
1600, despite assistance from the FFI 
and local French civilians. Then, with 
only about four hours of daylight left 
and five hours of fuel, Butler decided 
to wait for his resupply column, due 
to arrive that night. Meanwhile, one 
element of the force, Troop C, which 
had taken a slightly different route 
north, bumped into a portion of the 
LX11 Corps staff that had eluded the 
airborne units, and captured the un- 
fortunate General Neuling. 

The next day, 19 August, the main 
body of the task force struck out 
northwest, crossing to the west bank 
of the Durance River to take advan- 
tage of better roads there, and contin- 
ued north to Sisteron. Troops A and 
B of the 117th Cavalry remained on 
the eastern side of the river and, after 
a few minor skirmishes with isolated 
German units, entered Sisteron unop- 



9 The 117th Cavalry Squadron consisted of three 
reconnaissance troops (A, B, and C), a self-pro- 
pelled assault gun troop (E), and a company of light 
tanks (F) (there was no Company or Troop D). The 
753d Tank Battalion left behind Company A, 
medium tanks, and Company D, light tanks. 
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posed about 1800 hours. The main 
column, its march north disturbed 
only by a mistaken strafing attack 
from friendly aircraft, reached the 
town shortly thereafter. The only siza- 
ble action took place at Digne, fifteen 
miles southeast of Sisteron, where ar- 
mored elements of Butler’s force 
helped an FFI battalion convince 
about 500 to 600 German defend- 
ers — mostly administrative and logisti- 
cal troops — to surrender after several 
hours of fighting. 10 

That evening Butler refueled his 
vehicles, established outposts north of 
Sisteron, and sent out several mobile 
patrols to the west, which scouted to 
within thirty miles of Avignon and the 
Rhone. With good radio communica- 
tions established with VI Corps head- 
quarters and several intact bridges 
over the Durance River in his hands, 
he was ready to move his task force 
either north toward Grenoble or 
west-northwest toward the Rhone 
River in the vicinity of Montelimar. 
Impatiently he awaited Truscott’s 
orders. 

Accelerating the Campaign 

The campaign in southern France 
was quickly reaching a crisis point. 
Well before 19 August the unexpect- 
ed weakness of German resistance in 
the assault area had brought about 
two significant changes in Seventh 
Army plans. 11 The first was Truscott’s 



10 For the interaction of Task Force Butler and 
local FFI, see unpublished paper, Arthur L. Funk, 
“Allies and Maquis: Liberation of Basses Alpes 
(Alpes de Haute-Provence) and Hautes Alpes — 
August 1944,“ 16 pp. (copy CMH). 

11 This section is based largely on Seventh Army 
Rpt, I, 152; Headquarters, Seventh Army, “Diary for 
Commanding General, Seventh Army,” vol. II (of 



exploitation order of late 16 August, 
which had started the 3d and 45th Di- 
visions westward and TF Butler 
northward. The second, made by 
Patch, was to accelerate the unloading 
of the French II Corps. 

Original plans had called for the 
first echelon of the French II Corps 
to land between 16 and 18 August, 
and the second between the 21st and 
the 25th. Seeking to exploit German 
weakness and speed up the move to 
Toulon and Marseille, Patch, in con- 
junction with Admiral Hewitt and 
General de Lattre, pushed up the 
schedule. The bulk of the first French 
echelon came ashore on 16 August, 
and elements of various French ar- 
mored units arrived the next day. 
This allowed the troop transports to 
make a rapid trip back to Corsica, and 
return with troops of the second ech- 
elon on the 18th. By nightfall that day 
almost all troops of the II Corps (ex- 
cepting those of one armored combat 
command and one regiment) were 
ashore, but scarcely half the trucks, 
tanks, tank destroyers, artillery, and 
other heavy equipment were on hand. 

Meanwhile, on 17 August, Patch 
and de Lattre decided to move the 
French troops up to the line of the 
Real Martin and Gapeau rivers on the 
19th instead of assembling all of 
French II Corps, including its missing 
equipment, near the beaches. This 
decision alone had the French forces 



three volumes), entries for 17-21 Aug 44 (copy in 
CMH, hereafter cited as Seventh Army Diary); Sev- 
enth Army G-2 Rpts 1-8 and 16-23 Aug 44; VI 
Corps G-2 Rpts 1-7 and 15-21 Aug 44; VI Corps 
War Rm Jnl 19-21 Aug 44; Seventh Army FO 2, 
1200 19 Aug 44; Truscott, Command Missions , pp. 
421-23; de Lattre, History y pp. 71-75; von Luttichau, 
“German Operations,” ch. 10. 
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moving westward at least six days ear- 
lier than originally planned. Finally, 
rather than waiting until 25 August, 
when all the French vehicles and 
equipment would be ashore, de Lattre 
wanted to attack Toulon as soon as 
possible, asking only for the return of 
Sudre’s armor on the 19th and the 
loan of artillery ammunition from 
Seventh Army stocks. With this help, 
he felt he could launch an effective 
assault on 20 August before the Ger- 
mans had time to organize their de- 
fenses. Patch agreed to the accelera- 
tion, supplied the ammunition de 
Lattre needed, released CC1 to 
French control, and at noon on the 
19th directed de Lattre to move im- 
mediately toward Toulon and Mar- 
seille. 

Simultaneously, Patch ordered VI 
Corps to push westward to Aix-en- 
Provence, fifteen miles north of Mar- 
seille, in order to protect the north- 
ern flank of the attacking French. The 
American corps was also to secure 
crossings over the Durance River; 
seize Sisteron (which TF Butler 
reached about four hours later); con- 
tinue strong reconnaissance north- 
ward; and prepare to start the 36th 
Division north toward Grenoble. 

Seventh Army’s new orders also re- 
flected changes in Allied estimates of 
German capabilities and intentions in 
southern France. Patch’s intelligence 
staff had originally expected that Army 
Group G , after making every effort to 
contain the Allied beachhead, would 
conduct an all-out defense of Toulon 
and Marseille, and, after it had ex- 
hausted its defensive potential east of 
the lower Rhone, would ultimately 
undertake a fighting withdrawal up 
the Rhone valley. But late on 17 



August Seventh Army planners re- 
ceived information through ULTRA 
channels that forced them to revise 
this estimate. According to an 
ULTRA intercept, Army Group G was 
about to initiate a general withdrawal 
of its forces from southwestern 
France and the Atlantic coast south of 
Brest; if accurate, the withdrawal of 
the Nineteenth Army could not be far 
behind, and the success of the land- 
ing was assured. 

The German Withdrawal 

In Germany, OKW was more con- 
cerned about Army Group B in north- 
ern France than about Army Group G 
in the south. The Allied breakout 
from the Normandy beachheads at St. 
Lo, the failure of the German coun- 
terattack at Mortain, and the threat- 
ened Allied envelopment of the 
German forces in the Falaise Pocket, 
all pointed to a major German disas- 
ter in the north. At the same time, the 
Anvil landings made it impossible for 
Army Group G to withdraw from south- 
ern France to northern Italy if 
German defenses in the Normandy 
area finally collapsed. Accordingly, on 
16 August OKW put the issue before 
Hitler: either authorize the immediate 
withdrawal of Army Groups B and G or 
preside over the destruction of both. 
Having no real choice, Hitler reluc- 
tantly assented, and OKW quickly 
issued the necessary orders. 

From the start, German execution 
of the orders was hampered by poor 
communications. The withdrawal 
orders for Army Group G were in two 
parts. About 1115 on 17 August 
Blaskowitz’s headquarters received 
the first part, pertaining mainly to 
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forces on the Atlantic coast and in 
southwestern France. This order 
came directly to Army Group G from 
OKW, and it was not until 1430 on 
the same day that Blaskowitz received 
an identical directive relayed through 
OB West channels. Presumably OKW 
dispatched the second part of the 
order, pertaining largely to the Nine- 
teenth Army , at 1730 on 17 August, but 
neither OB West nor Army Group G re- 
ceived the second order that day. 
Such was the state of German com- 
munications that it was 1100 on the 
18 th before Blaskowitz, via OKW 
radio channels, received the second 
part of the order, which directed the 
Nineteenth Army to withdraw northward 
from southern France. Meanwhile, by 
early afternoon of the 18th, ULTRA 
sources had supplied the Seventh 
Army with the second part; thus Patch 
and Wiese were probably evaluating 
the new information at about the 
same time. 12 Both armies now had to 
consider how best to react to the 
sudden change in plans. 

Upon receiving the Atlantic coast- 
southwestern France directive on the 
17th, Blaskowitz had ordered Lt. Gen. 
Karl Sachs, who commanded the 



12 The first part of the withdrawal orders is 
ULTRA Msg XL 6753, 171408 Aug 44, and the 
second is XL 6919, 181356 Aug 44, ULTRA Collec- 
tion, MHI. According to data presented in Bennett, 
Ultra in the West , p, 159, and Hinsley et al., British In- 
telligence in the Second World War, III, 2, pp. 274-75, 
the ULTRA decrypt of the first part of the with- 
drawal order was based on an ENIGMA intercept 
from Naval Group West to Admiral Atlantic at 0940, 17 
August, and was dispatched to the field at 1408 that 
day. The second part was based on an intercept at 
1730, 17 August (source not noted), and dispatched 
to the field at 1356, 18 August. Although both mes- 
sages dealt with the withdrawal of Army Group G 
forces, each is distinct from the other and not 
“part” of a larger order. See also von Luttichau, 
“German Operations,” ch. 10, pp. 1-7. 



LXIV Corps on the Atlantic front, to 
begin moving eastward immediately. 
The LXIV Corps was to assemble most 
of its assigned forces — the I6th and 
159th Infantry Divisions , miscellaneous 
army combat and service units, and a 
conglomeration of small air force and 
naval organizations — in the northern 
part of Army Group G’s Atlantic sector. 
These units, representing three-quar- 
ters of LXIV Corps' strength and virtu- 
ally its entire combat complement, 
were to move generally eastward 
south of the Loire River to a rendez- 
vous with the main body of Army 
Group G north of Lyon. Left behind 
on the Atlantic coast were the garri- 
sons of three coastal strongpoints that 
Hitler directed be held to the end: De- 
fense Area La Rochelle , Fortress Gironde 
North , and Fortress Gironde South . LXIV 
Corps was also to leave a small force at 
Bordeaux until the German Navy 
could put to sea a few submarines un- 
dergoing repairs there. 

In the extreme southwest, 
Blaskowitz wanted Maj. Gen. Otto 
Schmidt-Hartung of the 564th Liaison 
Staff a military government organiza- 
tion, to lead a motley collection of 
army service units and air force 
troops out of the Pyrenees-Carcas- 
sonne Gap-Toulouse area to join 
other Army Group G units along the 
west bank of the Rhone near Avi- 
gnon. 

The second OKW message — a 
“Hitler Sends” directive — ordering 
the northward deployment of the 
Nineteenth Army, called for a more 
carefully thought out withdrawal con- 
cept. On the western Mediterranean 
coast, the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps, with 
the 716th Infantry Division as its princi- 
pal combat component, was to retire 
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up the west bank of the Rhone, pick- 
ing up Schmidt-Hartung’s group, 
some local naval units, three infantry 
battalions of the 189th Division , one or 
two Luftwaffe infantry training regi- 
ments, and other miscellaneous units. 
On Army Group G’ s far eastern flank, 
the 148th Division and the 157th Re- 
serve Mountain Division no longer con- 
cerned Blaskowitz because the OKW 
withdrawal orders had transferred the 
two divisions to OB Southwest in Italy, 
and their retirement to the Alps 
seemed a relatively simple affair. 13 

Extracting that portion of the Nine- 
teenth Army engaged in combat was by 
far the most difficult undertaking. 
Blaskowitz’s concept called for these 
forces to retire through successive de- 
fense lines, holding the U.S. Seventh 
Army east of the Rhone and south of 
the Durance until the 1 1th Panzer Divi- 
sion, the bulk of the 198th Division , 
and the two remaining regimental 
combat teams of the 338th Division 
could cross the Rhone to participate 
in a general withdrawal up the east 
bank. The garrisons at Toulon and 
Marseille, ordered by Hitler to fight 
to the death, were to tie down as 
many Allied troops as possible and 
ensure that the harbor facilities did 
not fall into Allied hands intact. 

On 18 and 19 August the staffs of 
the Nineteenth Army and LXXXV Corps 
drew up detailed plans for the with- 
drawal, specifying three successive 



13 Seventh Army intelligence during late August 
placed these two weak units, along with the 5 th 
Mountain Division and elements of the 90th Panzei' 
Grenadier Division , under the LXXV Corps, with a de- 
fensive mission along the Fran co-Italian Alpine 
border, protecting OB Southwest ' s rear. “G-2 Histo- 
ry: Seventh Army Operations in Europe,” I, 15-31 
August 44, Box 2, William W. Quinn Papers, MHI. 



north-south delaying positions, la- 
beled A, B, and C. The first, line A, 
began above Marseille and centered 
on Aix-en-Provence; the second, line 
B, was located between Lake Berre 
and the Durance River; and a third, 
line C, was just west of the Rhone. 
Kniess wanted his LXXXV Corps units 
to reach line A during the night of 
19-20 August; line B during the night 
of 20-21 August; and line C before 
daylight on the 22d. The Nineteenth 
Army expected him to hold along line 
C until evening on the 23d, by which 
time, Wiese hoped, all preparations 
would be complete for a rapid, well- 
organized withdrawal up the Rhone 
valley, with the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps 
on the west bank and the LXXXV 
Corps on the east. 

For the Germans, the appearance 
of American mechanized forces north 
of the Durance River on the 19th was 
an unwelcome surprise. As yet, Army 
Group G had little solid information 
concerning Task Force Butler, but 
Blaskowitz had learned enough by 
nightfall on the 19th to realize that he 
might have a problem securing the 
eastern flank of his forces withdraw- 
ing up the Rhone valley. With the 
Nineteenth Army already having trouble 
holding back VI Corps in the area 
south of the Durance River, a strong 
threat north of the Durance might 
turn a carefully phased withdrawal 
into a rout. On the other hand, 
Blaskowitz felt he had sufficient 
strength to deal with any immediate 
threat north of the Durance, and also 
estimated that for the time being a 
major thrust northward toward Gre- 
noble and Lyon was of secondary im- 
portance in Allied planning. 

On the evening of 19 August, 
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German attention thus remained fo- 
cused on the critical Avignon area, 
the focal point for German forces 
withdrawing both east across the 
Rhone and north across the Durance. 
By that time substantial components 
of the 11th Panzer Division and the 
198th and 338th Infantry Divisions still 
had to cross to the east bank of the 
Rhone on a single ferry near Avignon 
and on two more farther south. In ad- 
dition, the Germans had to hold 
crossings over the Durance east of 
Avignon until the LXXXV Corps as 
well as units coming over the Rhone 
south of Avignon could move north 
across the Durance. A strong Allied 
drive toward Avignon could cut off 
much of the LXXXV Corps. An addi- 
tional concern was an Allied drive to 
and across the Rhone south of Avi- 
gnon before the IV Luftwaffe Field 
Corps , withdrawing up the Rhone’s 
west bank, could escape. If that hap- 
pened, the bulk of the IV Luftwaffe 
Field Corps would probably be lost. 
Under these circumstances, Generals 
Blaskowitz and Wiese could hardly 
avoid the conclusion that a strong 
Seventh Army drive to the Rhone in 
the Avignon area would be the Allies’ 
most logical, timely, and likely course 
of action. 

In the Allied camp, however, the 
proper course of action was not so 
evident. Based on the ULTRA infor- 
mation that Patch had received on 17 
and 18 August, the Seventh Army’s 
best move appeared to be an immedi- 
ate push toward the Rhone in an at- 
tempt to cut off the Nineteenth Army . 
But a number of factors stayed 
Patch’s hand. Logistics had now 
become a major problem. A general 
shortage of trucks and gasoline meant 



that the Allied logistical system could 
not immediately support a major 
effort to cut off the Nineteenth Army at 
Avignon or farther north up the 
Rhone valley. For deeper operations 
inland, Toulon and Marseille would 
have to be taken and rehabilitated, a 
task that a strong German defense 
might make exceedingly difficult. In 
northern France, Eisenhower’s forces 
were already suffering from a lack of 
operational ports, and Patch, with 
comparatively little over-the-beach 
supply capability, could not afford 
similar difficulties. Thus, on the 19th, 
he made Aix-en-Provence the western 
limit of Truscott’s VI Corps advance, 
primarily to protect the Seventh 
Army’s main effort, which was seizing 
Toulon and Marseille. 

Toulon and Marseille 

Before the invasion, de Lattre had 
planned to capture Toulon and Mar- 
seille in succession, but the acceler- 
ated French landings allowed him to 
envision almost concurrent actions 
against both ports. 14 He divided his 
forces into two groups: one under Lt. 
Gen. Edgar de Larminat consisting of 
two infantry divisions, some tanks, 
and the African Commando Group; 
the other under Maj. Gen. Aime de 
Goislard de Monsabert consisting of 
an infantry division, some tanks, and 
a ranger-type unit. De Larminat was 
to attack Toulon westward along the 
coast; de Monsabert was to maintain 
flank contact with the VI Corps on 
the right, strike into Toulon from the 



14 Dc Lattre, History, pp. 12-lb, 95-97; Army B, 
Genl Opns Order 5, 19 Aug 44; Army B, Particular 
Order 8, 20 Aug 44. 
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north, drive to the coast to encircle 
the city, and, if possible,, probe west 
toward Marseille. From the afternoon 
of 19 August through the night, 
French troops poured westward from 
the landing beaches to take positions 
for the assault against Toulon on the 
following day. 

If the Germans had had more time 
and materiel, they might have turned 
Toulon into a formidable fortress. 
The local garrison consisted of about 
18,000 troops, including 5,500 naval 
personnel and 2,800 air force men, 
plus naval and army artillery and anti- 
aircraft guns. Equally important, the 
port was virtually surrounded by 
rugged hills and mountains — those to 
the north rising to nearly 2,500 feet. 
If Toulon was strongly defended, the 
Allied timetable could be severely dis- 
rupted. However, from the start 
German command difficulties ham- 
pered the organization of a coherent 
defense. The senior admiral of the 
port had died of a heart attack several 
days before Anvil, and General 
Baessler, the senior army officer, had 
been cut off from the city several days 
afterward. Rear Adm. Heinrich 
Ruhfus, who subsequently took com- 
mand of the German defense, did the 
best he could and evacuated the in- 
creasingly restive civilian population, 
probably about 100,000 men, women, 
and children, prior to the battle. But 
Ruhfus needed time to reorganize his 
forces. The existing defenses were 
strongest in the wrong places. On the 
landward approaches, they were 
spotty and incomplete — in some cases 
no more than roadblocks — and little 
attention had been paid to the north- 
ern and western sectors of the city. If 
the Allies moved quickly, the Ger- 



mans would have difficulty putting up 
any effective resistance. 

The French attacked on the morn- 
ing of 20 August, and the first results 
were less than promising. 15 Heavy ar- 
tillery, antitank, and machine-gun fire 
was initially severe along the coastal 
road, and de Larminat’s forces had to 
reduce, one by one, a series of major 
and minor strongpoints. Infantrymen 
clawed their way to the outskirts of 
Hyeres, nine miles east of Toulon, 
late in the day; but determined 
German resistance stopped the 
French drive from the northeast \(Map \ 
8). In the west, however, de Monsa- 



bert’s units achieved spectacular suc- 
cess. Swinging across high rough 
mountains, they outflanked the 
German defenders and pushed 
through the western approaches to 
the city, some leading elements pene- 
trating to within less than two miles 
of the Toulon waterfront. Another 
group, operating approximately six 
miles west of Toulon, cut the main 
highway between Toulon and Mar- 



15 The following account is based on de Lattre, 
History , ch. 5; La Premiere Division Blindee au Combat 
(Malakoff-Seine, 1947), pp. 32-52; de Monsabert, La 
3eme Division d’Infanterie Algerienne dans la Bataille de 
Provence , Toulon-Marseilles, Aout 1944 (Offenburg, 
n.d.), pp. 21-65; Histoire de la Neuvieme Division 
d'lnfanterie Coloniale (Lyon, n.d.), pp. 30-38; La Ire D. 
F. L.: Epopee dune Reconquete, Juin 1940-Mai 1945 
(Paris, 1946), pp. 124-27; 3d Algerian Inf Div, Jour- 
nale de Marche, 19-31 Aug 44; and French Army B, 
Comptes Rendus de 3eme Bureau, 18-31 Aug 44. 
For additional information on French units through- 
out the course of the later campaigns, see the Ser- 
vice Historique de l’Armee, Guerre 1939-1945: Les 
Grandes Unites Francoises, Historique Succinct, 6 vols. 
(Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1972-76), especially 
the daily corps situation reports in vol. V, “Cam- 
pagnes de France et d’Allemagnei” pt. Ill of three 
parts, or subvolumes) (hereafter cited as Historique 
Succinct ); and interviews of Marcel Vigneras, a CMH 
historian, with various French commanders in 1945 
(hereafter cited as Vigneras Intervs). 
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seille, with elements of de Monsa- 
bert’s armor approaching the strongly 
defended village of Aubagne, which 
was eight miles from Marseille and 
the key to the eastern approaches to 
that city. In addition, troops of the 
U.S. 3d Division, preparing to attack 
Aix-en-Provence, spilled into the 
French zone and came within six 
miles of Aubagne. 

On the morning of the 21st the 
French attacked Toulon with renewed 
vigor. While some units hammered 



away toward the city along the coast, 
others continued to encircle the port 
on the north and west. Progress in 
the north was disappointing as 
German resistance stiffened. One 
French tank company managed to 
penetrate to about three and a half 
miles from the principal square in 
Toulon, but was cut off, taking heavy 
casualties while holding out for 
almost thirty-six hours. 

Toward the end of the day, de Lar- 
minat, believing that the operations 
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against the two ports demanded a 
unified command, requested permis- 
sion to take charge of the entire oper- 
ation. De Lattre turned the corps 
commander down and, after a lengthy 
argument between the two quick-tem- 
pered generals, dismissed de Lar- 
minat and took direct control of the 
operation. 16 The command change 
had little, if any, effect on French op- 
erations. 

On the 23d, the French continued 
to exert pressure on Toulon, forcing 
the Germans back into their inner 
fortifications, overrunning German 
strongpoints west of the city, and 
opening rail and highway connections 
toward Marseille. As the fighting con- 
tinued, the German defense lost co- 
hesion, and negotiations opened for 
the surrender of isolated German 
groups. The last organized German 
resistance ended on 26 August, and a 
small command garrison under Admi- 
ral Ruhfus surrendered on the 28th 
after two days of intense Allied air 
and naval bombardment. The battle 
cost the French about 2,700 men 
killed and wounded, while the Ger- 
mans lost their entire garrison of 
18,000. However, the French claimed 
to have taken almost 17,000 prison- 
ers, indicating that only about 1,000 
Germans lost their lives defending the 
city — hardly a serious attempt to 
follow Hitler’s order to fight to the 
last man. Toulon had been secured a 
full week ahead of Allied expecta- 
tions. 

Even as the French invested 
Toulon, part of their forces were 
moving on their second objective, 



16 General de Larminat later received a command 
on the Atlantic coast. Vigneras Intervs, p. 14. 



Marseille. From the beginning of the 
attacks, de Lattre had decided that 
the conquest of Toulon would not 
absorb his entire force and directed 
de Monsabert to probe aggressively 
to the west. Although reminding his 
subordinate of Toulon’s priority, de 
Lattre probably expected him to in- 
terpret his instructions as broadly as 
possible and to exploit favorable op- 
portunities to speed the seizure of 
Marseille. But de Monsabert’s first 
objective was Aubagne. 

The German force at Aubagne was 
part of the 13,000-man garrison of 
Marseille, which included several key 
units of the 244th Infantry Division and 
2,500 naval and 3,900 Luftwaffe per- 
sonnel, all under the control of Maj. 
Gen. Hans Schaeffer, the 244th Divi- 
sion commander. The landward ap- 
proaches to Marseille gave the Ger- 
mans significant defensive advantages, 
but again time and lack of materiel 
worked against them. Their fortifica- 
tions were less extensive than at 
Toulon, and the half a million civilian 
inhabitants of the second largest city 
in France were becoming increasingly 
hostile. Schaeffer had chosen not to 
evacuate the city, and as the attacking 
French military forces drew near, the 
FFI became bolder, encouraged by a 
major civil uprising on the morning 
of 22 August. 

Without waiting to reduce Au- 
bagne, de Monsabert positioned his 
units, consisting of less than a divi- 
sion in strength, around the eastern 
and northern outskirts of the city to 
harass the confused defenders. Gains 
on the 22d put French troops within 
five to eight miles of the heart of the 
city, and they prepared to strike well 
into the port on the following day. 
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French Troops in Marseille, August 1944 



While approving de Monsabert’s initi- 
ative, de Lattre was concerned by the 
dispersal of the attacking forces. 
Patch had informed him of the ap- 
pearance of the 11th Panzer Division in 
the Aix-en-Provence area, and de 
Monsabert’s trucks and combat vehi- 
cles were running low on fuel. 17 Be- 
lieving that the French lacked suffi- 
cient strength for a full-fledged battle 
in Marseille, should it come to that, 
de Lattre instructed de Monsabert to 
back off a bit and ring the city with 
his troops, but to limit his offensive 
operations to clearing the suburbs 
until more units arrived. 

On the ground, de Monsabert be- 



17 De Lattre, History, p. 100. See p. 142 of this 
volume. 



lieved that more could be lost than 
gained by holding back. He relayed 
de Lattre’s orders to his own subordi- 
nates, but his instructions to Col. 
Abel Felix Andre Chappuis, who com- 
manded the 7th Algerian Tirailleurs, 
were flexible. Spurred by calls for as- 
sistance from resistance groups inside 
Marseille, Chappuis’ infantry prowled 
the eastern suburbs; in the early 
hours of 23 August, one battalion, en- 
couraged by large crowds of exuber- 
ant French civilians, plunged into the 
city itself. By 0800, the tirailleurs had 
begun pushing through the city 
streets, and two hours later, after cut- 
ting through the center of Marseille, 
they reached the waterfront. Later 
that day the rest of the regiment en- 
tered the city from the north and 
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northeast. This unplanned drive de- 
cided the issue, and the fighting, like 
the final days in Toulon, became a 
matter of battling from street to 
street, from house to house, and from 
strongpoint to strongpoint, with 
ardent FFI support. 

On the evening of 27 August, 
Schaeffer parlayed with de Monsabert 
to arrange terms, and a formal sur- 
render became effective at 1300, 28 
August, the same day as the capitula- 
tion at Toulon. The French had lost 
1,825 men killed and wounded in the 
battle for Marseille, had taken rough- 
ly 11,000 prisoners, and had again ac- 
complished their mission well ahead 
of the Allied planning schedule. 18 

West to the Rhone 

Meanwhile, the general picture of 
German weakness along the ap- 
proaches to the Rhone changed on 
the afternoon of 2 1 August when ele- 
ments of the 11th Panzer Division were 
reported west of the river. Patch and 
Truscott wondered whether the 
German armored movements, about 
which they could learn little, might in- 
dicate a counterattack. Truscott’s only 
reserve, the 36th Division, was al- 
ready on its way north on the route 
followed by Task Force Butler, as was 
a regiment of the 45th Division. Trus- 
cott had been considering sending the 
entire 45th Division to the north, but 
now tabled this idea and ordered the 
3d and 45th Divisions to halt along a 
north-south line above Marseille. 19 



18 See La 3 erne Division d' Infan terie Algerienne dam la 
Bataille de Provence , p. 6; de Lattre, History, pp. 1 14— 
15; and Seventh Army G-3 Rpts. 

19 See pp. 150-151 of this volume. 



Unknown to the Allied command- 
ers, the Germans had no intention of 
mounting a counterattack. Wiese’s de- 
cision to send a tank-infantry task 
force with about ten tanks toward 
Aix-en-Provence was a reaction to 
what had been, until the 21st, a 
steady Allied push to the Rhone. The 
task force was merely to give the 
Americans pause, something to think 
about. Wiese hoped to slow American 
progress and buy time for Kniess’ 
LXXXV Corps withdrawal. Truscott, in 
any case, had been ordered to hold 
up until Toulon and Marseille were 
secure. As a result, Kniess was able to 
withdraw the remainder of his forces 
without interference. His corps as- 
sembled along the second defensive 
line on the morning of 21 August and 
pulled back easily to the final line 
during the following night. By the 
morning of the 22d, almost all units 
scheduled to cross over the Rhone 
from the west were on the eastern 
bank, and the bulk of Petersen’s IV 
Luftwaffe Field Corps , still west of the 
Rhone, was moving north and coming 
abreast of Kniess on the other side. 

Deployed along the final defensive 
line early on the 22d, Kniess planned 
to hold until dark on the 23d. His de- 
fenses extended from the Rhone 
River at Arles, northeast to the Dur- 
ance River at Orgon, and then north 
thirty miles to Avignon and the main 
Rhone valley. The focal point was 
Orgon, where the Durance River 
passed through a defile two miles 
wide. The Germans had to hold the 
gap until all of Kniess’ units could 
cross the river to the north bank. 
Concerned about his eastern flank, 
Wiese sent reconnaissance units of 
the 11th Panzer Division to probe north 
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of the Durance and ascertain the in- 
tentions of the American armored 
forces that Wiese knew were active 
there; but the unit found little except 
assorted FFI resistance units. 

Not until late in the morning of the 
22d was Truscott sufficiently satisfied 
about German intentions in the lower 
Rhone. With the attacks against the 
ports proceeding as planned, he re- 
leased another regiment of the 45th 
Division for redeployment northward, 
but decided to keep the 3d Division 
south of the Durance until French 
forces could relieve it. Both the 3d 
Division and the remainder of the 
45th advanced westward during the 
day, and both units reached Kniess’ 
abandoned second line that after- 
noon. 

Wiese now began to worry less 
about his southern front. Increasingly 
disturbed by threats developing on 
the eastern flank of his withdrawal 
route, he ordered all elements of the 
11th Panzer Division to move immedi- 
ately north; he alerted Kniess to start 
the 198th Division moving up the 
Rhone as well, leaving him only the 
weak 338th Division and miscellaneous 



attached units to hold the Durance 
crossings at Orgon, to protect his 
southern flank, and to defend Avi- 
gnon against an American sweep. 
Wiese now wanted all his units to be 
north of the Durance well before dark 
on 23 August, the time previously set 
for abandoning the final line below 
the Durance. 

On the 23d, with the ports not yet 
secure, Patch and Truscott cautiously 
limited the 3d Division’s movement 
west and thereby may have sacrificed 
an opportunity to cut off major por- 
tions of Kniess’ corps south of the 
Durance or to block the withdrawal of 
Petersen’s corps. Virtually undis- 
turbed during the daylight hours, the 
remainder of Kniess’ forces crossed 
the Durance during the night of 23- 
24 August. On 24 August, as French 
units began to relieve elements of the 
3d Division, and Allied troops occu- 
pied Avignon unopposed, Kniess’ 
LXXXV Corps escaped. His forces, to- 
gether with those of Petersen, now 
marched rapidly up the Rhone valley 
toward Montelimar, thirty miles away, 
and the focus of operations quickly 
began to shift to the north. 




CHAPTER IX 



The Battle of Montelimar 



As de Lattre’s French forces pre- 
pared to move against the port cities 
with the bulk of Truscott’s VI Corps on 
their northern flank, Patch began to 
consider his future course of action if 
all went well along the coast. His first 
task, to secure the landing area, had 
been accomplished; seizing Toulon 
and Marseille was his next major objec- 
tive. The ports would give him the lo- 
gistical base he needed for a sustained 
drive north to join Eisenhower’s armies 
in northern France, his third major 
task. But until the ports were secure, 
supplying his American divisions with 
fuel, vehicles, and ammunition for any- 
thing so ambitious would be extremely 
difficult. Nevertheless, both he and 
Truscott were eager to exploit the 
rapid German withdrawal and unwill- 
ing to allow the remainder of the Nine- 
teenth Army to escape intact, especially if 
the Germans intended to make a stand 
farther up the narrow Rhone valley. 
Truscott had created Task Force 
Butler for this purpose. With its motor- 
ized infantry battalion, its approxi- 
mately thirty medium tanks, twelve 
tank destroyers, and twelve self-pro- 
pelled artillery pieces, and the armored 
cars, light tanks, and trucks of the cav- 
alry squadron, TF Butler represented a 
balanced, mobile offensive force. 



Task Force Butler ( 19-21 August ) 

On 19 August, Butler’s vehicles 
were already well on their way north. 
At noon, shortly before Butler 
reached Sisteron, Patch directed 
Truscott to alert one infantry division 
for a drive northward on Grenoble. 
Truscott, in turn, instructed General 
Dahlquist, the 36th Division com- 
mander, to be prepared to have his 
unit execute the order early the fol- 
lowing day. 1 The VI Corps command- 
er expected at least one regiment of 
the 36th Division to be at Sisteron on 
the afternoon of the 20th. Convinced 
of German intentions to withdraw up 
the Rhone valley, Truscott also ra- 
dioed Butler to hold at Sisteron and 
await the arrival of Dahlquist’s units, 
adding that he should continue his 
patrols westward to “determine the 
practicability of seizing the high 

Un addition to unit records, the following ac- 
count is based on the following: Truscott, Command 
Missions, pp. 423-34; Seventh Army FO 2, 1200, 19 
Aug 44; 36th Div OI 200200B Aug 44 (note: early 
OIs identified only by date-time group); Msg, CofS 
36th Div to CO 143d Inf, 2208 19 Aug, 143d Inf 
Jnl, 19 Aug 44; Butler, “Task Force Butler”; Seventh 
Avny Rpt, I, 188-228; and Hixon, “TF Butler.” For 
another participant’s account of the battle, see 
Adams Interv (Adams commanded the 143d regi- 
ment at Montelimar), pp. 61-65, Paul D. Adams 
Papers, MHI. 




THE BATTLE OF MONTELIMAR 



145 



ground north of Montelimar.” 2 Mon- 
telimar, a small city on the east bank 
of the Rhone River about fifty miles 
north of Avignon and sixty miles west 
of Sisteron, lay astride the most prob- 
able German route of withdrawal. (See 
Map 7.) 

Butler, whose radio communica- 
tions with VI Corps headquarters had 
become intermittent, never received 
the message. 3 The only instructions 
arriving during the night of 19-20 
August stated that the mission of his 
task force was unchanged. Shortly 
before midnight, Butler thus reported 
his intention to continue his recon- 
naissance activities the following 
morning, but warned that shortages 
of fuel and supplies would limit his 
advance to forty miles in any direc- 
tion. He emphasized his need for fur- 
ther instructions that would enable 
him to direct his main effort either 
north to Grenoble or west to Monteli- 
mar and the Rhone. The general also 
felt uneasy remaining stationary at 
Sisteron, deep in enemy territory, 
with limited logistical support. The 
FFI and his own artillery liaison 
planes had reported a strong, mobile 
German force at Grenoble and a large 
garrison at Gap, about thirty miles 
above Sisteron. Both could block But- 
ler’s advance northward. Expecting 
Grenoble to be his immediate objec- 
tive, Butler decided to establish a 
strong outpost at the Croix Haute 
Pass, about forty miles north on the 



2 Truscott, Command Missions , p. 424. 

3 On Butler’s radio and air liaison difficulties, see 
Hixon, “TF Butler,” pp. 21-23 and Enclosure 5. 
Butler received an excellent SCR-299 mobile radio 
on the 19th, but it did not end his communications 
problems, possibly because of the increasingly diffi- 
cult local topography. 



main highway to Grenoble, and to 
dispatch a force to Gap. Meanwhile, 
he sent his operations officer in a liai- 
son plane to corps headquarters for 
more specific guidance. 

On the following morning, 20 
August, Butler grouped the main 
body of his task force at Sisteron and 
Aspres, thirty miles to the northeast, 
and sent reinforced cavalry troops to 
the pass at Croix Haute and to Gap. 
Both forces reached their objectives 
during the afternoon, the Gap patrol 
capturing over 900 German prisoners 
after a short skirmish aided by local 
FFI elements. By dusk Task Force 
Butler was thus spread over a wide 
area, but oriented more for an ad- 
vance on Grenoble than one on Mon- 
telimar. Supply convoys brought 
Butler news on the approach of 36th 
Division elements, but his operations 
officer returned with no information 
other than that new orders would be 
forthcoming sometime that night. 

On the evening of the 20th, Butler 
met with Brig. Gen. Robert I. Stack, 
the assistant division commander of 
the 36th. Stack, arriving with an ad- 
vance echelon of the division head- 
quarters and a regimental task force 
built around two battalions of the 
143d Infantry (its third battalion was 
with Butler), passed on to Butler what 
information he could: that the 36th 
Division was now displacing north; 
that Truscott had released the divi- 
sion’s 142d Infantry from corps re- 
serve at noon that day, and this regi- 
ment was now arriving at Castellane, 
thirty-five miles away; and that the 
141st Infantry had finally been re- 
lieved by airborne troops on the Sev- 
enth Army’s right flank and would 
follow north the next morning. How- 
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American Armor Moves Inland 



ever, he warned Butler that all divi- 
sional movements had been slowed 
by a serious shortage of fuel and 
trucks, and that most units were 
moving north in time-consuming 
company-sized shuttles. Precisely 
when they would reach Sisteron was 
unknown. The assistant division com- 
mander further explained that he in- 
tended to have the 143d Infantry 
strike out for Grenoble on the follow- 
ing morning, 21 August, and that it 
was his opinion also that Grenoble 
was Butler’s most logical objective. 

Radioing Dahlquist, Stack asked 
whether the 143d Infantry was to use 
the same roads to Grenoble as Butler. 
Dahlquist, having talked with Truscott 
on the 19th but knowing little of But- 
ler’s movements, responded that 



Butler was to remain in the Sisteron 
area until most of the 36th Division 
had arrived and promised to seek 
clarification on the matter from Trus- 
cott. Communicating with Stack sev- 
eral hours later, Dahlquist instructed 
him to hold all arriving division ele- 
ments in the Sisteron region and to 
cancel the move to Grenoble, explain- 
ing that the division’s objective might 
be changed to the Rhone valley. Fur- 
ther orders, Dahlquist continued, 
would come early the following morn- 
ing. Stack relayed this information to 
Butler about 2300, 20 August, 

Unknown to Stack and Dahlquist, 
Truscott had met again with Patch 
around noon of the 20th, had in- 
formed him of the decision to send 
the 143d Infantry northward, and had 




THE BATTLE OF MONTELIMAR 



147 



requested his approval to follow the 
regiment with the rest of the 36th Di- 
vision and to send Task Force Butler 
west to the Rhone. Patch quickly 
agreed with these plans, which were 
bold undertakings considering the un- 
certain situation in the south and the 
lack of vehicles and fuel. Perhaps 
mindful of these constraints, Truscott 
did not immediately relay these 
orders to Butler, thereby failing to 
forestall the temporary dispersion of 
his task force. By the end of the day, 
however, the corps commander had 
become more certain of German in- 
tentions south of the Durance River 
and of his ability to reinforce Butler if 
necessary. Thus at 2045, 20 August, 
Truscott finally radioed specific in- 
structions to Butler, directing him to 
move to Montelimar at dawn with all 
possible speed. There Butler was to 
seize the town and block the German 
routes of withdrawal. The 36th Divi- 
sion would follow the task force as 
quickly as possible. 

Butler received the message that 
night and acknowledged receipt early 
the next morning. Nevertheless, Trus- 
cott also sent Lt. Col. Theodore J. 
Conway of his G-3 section to Butler’s 
headquarters with more specific writ- 
ten instructions. Reaching Butler’s 
command post at Aspres in the early 
hours of 21 August, Conway deliv- 
ered the letter from Truscott instruct- 
ing Butler to seize the high ground 
immediately north of Montelimar, but 
not the city itself, before dark that 
day. Two battalions of corps artillery 
were on their way to reinforce the 
task force, but initially only a single 
regimental combat team from the 
36th would support the effort; the 
rest of the division would follow later. 



Dahlquist would take control of But- 
ler’s task force when he arrived in the 
forward area. 

The new orders presented several 
problems. First, neither Stack nor 
Dahlquist had been informed of the 
switch in the main effort from Greno- 
ble to Montelimar. Second, Butler’s 
movements on the previous day had 
oriented his advance north toward 
Grenoble, and he needed consider- 
able time to reassemble his scattered 
forces. At the same time, he felt com- 
pelled to leave a small blocking force 
at Gap to secure his rear and, as di- 
rected by supplemental orders from 
Truscott, to retain the block at the 
Croix Haute Pass until 36th Division 
units could take over. 

By daybreak of 21 August, Butler 
had regrouped the bulk of his task 
force at Aspres. Leaving a small de- 
tachment at the pass and a larger one 
at Gap, he started the rest of his com- 
mand rolling westward. Moving with- 
out interference a good twenty-five 
miles, the task force reached Crest on 
the Drome River in the late after- 
noon, about thirteen miles east of the 
Rhone. Before it lay the Rhone valley 
and the setting for the eight-day 
battle of Montelimar. 



The Battle Square 



Almost twenty miles northeast of 
Montelimar, the town of Crest was at 
one corner of what became known as 
the Montelimar Battle Square, bound- 
ed by the Drome River on the north, 
the Rhone River on the west, and the 



Roubion River on the south {Map 9). 
With sides varying from nine to sev- 
enteen miles, the square, or rectan- 
gle, encompassed an area of about 
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250 square miles on ground that al- 
ternated between flat, open farmland 
and rugged, wooded hills, which rose, 
often steeply, to more than 1,900 
feet. 

Montelimar itself is on a small, flat 
plain extending along the north bank 
of the Roubion River, a little over two 



miles east of the Rhone. Route N-7, 
the main north-south artery along the 
Rhone, passes through the city and 
then runs almost due north to the 
Drome. A secondary road, D-6, runs 
northeast from Montelimar about two 
miles to the small village of Sauzet 
and then turns east, skirting the 
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northern bank of the Roubion. On 
Route N-7, about six miles above 
Montelimar, is the small town of La 
Coucourde. Between Montelimar and 
La Coucourde the eastern side of the 
Rhone valley narrows considerably, 
squeezing both N-7 and a parallel 
railway line between the Rhone and a 
high ridgeline, which the American 
troops labeled Hill 300. The ridgeline 
easily dominated Route N-7, as well 
as a parallel road on the west bank of 
the Rhone and the railways on both 
sides. Two other hills to the east, Hill 
294 and Hill 430, provided additional 
observation of both banks of the 
Rhone and, to the south, overlooked 
the approaches to Sauzet and D-6. In 
all, this high ground dominated the 
Rhone valley for a distance of roughly 
fifteen miles. All retreating German 
forces would have to pass through the 
bottleneck that Task Force Butler was 
about to squeeze. 

Initial Skirmishes ( 21-22 August) 

Late in the afternoon of 2 1 August, 
Butler’s men moved south from Crest 
to Puy St. Martin, and then west to 
Marsanne in the center of the square, 
probing farther west through the 
Condillac Pass toward La Coucourde 
and south down Route D-6 toward 
Sauzet and Montelimar. Lt. Col. 
Joseph G. Felber, commanding the 
advance party, immediately recog- 
nized Hill 300 as the key terrain fea- 
ture and established his command 
post nearby at the Chateau Condillac. 
Unable to secure the entire ridgeline 
of Hill 300, Felber set up outposts, 
roadblocks, and guard points and 
posted accompanying FFI soldiers in 
Sauzet. 



German forces were already travel- 
ing north along the main highway, and, 
as soon as an artillery battery could un- 
limber its pieces, Felber had it open 
fire on the German traffic. A second 
battery and several tanks and tank de- 
stroyers soon added their fire, while a 
cavalry troop and some infantry placed 
a roadblock across the main highway, 
until a German attack at dusk drove the 
small force back into the hills. On the 
north bank of the Drome River, an- 
other cavalry troop, after moving west 
from Crest, fired on a German truck 
column fording a stream, and then ad- 
vanced and destroyed about fifty 
German vehicles. 

Upon reaching the forward area, 
Butler ordered the troop operating 
on the Drome back to Crest to pro- 
tect the roads to Puy St. Martin, but 
left a platoon on the north bank of 
the Drome as flank protection. After 
establishing his command post at 
Marsanne, he sent a message to Trus- 
cott’s corps headquarters at 2330 
confirming his unit’s arrival at the ob- 
jective area. His forces, Butler report- 
ed, were thinly spread, but with the 
expected reinforcements — a regiment 
of the 36th Division and more artil- 
lery — he was confident he could deal 
with a determined German reaction 
and launch a successful attack against 
Montelimar the following afternoon. 
However, until he was resupplied with 
ammunition, his artillery and tank de- 
stroyers would be unable to halt all 
the German traffic along the highway. 

The morning of 22 August found 
Butler still waiting for supplies and 
reinforcement. Meanwhile the Ger- 
mans moved first, mounting what was 
to be the first of many efforts to dis- 
lodge the Americans. Grouped 
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around the reconnaissance battalion 
of the 11th Panzer Division and ele- 
ments of the 71st Luftwaffe Infantry 
Training Regiment , 4 an ad hoc force at- 
tacked north from Montelimar about 
noon, took Sauzet, and forced an 
American outpost and the FFI back 
into the hills. The action, however, 
proved to be a feint. The main 
German force reassembled south of 
the Roubion River, advanced nine 
miles east, and then swung north, 
crossing the river and advancing on 
Puy St. Martin and Marsanne, behind 
Butler’s defenses. Almost unopposed, 
the Germans occupied Puy that after- 
noon, cutting the American supply 
line to Crest and Sisteron. 

The German success was short- 
lived. By chance, Butler’s detach- 
ments at Gap and the Croix Haute 
Pass had been relieved by some of 
Stack’s forces on the 21st, and both 
had been traveling to rejoin Butler. 
The Gap group had just turned south 
from Crest on the afternoon of the 
22d, and its commander, realizing the 
implications of the German advance, 
quickly organized a tank-infantry 
counterattack into Puy. While Sher- 
man tank fire blocked the roads lead- 
ing from Puy to Marsanne, the unit 
from Gap cleared Puy that evening, 
destroying ten German vehicles but 
suffering no casualties. 



4 The Luftwaffe unit, which had been leading Pe- 
tersen’s withdrawing columns on the west bank of 
the Rhone, outdistanced the rest of the retreating 
German forces before losing most of its transporta- 
tion to Allied air attacks and FFI ambushes. Some of 
the regiment’s troops then crossed the river near 
Montelimar and, in disarray, hitched rides on vehi- 
cles of the 11th Panzer Division . The Luftwaffe unit 
commander was later court-martialed for his role in 
the regiment’s flight northward and for deserting 
his troops. 



Butler believed that the German 
attack was only a probe to determine 
his strength, and he expected a much 
stronger assault on the following day, 
23 August. Still no units of the 36th 
Division had arrived during the day. 
The only forces joining him on the 
22d were his own detachments from 
Gap and the pass and two 155-mm. 
battalions of VI Corps artillery. 
Equally important, his own artillery 
and armor were dangerously low on 
ammunition, with about twenty-five 
rounds per gun. To preserve his posi- 
tion, he needed both reinforcements 
and resupply. 

Reinforcing the Square 

Around 2200 on the evening of the 
22d, as Butler was beginning to de- 
spair, a single battalion of the 141st In- 
fantry arrived along with the regimen- 
tal commander. Col. John W. Harmo- 
ny. Harmony quickly brought Butler 
up to date on the situation in the rear. 
Throughout the previous day, 2 1 
August, he explained, General Stack 
had been waiting at Sisteron to learn 
whether to move the 143d Infantry to 
Grenoble or Montelimar. Dahlquist, 
the 36th Division commander, had not 
yet been able to determine where Trus- 
cott wanted the Rhone blocked. Al- 
though ready to push the 143d north to 
Grenoble or west to Montelimar, he 
had also ordered the 142d Infantry to 
Gap to protect his eastern flank and 
had sent Harmony’s 141st regiment 
initially to Sisteron to serve as his re- 
serve. Unconfirmed intelligence re- 
ports still placed the 157th Reserve 
Mountain Division in the Grenoble-Gap 
region, and an attack on the 36th Divi- 
sion’s northeastern flank thus re- 
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mained a possibility. Dahlquist had 
then altered these plans on the evening 
of the 21st, judging that the 143d was 
too oriented on Grenoble to assist 
Butler and giving the mission to the 
141st. Harmony related that his regi- 
ment, the last major unit of the 36th 
Division to displace north, had arrived 
in the Sisteron-Aspres area only on the 
morning of the 22d and, due to the 
general shortage of vehicles, had not 
been able to advance much farther. 
Using captured German fuel stores, he 
had finally managed to bring the one 
battalion with him to Marsanne, but 
did not expect the rest of his units to 
reach the Montelimar area until the fol- 
lowing day. In the meantime, Butler 
would have to make do with this limit- 
ed reinforcement. 

The lack of reinforcements reflected 
American indecision. Throughout the 
day and evening of 21 August neither 
Patch nor Truscott had been willing to 
make Montelimar the major effort. 
They were still unable to predict when 
Toulon and Marseille would fall or 
confirm the beginning of a complete 
German withdrawal up the Rhone 
valley. On the morning of the 21st, 
Truscott had ordered one regiment of 
the 45th Division — the 179th Infan- 
try — to Sisteron, but had canceled the 
movement abruptly at 1330 when an 
ULTRA intercept informed him that 
units of the 11th Panzer Division had 
crossed the Rhone and were south of 
the Durance River. 5 Although the radio 



5 ULTRA Msg XL 7178 201029 Aug 44, ULTRA 
Collection, MHI; Truscott, Command Missions, p. 426. 
The message was also supposedly confirmed by 

POW reports according to “G-2 History: Seventh 
Army Operations in Europe,” I, 15-31 Aug 44, 5, 

Box 2, Quinn Papers, MHI, but the POW item may 
have been only a cover story by Quinn, the Seventh 



intercept was accurate, the armored 
threat was just a ruse, for the 11th Pan- 
zers had been able to ferry only a few of 
their imposing machines across the 
Rhone. 6 Nevertheless, the move appar- 
ently succeeded, for Truscott stayed 
his hand; it was not until 2300 that 
evening that he finally ordered Dahl- 
quist to move on to Montelimar, and 
the next day before the 179th regiment 
resumed its movement north. 

When Truscott’s orders arrived, 
late on the 21st, Dahlquist sent the 
rest of Harmony’s 141st regiment on 
its way west and, through the 22d, 
tried to reorient the rest of his scat- 
tered division on Montelimar. To 
secure his northern flank, he decided 
to allow the 143d Infantry to resume 
its advance on Grenoble, which 
Americans entered that afternoon, 
and then have it swing west and 
south, through the city of Valence, 
into the battle square. 7 Transporta- 
tion problems, however, hindered his 
efforts to accelerate the movement of 
the 141st to Montelimar, and to 
follow it with the 142d regiment from 
Gap and the rest of the division. Im- 
patient with these delays, Truscott ar- 
rived at the 36th Division command 
post near Aspres shortly before noon 



Army G-2, to allow Patch to pass the information 
on to Truscott's subordinates and to the French 
without revealing the true source (see p. 124 of this 
volume). 

6 See “11th Panzer Division Rpt of MG von Wie- 
tersheim, 4 June 46,” and G-3, 11th Panzer Division , 
“Remarks Regarding the War History of the Sev- 
enth US Army,” 20 Jun 46 (both unpaginated), in 
John E. Dahlquist Papers, MHI. 

7 For a treatment of the FFI and American actions 
in the Grenoble area, and the withdrawal of the 
weak 157th Reserve Mountain Division east to the 
Franco-Italian border region, see unpublished 
paper, “United States and Resistance Cooperation 
in the Liberation of Grenoble” (copy CMH). 
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and, finding Dahlquist absent, made 
his dissatisfaction clear to the division 
chief of staff, Col. Stewart T. Vincent. 
Noting the 143d advancing on Greno- 
ble, the 142d at Gap and points east, 
and elements of the 141st just pulling 
into Aspres, he demanded that the 
entire division move to the Rhone 
“forthwith,” and attached the 179th 
regiment (45th Division) to the divi- 
sion for employment at Grenoble. 

Upon returning to his own com- 
mand post, Truscott composed a 
letter to Dahlquist with detailed in- 
structions. Indicating his displeasure 
with the division's deployments, he 
emphasized that “the primary mission 
of the 36th Division is to block the 
Rhone Valley in the gap immediately 
north of Montelimar.” 8 Dahlquist was 
to push the entire 141st regiment to 
Montelimar as soon as possible; move 
the 179th to Grenoble and shift the 
143d from Grenoble to Montelimar; 
and march the rest of the 142d west 
to the Montelimar-Nyons area to pro- 
tect Butler's southern flank. He also 
suggested that Dahlquist screen But- 
ler's northern flank by reconnoitering 
toward Valence above Montelimar. 
The 45th Division, he explained, 
would ultimately assume responsibil- 
ity for the entire Grenoble-Gap-Sis- 
teron region. Truscott appreciated 
Dahlquist’s logistical difficulties, how- 
ever, and arranged to have the Sev- 
enth Army headquarters rush a spe- 
cial truck convoy of fuel to the north 
during the afternoon. This resupply, 
together with captured gasoline, al- 
lowed the bulk of the 141st, following 
Harmony, to resume its march west at 
0330 early on the 23d. 



8 Truscott, Command Missions, p. 427. 



Late on the evening of the 22d, 
about 2100, Truscott and Dahlquist 
hashed out their differences over a re- 
cently opened telephone line. Dahl- 
quist recommended moving the 
179th, rather than the 143d, to Mon- 
telimar and even suggested sending 
the entire 45th Division there while 
the 36th dashed up to Dijon, 150 
miles farther north. Truscott brushed 
aside these proposals, showed in- 
creasingly less sympathy for Dahl- 
quist's transportation problems, and 
again emphasized the need to block 
the Rhone valley near Montelimar, 
telling him to get his men there even 
if they had to walk. His one conces- 
sion was to allow Dahlquist to move 
the 179th Infantry to the west in lieu 
of the 143d. 

Throughout the rest of the night 
and into the early morning hours of 
23 August, Dahlquist continued to 
shuffle the growing number of units 
under his command into some kind of 
order. Lack of fuel and transportation 
rather than lack of manpower re- 
mained his key problem. Soon after 
conversing with Truscott, he directed 
the 142d Infantry to start westward at 
once, traveling at night, not to the 
Nyons region southeast of Monteli- 
mar as Truscott had recommended, 
but rather to Crest and Butler's area. 
Several hours later, however, Dahl- 
quist countermanded the order and 
sent the 142d to Nyons, where the 
leading elements arrived about 0730 
on the morning of the 23d. 

Meanwhile, as the 179th Infantry 
was leaving Sisteron at 2230, 22 
August, Dahlquist changed its objec- 
tive from Grenoble to Montelimar, 
but, as the unit rolled into Aspres 
around midnight, he changed its des- 
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tination back to Grenoble. Once 
there, the unit was to. relieve the 143d 
Infantry, which would then move west 
to Valence and south to Montelimar. 
Again, the availability of fuel and ve- 
hicles dictated these troublesome 
changes, and Dahlquist and his staff 
labored to keep them to a minimum. 

Dahlquist’s final orders for 23 
August appeared to put his house in 
order at last. Pushing the 143d to 
Montelimar through Valence would 
safeguard Butler’s northern flank, and 
deploying the 142d into the Nyons 
area would cover Butler in the south; 
meanwhile, the movement of the 
141st directly to Montelimar would 
receive priority, and the divisional 
units could follow as transportation 
became available. Truscott approved 
these final dispositions and also or- 
dered the 180th Infantry, another 
45th Division regiment, to the Gap 
area from where it and the rest of the 
division could follow the 179th to 
Grenoble and points north at some 
future date. As a result, the 45th Divi- 
sion was soon able to relieve the last 
36th Division units in these areas, 
leaving Dahlquist free to devote his 
attention to the Rhone. But Truscott 
was still uneasy. To make sure that 
his operational concept was clearly 
understood by Dahlquist, he tele- 
phoned him once again at 0200 
hours, 23 August, and reminded him 
that his task was to halt the German 
withdrawal. Not a single German ve- 
hicle was to pass Montelimar. 

The German Reaction 

The German commanders were 
quick to appreciate the dangerous sit- 
uation. Late on 21 August German in- 



telligence reports had convinced 
Wiese, the Nineteenth Army command- 
er, that the Allied forces that had sud- 
denly appeared above Montelimar 
posed a serious threat to his north- 
ward withdrawal. 9 He responded by 
sending his most powerful and most 
mobile force, the 11th Panzer Division 
under Maj. Gen. Wend von Wieter- 
sheim, toward the troubled area. It 
was the division’s reconnaissance bat- 
talion that had probed Butler’s posi- 
tions on the 22d, while the rest of the 
11th, less the force feinting toward 
Aix-en-Provence, began blocking the 
major roads to the Rhone coming 
from the east. But the action around 
Puy that afternoon, when Butler’s 
armor pushed light elements of the 
11th Panzers back across the Roubion, 
further alarmed Wiese, who then 
order von Wietersheim to speed his 
entire division northward. The panzer 
division was to clear the high ground 
northeast of Montelimar and secure 
the main highway from Montelimar 
north to the Drome. Wiese also di- 
rected General Kniess, the LXXXV 
Corps commander still at Avignon, to 
reinforce Wietersheim’s unit with the 
198th Infantry Division within twenty- 
four to forty-eight hours. 

Fortunately for Butler, von Wieter- 
sheim found Wiese’s orders hard to 
execute. Fuel shortages, the presence 
of service and administrative traffic 
on the roads, and the difficulties of 
marching at night under blackout 



9 For the account that follows, von Luttichau, 
“German Operations,” chs. 13-14, has been supple- 
mented by materials in the 36th Division and VI 
Corps G-2 Journals and the daily G-2 Periodic Re- 
ports of Task Force Butler, the 36th Division, and 
VI Corps, as well as prisoner-of-war interrogations 
and translations of captured documents. 
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conditions all delayed the movement 
of his division north. Groupe Thieme , 
the first major element of the divi- 
sion, reached Montelimar only at 
noon, 23 August, with a battalion of 
infantry, ten medium tanks, and a 
self-propelled artillery battery; the 
rest of the division was not expected 
to arrive before the 24th. Yet the 
Germans were determined to take the 
initiative. Although they were unsure 
of the exact strength of the American 
forces, they realized that every delay 
gave their enemy more time to build 
up his strength along their unprotect- 
ed line of withdrawal. 

In the Square ( 23-24 August ) 

On the morning of 23 August, 
Dahlquist dissolved Task Force Butler 
as a separate entity, but allowed 
Butler to remain in command of 
those forces in the battle square area. 
Butler planned to have the 141st In- 
fantry, with the motorized battalion of 
the 143d attached (one of the original 
components of Task Force Butler), 
take control of the Rhone front from 
the Drome River south to the Rou- 
bion. Initially he tasked one battalion 
to secure Hill 300; another, with 
tanks and tank destroyers, to strike 
southwest from Sauzet to seize Mon- 
telimar; and the two remaining battal- 
ions to serve as a reserve near Mar- 
sanne, helping to secure Hill 300 as 
necessary. Small forces were to patrol 
the main supply route from Crest to 
Puy, guard both banks of the Drome, 
and secure Butler’s southern flank on 
the Roubion. Butler also dispatched 
cavalry elements to the north and 
south in order to link up with 36th 
Division units on their way to Valence 



and Nyons. However, German activi- 
ties and the late arrival of the 141st 
Infantry put most of these plans in 
abeyance. 

Shortly after dawn on the 23d, the 
Germans again attempted to take the 
initiative. Above Montelimar elements 
of the panzer division’s reconnaissance 
battalion, supported by a few tanks and 
self-propelled guns, infiltrated into 
Sauzet only to be thrown out by an 
American counterattack several hours 
later. About noontime, another small 
German armored column, repeating 
the maneuver of the previous day, 
struck across the Roubion River 
toward Puy St. Martin, but was also 
pushed back, this time by concentrated 
American artillery fire. Finally, Groupe 
Thieme entered the fray, moving from 
the Sauzet area toward the Hill 300 
ridge, but again American forces resist- 
ed the pressure and held. 

Uncertain of German strength and 
dispositions, the American counterat- 
tacks fared little better. About 1630 
that afternoon Butler sent an infantry 
battalion, some service troops, and a 
few tanks southward through Sauzet 
to seize Montelimar. But the German 
defense was far too strong, and a 
counterattack halted the American 
drive at 1800 scarcely a mile short of 
the city. Thus neither side had accom- 
plished a great deal during the 23d. 

Since the German withdrawal 
through the Montelimar area had not 
yet begun in earnest, Butler had not 
made a strong effort to interdict 
Route N-7 physically. Some ammuni- 
tion had come up during the night, 
and the artillery units had engaged 
several German convoys on the high- 
way, destroying nearly one hundred 
vehicles. But the need to conserve 
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shells for defensive fire and the un- 
certainty of resupply limited the 
effort. The Germans, for their part, 
had begun to sort out a potentially 
monumental traffic jam at Montelimar 
and had started some administrative 
and service organizations moving 
northward again. However, they had 
made little progress clearing the 
danger area, especially the all-impor- 
tant Hill 300. Both sides required 
more strength at Montelimar, and 
both expected stronger actions by 
their opponents on the following day. 

Outside of the battle square, Dahl- 
quist inexplicably had shown little ur- 
gency in moving the rest of his divi- 
sion to the Montelimar area on the 
23d. In the north, the 143d Infantry 
did not leave Grenoble until 1730 
and, although encountering no oppo- 
sition, had stopped above Valence, 
more than twenty miles north of the 
Drome, that evening. In the south, 
the 142d Infantry had two infantry 
and one artillery battalions in the vi- 
cinity of Nyons — twenty-five miles 
southwest of Montelimar — by midaf- 
ternoon, but made no effort to move 
up to the battle square. Perhaps Dahl- 
quist felt that the coming battle would 
not be limited to the square, and was 
thus wary of pushing his entire divi- 
sion into an area that might become a 
German noose. The earlier German 
attacks on Butler’s flank at Puy St. 
Martin supported this concern. 

Dahlquist’s plans for 24 August 
were conservative. He ordered the 
143d to seize Valence and the 142d 
to extend its covering line from 
Nyons to within ten miles southeast 
of Montelimar. Only later, sometime 
during the night, did he order the re- 
maining battalion of the 142d that 



had been left at Gap to move to Crest 
as soon as the 180th Infantry of the 
45th Division relieved it. In the Mon- 
telimar Battle Square, Dahlquist 
wanted Butler to secure all the 
ground dominating the valley be- 
tween Montelimar and the Drome 
River and, if possible, to capture the 
city itself. But without the direct sup- 
port of the 143d and 142d regiments, 
Butler’s ability to block the Rhone 
valley physically and to handle 
German counterattacks at the same 
time was becoming questionable. 

Wiese was more realistic. Through- 
out the 23d, he repeatedly urged von 
Wietersheim to rush his panzer divi- 
sion up to Montelimar, and pressured 
Kniess to have the 198th Division 
follow as soon as possible. He recom- 
mended that the 198th relieve 11th 
Panzer Division outposts and road- 
blocks at least as far north as Nyons, 
and have a regiment at Montelimar by 
the morning of the 24th. Then Wiese 
wanted von Wietersheim to clear all 
American forces from the area using 
the entire 11th Panzer Division, the 
regiment of the 198th, and the 63d 
Luftwaffe Training Regiment, which was 
then assembling at Montelimar. 

Wiese’s subordinates had their own 
problems. At the time, Kniess was 
more concerned with having his corps 
across the Durance River that night, 
and made no provisions to deploy a 
regiment of the 198th up to Monteli- 
mar; von Wietersheim had to contend 
with crowded roads and shortages of 
fuel, and his armor arrived in the 
battle square area in dribs and drabs. 
Nevertheless, German strength in the 
Montelimar region on 24 August was 
enough to give Task Force Butler and 
the 36th Division considerable trou- 
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ble. Another American attack that 
morning by a battalion of the 141st 
Infantry from Sauzet toward Monteli- 
mar again ended in failure when 
German troops, striking from the 
west, first drove a wedge into the 
American flank, and then infiltrated a 
maze of small roads and tracks to 
threaten the unit’s rear. That evening, 
as Harmony attempted to withdraw 
the battalion, a second series of infan- 
try-armor counterattacks struck the 
unit’s front and flanks, cutting the 
battalion off from Sauzet and dispers- 
ing many of the troops. American ar- 
tillery broke up further German ef- 
forts, and the battalion managed to 
fight its way back to Sauzet, but, as 
German pressure renewed, the Amer- 
icans again pulled out of the village 
and took positions on the southern 
slopes of Hill 430. The battalion lost 
about 35 men wounded and 15 miss- 
ing, captured 20 Germans, and esti- 
mated killing 20. 

Meanwhile, a few miles farther 
north, a second German attack had 
cleared several early morning Ameri- 
can patrols from Route N-7, and then 
had slowly pushed scattered elements 
of the 141st Infantry off most of the 
Hill 300 ridgeline. By dark the Ameri- 
can position had received a serious 
setback. Pleased, Wiese ordered von 
Wietersheim to finish the job on the 
following day with the rest of his 
units plus several battalions of the 
198th Division , which the army com- 
mander had personally dispatched 
north. 

Both Sides Reinforce 

Behind the battlefield on the 24th, 
Dahlquist now directed the rest of his 



units into the battle square, still with 
less dispatch and more confusion 
than was called for. That morning, for 
example, he ordered the 2d Battalion, 
142d Infantry (relieved of its defen- 
sive assignment at Gap), first to 
Crest, then to Nyons, and finally, as it 
entered Nyons at 1500, back to Crest. 
He then directed the rest of the 142d 
regiment, still in the Nyons area, to 
follow and take up positions in the 
battle square along the Roubion River 
guarding the American southern 
flank. Meanwhile, between 1300 and 
1830, Dahlquist dispatched no less 
than four contradictory directives — 
three by radio, one by liaison offi- 
cer — to the 143d Infantry still above 
Valence. The regiment started to re- 
ceive them at 1600 in the wrong se- 
quence. Not until 1900 did the regi- 
ment, reinforced by FFI units, get 
under way toward Valence only to be 
halted by German defenses on the 
outskirts of the town; and, as the 
American units reorganized for a 
second effort, another order arrived 
directing its immediate movement to 
Crest. Breaking contact, the 143d left 
Valence to the FFI and the Germans, 
but were unable to reach Crest and 
the battle square until early the fol- 
lowing morning, 25 August. 

By this time Dahlquist was becom- 
ing more concerned with defending 
his own positions than in attacking 
Montelimar or blocking the Rhone 
highways. Expecting larger German 
attacks on the 25th, he tried to orga- 
nize his forces into a tight defensive 
posture, with the 141st and 142d 
regiments on line (the 141st on the 
high ground and the 142d along the 
Roubion) and the 143d and Task 
Force Butler, now reconstituted, in 
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reserve. The only offensive action 
planned for the next day was to have 
elements of the 141st attempt to cut 
Route N-7 at La Coucourde, several 
miles farther north of the previous 
day’s battles. Truscott, who had vis- 
ited Dahlquist’s forward command 
post near Marsanne that day, wanted 
a more offensive role for Butler, but 
had approved Dahlquist’s plans, al- 
lowing the division commander to 
deploy his forces as he thought best. 

The confusion in American com- 
mand channels was far from over. 
About 2330 that night, 24 August, 
Dahlquist, concerned about protecting 
his flanks and rear, asked Truscott to 
send a regiment of the 45th Division to 
Crest early the next day. Although he 
had already instructed the 45th Divi- 
sion to move the 157th Infantry to Die, 
twenty miles east of Crest, Truscott re- 
fused the request, feeling that Dahl- 
quist’s strength in the battle area was 
adequate. A few hours later, perhaps 
feeling that the division commander’s 
defensive concerns might lead him to 
abandon his main mission, Truscott re- 
minded him that he still expected his 
division to block the main highway as 
soon as possible. His troops, Dahlquist 
radioed in reply, had been there during 
the day, and he assured Truscott that 
they were “physically on the road.” 10 
However, although small groups of 
American soldiers may have reached 
the highway from time to time, the im- 
plication that they controlled any por- 
tion of N-7 was inaccurate; at best, 
Dahlquist’s knowledge of his own 
troop dispositions may have been 
faulty. 



10 Rad, Dahlquist to Truscott, 0130 25 Aug 44, 
36th Div G-3 Jnl, 25 Aug 44. 



On the German side, the fog of war 
had begun to dissipate a little. On the 
evening of the 24th a detailed copy of 
Dahlquist’s operational plans for 25 
August had fallen into their hands, 
giving the German commanders their 
first clear picture of the forces oppos- 
ing them at Montelimar. 11 As a result, 
Wiese now decided to move the 
entire 198th Infantry Division to the 
north and form a provisional corps 
under von Wietersheim, consisting of 
the 11th Panzer and 198th Divisions , 
the 63d Luftwaffe Training Regiment , the 
Luftwaffe 18th Flak Regiment (with guns 
ranging from 20-mm. to 88-mm. in 
caliber), a railroad artillery battalion 
(with five heavy pieces ranging from 
270-mm. to 380-mm. in caliber), and 
several lesser units. With these forces 
he expected von Wietersheim to 
launch a major attack before noon on 
the 25th and sweep the American 
units away. At the same time, Wiese 
continued to urge Kniess to move his 
corps north as fast as he could. 
Having withdrawn the last of the 
LXXXV Corps across the Durance 
during the night of 23-24 August, 
and having executed another with- 
drawal the following night without 
pressure from the south, Kniess was 
about fifteen miles north of Avignon 
but still more than thirty-five miles 
south of Montelimar on the morning 
of the 25th. Success at Montelimar 
would be for naught if Kniess’ units 
were destroyed in the south. 

While the rest of the 36th Division 



11 Dahlquist later confirmed the loss, attributing it 
to a “very stupid liaison officer” who fled from his 
jeep when fired on by a small German roadblock, 
leaving the operational plans behind. Dahlquist Ltr 
(to wife), 29 Aug 44 (hereafter cited as “Dahlquist 
Ltr” and date), John E. Dahlquist Papers, MHI. 
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entered the battle square that night, 
von Wietersheim, with Dahlquist’s 
order in hand, issued detailed instruc- 
tions for his attack. He divided the 
units under this control into six sepa- 
rate task forces, four from the 11th 
Panzer Division — Groupes Hax, Wilde, 
and Thieme and the 1 1th Panzer Recon- 
naissance Battalion — and two from the 
198th Division built around the unit’s 
305th and 326th Grenadiers. The 198th 
Division, reinforced with armor, would 
conduct the main effort. The 305th 
Grenadiers, attacking northeast of Mon- 
telimar, were to seize the eastern sec- 
tion of Hill 430, seal the western end 
of the Condillac Pass, and then move 
northwest to Route N-7. Slightly to 
the east, the 326th Grenadiers would 
support this effort by striking across 
the Roubion near Bonlieu, marking 
the weakly held boundary between 
the 141st and 142d Infantry, and then 
driving north. In the west, Groupe Hax, 
consisting of two panzer grenadier 
battalions and two battalions of the 
63d Luftwaffe Training Regiment, rein- 
forced by artillery and tanks, was to 
support the 198th Division’s attacks by 
clearing the area north and northeast 
of Montelimar, the rest of Hill 300, 
and the western slopes of Hill 430. 
Meanwhile, Groupe Thieme, with one 
panzer grenadier battalion supported 
by tanks and the 119th Replacement 
Battalion, was to assemble at Loriol in 
the north and strike eastward along 
the south bank of the Drome River to 
Grane, five miles short of Crest; at 
the same time Groupe Wilde, consisting 
of another panzer grenadier battalion, 
an artillery battalion, and a few tanks, 
would relieve elements of Groupe 
Thieme outposting Route N-7 around 
La Coucourde. Von Wietersheim 



hoped that the 305th Grenadiers would 
be able to isolate the American infan- 
try and artillery in the Hill 300-Con- 
dillac Pass area, while the 326th Gren- 
adiers, coming up from the south, 
swept behind them and linked up 
with Groupe Thieme in the north, thus 
surrounding the entire 36th Division. 
Groupe Wilde, at La Coucourde, would 
act as a reserve, able to reinforce any 
of the various efforts or strike into 
the Condillac Pass on its own. Finally, 
the 11th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion 
was again to push into the Puy St. 
Martin area, further disrupting Ameri- 
can lines of communication. Taking 
advantage of the dispersion of Dahl- 
quist’s units, his logistical difficulties, 
and the temporary numerical superi- 
ority of the German forces, the ar- 
mored division commander hoped to 
destroy completely both Task Force 
Butler and the 36th Division. With 
this impediment out of the way, the 
German withdrawal could be easily 
accelerated and all delaying action 
could be focused on the U.S. 3d Divi- 
sion slowly moving up from the 
south. 

The Battle of 25 August 

The German plan of attack was am- 
bitious but exceedingly complex and 
depended greatly on the ability of the 
participating units to arrive at their 
assembly areas on time and ready for 
action. From the beginning, difficul- 
ties in communications and transpor- 
tation made a coordinated attack, as 
envisioned by von Wietersheim, im- 
possible. Groupe Thieme, setting out 
from Loriol around 1130, was the 
first unit under way. Pushing back 
outposts of the 117th Cavalry Squad- 
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ron, the attackers reached Grane 
before 1400, while other German 
forces seized Allex, on the north side 
of the Drome, at approximately the 
same time. Alarmed, Dahlquist sent 
Task Force Butler, now little more 
than a weak battalion combat team, 
north from Puy St. Martin about half- 
way to Crest to protect his main 
supply route; Butler, in turn, dis- 
patched a tank platoon northwest 
over a mountain road toward Grane. 
Unable to retake Grane, the tank unit 
established a blocking position just 
south of the town, while a heteroge- 
neous collection of infantry, recon- 
naissance, armor, and engineer units 
hurriedly set up roadblocks west of 
Crest on both sides of the Drome. Al- 
though this mixed force expected a 
major German effort against Crest to 
follow, no further German advances 
along the Drome took place that day. 
Groupe Thieme had accomplished its 
mission and was content to defend its 
gains. 

Elsewhere German attacks accom- 
plished much less. Groupe Hax, for ex- 
ample, did not start out until 1400, 
and then succeeded only in consoli- 
dating earlier gains above Monteli- 
mar. Groupe Wilde did not reach its as- 
signed positions in the Hill 300-La 
Coucourde area until 1500, and the 
planned attacks of the 305th Grenadiers 
and the 11th Panzer Reconnaissance Bat- 
talion never even began. The only se- 
rious German threat in the south that 
day was the attack of the 326th Grena- 
diers in the Bonlieu area late in the 
afternoon. Although the grenadiers 
easily routed a company of the 111th 
Engineer Battalion which was holding 
the area, American artillery quickly 
broke up their advance and again 



forced the Germans back across the 
Roubion. The 1st Battalion, 143d In- 
fantry, part of Dahlquist’s reserve, en- 
tered Bonlieu at 2100 hours that 
night without opposition. 

The American effort that day to cut 
Route N-7 turned out to be the most 
promising offensive action. Due to 
the early departure of Groupe Thieme 
and the late arrival of Groupe Wilde , 
the Germans had left the Hill 300-La 
Coucourde area nearly unprotected 
for much of the day. However, Har- 
mony’s 141st Infantry was stretched 
thin along a six-mile front, and the 
regimental commander was unable to 
put together an attacking force until 
late afternoon. Finally, around 1600, 
while units of the 2d Battalion, 143d 
Infantry, secured the northern slopes 
of Hill 300, the 1st Battalion, 141st 
Infantry, moved west out of the Con- 
dillac Pass supported by some tanks 
and tank destroyers and struck out for 
La Coucourde. Despite the arrival of 
Groupe Wilde elements, the attack suc- 
ceeded, and by 1900 one and later 
two rifle companies, four tanks, and 
seven tank destroyers were blocking 
the highway. 

Whether the Americans could keep 
the block in place was critical. Until 
darkness halted observed fire, Ameri- 
can artillery prevented the Germans 
from assembling forces for a counterat- 
tack, but Harmony doubted that he 
could hold the roadblock through the 
night. Increased German pressure 
across his entire front made it impossi- 
ble to reinforce the blocking force, and 
he had considerable difficulty keeping 
it supplied. Accordingly, he suggested 
that the force retire into the pass for 
the night, blowing up several small 
bridges in the area before leaving, and 
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return in the morning. But Dahlquist, 
complying with Truscott’s orders, told 
him to maintain the block as long as 
possible. 

At this juncture, von Wietersheim 
took a personal hand in affairs. Dis- 
gusted with the failure of his plans 
and especially with the inability of his 
forces to keep at least the highway 
open, he organized an armored-infan- 
try striking force from units scraped 
up in the Montelimar-Sauzet area and 
led a midnight cavalry charge against 
the American roadblock. By 0100 on 
the 26th, German armor had dis- 
persed the blocking force, knocking 
out three American tanks and six tank 
destroyers and driving what was left 
back into the Condillac Pass. After re- 
opening the highway, Wietersheim 
swung some of his forces east to seize 
the high ground on the northern side 
of the pass to prevent the Americans 
from resuming their ground attacks 
on the highway in the morning. At 
the time, Harmony still had two rifle 
companies on the northern section of 
the Hill 300 ridgeline, but nothing 
strong enough to counter this new 
German force. 

Once again the action at Monteli- 
mar ended in a stalemate. Dahlquist 
had still committed little of his 
strength in La Coucourde area, and 
most of his 142d and 143d Infantry 
had seen no action. With so much 
American strength held in reserve or 
in supporting defensive positions, the 
inability of Dahlquist and Harmony to 
interdict the highway — their main 
mission — was not surprising. But Wie- 
tersheim had done little better. His 
grandiose attack plans had gone no- 
where and, in the end, had only 
spread his forces out over the periph- 



ery of the battle square, nearly lead- 
ing to his defeat in the center where 
it counted. 

More Reinforcements 

Additional American troops were 
on their way to the Montelimar 
sector. When Truscott learned of the 
German push toward Crest on the 
25th, he directed the 45th Division to 
send the 157th Regimental Combat 
Team and the 191st Tank Battalion 
north to the battle square area. 
Taking a southerly route via Nyons, 
one battalion and most of the tanks 
reached Marsanne about 2200 on the 
25th; the rest of the regiment along 
with one tank company began closing 
on Crest early the following morning. 
Truscott attached the units at Mar- 
sanne to the 36th Division, instructing 
Dahlquist to use them as his reserve, 
and ordered the rest of the force to 
remain at Crest as the corps reserve. 

Meanwhile, late on the 25th, Dahl- 
quist began planning for a limited of- 
fensive on the following day. He 
wanted Task Force Butler to attack 
first west from Crest along the south 
bank of the Drome and then south 
along Route N-7 to the Condillac 
Pass. At the time, Harmony’s 141st 
Infantry was still maintaining its road- 
block near La Coucourde, and it ap- 
peared that no more Germans would 
reach the Drome. Nevertheless, ex- 
pecting stronger German counterat- 
tacks on the 26th in the southern 
sector of the battle square, Dahlquist 
continued to deploy his main 
strength, the bulk of the 142d and 
143d regiments, and the recently ar- 
rived battalion of the 157th with its 
attached tanks in reserve or in defen- 
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sive positions along his northern and 
southern flanks. 

In the early morning hours of 26 
August, American tactical plans again 
underwent a major revision. The dis- 
persion of the 141st regiment’s road- 
block at La Coucourde prompted 
Dahlquist to change Butler’s mission, 
and he subsequently directed the task 
force to launch an attack at daylight 
from the western exit of the Condillac 
Pass to restore the roadblock. Butler’s 
attack was still the only offensive 
action that Dahlquist planned for the 
26th. 

The Germans were also changing 
their plans. Late on the 25th von 
Wietersheim directed the 110th Panzer 
Grenadiers , previously split between 
Groupes Hax and Thieme, to displace 
north of the Drome and protect the 
routes of withdrawal beyond the river. 
At the same time he notified Wiese 
that he felt unable to retain command 
of the provisional corps and devote 
sufficient attention to his own divi- 
sion. Wiese, unhappy with the con- 
duct of operations that day, agreed 
and assigned most of the remaining 
forces in the Montelimar sector to the 
LXXXV Corps , directing Kniess to con- 
tinue the attacks against the American 
forces in the area on the 26th. For 
this purpose, he allowed Kniess to 
employ Groupes Hax and Wilde, both 
reduced to a single panzer grenadier 
battalion but each reinforced with 
tanks. 

On 26 August Kniess planned to 
renew the attacks north and northeast 
of Montelimar between Hill 300 and 
the Bonlieu area with the 198th Divi- 
sion’s 305th and 326th Grenadiers . He 
expected Croupe Wilde to keep Route 
N-7 open and placed Groupe Hax in 



reserve near Montelimar. He also 
wanted the withdrawal of the rest of 
his corps speeded up. Still well south 
of Montelimar were the 308th Grena- 
diers plus other elements of the 198th 
Division; the 338th Division , less one 
regiment traveling up the west bank 
of the Rhone; several field artillery 
and antiaircraft battalions; some 
combat engineer units; and a host of 
lesser combat and service units of 
both the army and air force. Kniess 
had good reason for concern. Late on 
the 25th the U.S. 3d Infantry Division 
had caught up with several LXXXV 
Corps elements north of Avignon, and 
he had no way of predicting the 
speed of the American advance north. 
Accordingly, he canceled existing 
plans for a phased withdrawal and di- 
rected the 338th Division to begin a 
forced march that, he hoped, would 
bring it to Montelimar early on the 
26th. The 669th Engineer Battalion , re- 
inforced, was to man rear-guard 
blocking positions to cover the corps’ 
withdrawal and delay the 3d Division. 

In the south, the 3d Division had 
started north on the 25th after receiv- 
ing orders from Truscott to push 
reconnaissance patrols across the 
Durance and prepare for a drive on 
Montelimar. But the progress of the 
division was continually delayed by 
general transportation problems and 
the necessity of waiting for French 
units to take over American positions 
south of the Durance. Leading ele- 
ments of the 3d Division reached Avi- 
gnon about 1400, 25 August, and, 
finding the Germans gone, moved fif- 
teen miles farther north to Orange 
where, about 1730, they ran into the 
German rear guard. Under pressure 
from Truscott to strike northward 
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with all possible speed, General 
O’Daniel, the division commander, 
planned to bring his main strength up 
to the Orange-Nyons area on the 
26th, and continue northward with 
two regiments abreast — the 15th In- 
fantry along the Rhone and the 30th 
Infantry to the east. But, like Dahl- 
quist, he lacked the fuel and transport 
to move quickly. 

Battles on the 26th 

Well before the 3d Division re- 
sumed its march north on 26 August, 
Task Force Butler, after a grueling 
night march, assembled in the Condil- 
lac Pass, ready to drive west toward 
the highway. The new American 
attack developed slowly against scat- 
tered but determined German resist- 
ance. After a few initial patrols toward 
La Coucourde failed to reach Route 
N-7, Butler sent two rifle companies 
of the 3d Battalion, 143d Infantry, 
over the northern nose of the Hill 
300 ridgeline around 1330; and as 
they started down the northwest slope 
toward the highway, he reinforced 
them with a platoon of medium tanks 
and a few tank destroyers moving di- 
rectly out of the pass. Skirmishing 
with German infantry most of the way 
and harassed by German artillery fire, 
these forces butted into Groupe Wilde , 
which had moved up from the south 
and swung east toward the pass. Si- 
multaneously, other German forces 
attacked from the north, and indeter- 
minate fighting continued throughout 
the entire area until dusk when the 
American armor finally pulled back 
into the pass for the night, leaving 
the two infantry companies clinging 
to the northern slope of Hill 300. An- 



other attempt to cut Route N-7 had 
failed, and again the primary reason 
for the failure was the inability of the 
36th Division to commit sufficient 
strength at the crucial point. 

The German attacks on the 26th 
were even less successful. In the Mon- 
telimar corner of the battle square, 
Kniess’ offensive began at 1130 with a 
lone battalion of the 305th Grenadiers 
moving toward Hill 430 and was 
quickly repelled by American artillery 
and tank fire. A second German 
attack at 1530 in the Bonlieu area, 
again hitting the crease between the 
141st and 142d regiments, penetrated 
a little over a mile north of the Rou- 
bion, but was also stopped by Ameri- 
can artillery, and the position was re- 
stored by counterattacks of the 1st 
Battalions of the 142d and 143d regi- 
ments, both pulled out of reserve. In 
the northern sector of the square, the 
11th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion 
broke through American roadblocks 
to come within two miles of Crest, 
but was too weak to press home the 
attack; during the afternoon, units of 
the 157 th Infantry helped restore 
American blocking positions near 
Grane and Allex. 

The German Withdrawal 
(27-28 August) 

During the 26th, American artillery 
managed to block the road and rail 
lines along the Rhone intermittently, 
but, still short of ammunition, was 
unable to halt the steady stream of 
German foot and vehicle traffic that 
continued up the valley and across 
the Drome. Although much of the 
movement consisted of artillery, anti- 
aircraft, and service units, it also in- 
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eluded major combat units. Dawn on 
the 27th found all of the 110th Panzer 
Grenadiers , the 11th Reconnaissance Bat- 
talion , the 119th Replacement Battalion , 
most of the 119th Panzer Artillery Regi- 
ment, and part of the 15th Panzer Regi- 
ment ( Groupe Thieme ) safely north. 
Guarding the Drome crossings were 
Groupe Wilde and units of the 305th 
Grenadiers, while south of the Hill 300 
bottleneck were Groupe Hax, the bulk 
of the 198th Division, the 338th Divi- 
sion, and — mainly on Hill 300 — the 
63d Luftwaffe Training Regiment. The 
338th had not moved north as rapidly 
as Kniess and Wiese had hoped, and 
it had only begun to arrive at Monte- 
limar after dark on the 26th. Howev- 
er, the pursuing 3d Division proved 
even slower and, beset by severe fuel 
shortages, was ten miles short of 
Truscott’s objective by dusk of the 
26th and still fifteen miles south of 
Montelimar. 

Although not surprised by Dahl- 
quisf s failure to block N-7, Truscott 
had about lost patience with the divi- 
sion commander. Arriving at Dahl- 
quist’s headquarters on the morning 
of the 26th, Truscott intended to re- 
lieve him, complaining that his situa- 
tion reports had proved erroneous 
and that he had failed to carry out his 
main objective, interdicting the 
German withdrawal. 12 According to 
Truscott, Dahlquist explained that in 
the confusion of battle his subordi- 
nate units had sometimes misin- 
formed him regarding their locations 
and progress, and that continuous 
German attempts to strike at his 
supply routes at Crest and Puy had 
occupied much of his reserve force. 



12 Truscott, Command Missions, p. 430. 



Shortages of transportation, fuel, and 
ammunition were also constant prob- 
lems, and the net result had been the 
impossibility of concentrating suffi- 
cient combat power to hold the ridge- 
line on Hill 300 or to establish a per- 
manent block across the highway in 
the face of several desperate German 
divisions. Somewhat mollified by a 
firsthand look at the terrain, Truscott 
decided not to take any action against 
Dahlquist for the moment, but re- 
mained unhappy with the state of af- 
fairs. 

At the conclusion of the conference 
Truscott directed Dahlquist to employ 
Task Force Butler once again to es- 
tablish a roadblock near La Cou- 
courde and then, if possible, move 
the force north across the Drome and 
then east to Crest to close all of the 
Drome crossing sites. He also sug- 
gested that Butler could then head 
north, bypass Valence, and take Lyon, 
thereby preventing the IV Luftwaffe 
Field Corps from crossing to the east 
side of the Rhone north of Monteli- 
mar. For this purpose, he gave Dahl- 
quist permission to use the 3d Battal- 
ion, 157th Infantry, and its attached 
armor as he saw fit, but Truscott re- 
tained the main body of the 157th In- 
fantry under his own control, direct- 
ing it to move west on the north side 
of the Drome to help Butler close the 
crossing sites. Truscott also hoped 
that O’Daniel’s 3d Division could 
push substantial strength into the 
Montelimar area on the 27th to re- 
lieve some of Dahlquist’s units. 

Much to Truscott’s disappointment, 
the fighting on 27 August was incon- 
clusive. Butler, strengthened by the 
3d Battalion, 157th Infantry, again 
pushed west from the Condillac Pass 
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toward Route N-7, starting a battle 
that seesawed back and forth all day 
and that ended in failure for the 
Americans. During the afternoon, 
mixed elements of the 141st and 
143d Infantry managed to push the 
Germans off the eastern slopes of Hill 
300, but German infantry held on to 
the remainder of the ridge for the 
rest of the day. To the south, further 
German attacks against 141st Infantry 
units on Hill 430 were repulsed but, 
worried about another German attack 
on his southern flank, Dahlquist kept 
most of the 142d Infantry idle in de- 
fensive positions along the Roubion. 
Meanwhile, in the north, American 
elements entered Grane late on the 
27th without opposition and the 
157th Infantry cleared Allex; but nei- 
ther force was able to move any 
closer to the Livron-Loriol area that 
day. South of the battle square, the 
3d Division’s northward advance was 
still hampered by continued transpor- 
tation problems as well as by road- 
blocks of mines, booby traps, felled 
trees, destroyed bridges, and other 
obstacles, and by evening the unit was 
still four miles short of Montelimar. 

On the German side Wiese had 
become increasingly nervous at the 
steady northern progress of the 3d 
Division and the slow speed of the 
LXXXV Corps withdrawal. He had ex- 
pected to have all his units across the 
Drome by nightfall, except the 198th 
Division. Instead Kniess had kept 
Groupes Hax and Wilde south of the 
Drome and had committed part of the 
338th Division to what the Nineteenth 
Army commander felt were fruitless at- 
tacks against Hill 430 and the Condil- 
lac Pass. Meanwhile, German materiel 
losses in the battle square were 



mounting at a rate that Wiese consid- 
ered alarming. Route N-7 was littered 
with destroyed vehicles, guns, and 
dead horses; the railroad was blocked 
with wrecked engines and cars, in- 
cluding those of the railway artillery 
battalion. Personnel losses had also 
risen sharply on the 27th, not only 
from American bombardments but 
also as a result of Kniess’ unprofitable 
attacks. 

At dusk on the 27th Wiese directed 
Kniess to pull the 338th Division and 
Groupes Hax and Wilde across the 
Drome at all costs on the 28th. The 
198th Division and the rear-guard en- 
gineers were to continue to hold back 
the 3d and 36th Divisions and, once 
the other units were across the 
Drome, to escape as best they could. 

If Wiese was pessimistic, Truscott 
was still optimistic. On the basis of 
overly enthusiastic messages from 
Dahlquist on the 27th and erroneous 
intelligence reports, Truscott believed 
that major portions of the LXXXV 
Corps had been destroyed south of the 
Drome and that only remnants of 
three German regiments remained in 
the Montelimar area. Equally signifi- 
cant, he knew that the French had 
now cleared nearly all of Toulon and 
Marseille without much of a fight, and 
the remaining German forces in both 
ports were expected to surrender for- 
mally at any moment. It was time to 
begin the drive to northern France in 
earnest. He therefore gave orders for 
the 3d and 36th Divisions to mop up 
the area between the Drome and 
Roubion rivers on 28 August, for 
Task Force Butler and the 157th In- 
fantry to occupy Loriol and Livron, 
and for units of the 45th Division to 
begin moving north from Grenoble 
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toward Lyon. He expected both banks 
of the Drome to be in American 
hands by noon, and hoped that the 
36th Division could start one regi- 
mental combat team north before 
dark. 

Truscott soon discovered that he 
had greatly overestimated the speed 
of the German withdrawal and under- 
estimated the strength of their forces 
still south of the Drome. When units 
of the 141st Infantry, now command- 
ed by Lt. Col. James H. Critchfield, 13 
tried to advance toward Montelimar 
on the morning of the 28th, they 
were quickly repelled by the 198th Di- 
vision's 308th Grenadiers supported by 
heavy artillery and mortar fire; Critch- 
field spent the better part of the day 
trying to extricate two of his attacking 
infantry companies that had been sur- 
rounded. Task Force Butler’s drive on 
Loriol was equally unsuccessful. Now 
built around the 3d Battalion, 157th 
Infantry, the task force ran into heavy 
German tank and antitank fire at 
Loriol, losing three medium tanks 
and two tank destroyers within a few 
minutes, which forced Butler to pull 
back at once. North of the Drome the 
157th Infantry did little better when 
stubborn resistance from the 110th 
Panzer Grenadiers reinforced with tanks 
stopped their attack just short of 
Livron. 

Meanwhile, in the center, the 2d 
and 3d Battalions, 143d Infantry, 
spent most of the day defending 
American positions in the area of 



13 Colonel Harmony had been wounded on the 
27th, and Critchfield, commander of the unit’s 2d 
Battalion, headed the regiment until Col. Clyde E. 
Steele took over on the 29th. 



Hills 300 and 430 and the Condillac 
Pass. Although American artillery 
continued to shoot up German traffic 
along the road, the effort to block the 
highway with ground troops in the 
area of La Coucourde was not re- 
sumed. To the south, units of the 3d 
Division, which had conducted a day- 
long running engagement with the 
German rear guard, entered the 
southern outskirts of Montelimar that 
evening, but were unable to secure 
the city until the following morning, 
29 August. 

Although the Germans had again 
frustrated American attempts to cut 
their route of withdrawal during the 
28th, their losses in men and materiel 
continued to multiply. South of Mon- 
telimar the 3d Division overran a 
column of some 340 German vehicles 
and took almost 500 German prison- 
ers. Moreover, although Groupe Hax, 
part of the 933d Grenadiers, and ele- 
ments of the 338th Division's artillery 
and special troops had arrived safely 
across the Drome, Kniess was unable 
to move either the 338th Division or 
Groupe Wilde northward. Instead he 
was forced to commit Groupe Wilde 
and the 3 3 8th' s 737th Grenadiers at 
Loriol to hold back Task Force 
Butler; to use a battalion of the 933d 
Grenadiers, 338th Division, and another 
from the 303th Grenadiers, 198th Divi- 
sion, to secure the high ground be- 
tween the Condillac Pass and Loriol; 
and to retain other elements of the 
303th and the 63 d Luftwaffe to hold at 
least a portion of Hill 300. At dusk 
these units were still in place, while 
the main body of the 198th Division 
was concentrated a few miles north of 
Montelimar, just above what was left 
of the rear-guard engineer battalion. 
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End of the Battle 

With Groupe Wilde and elements of 
the 338th Division protecting the 
Drome crossings near Livron and 
Loriol, Kniess ordered Brig. Gen. 
Otto Richter, commanding the 198th 
Division, to break out of the battle 
square during the night of 28-29 
August and the morning of the 29th. 
For the escape, Richter decided to 
divide his forces into three tactical 
columns, each built around one of his 
grenadier regiments and each moving 
north during the early hours of the 
29th by a separate route. On the west 
a column led by the 305th Grenadiers 
was to move directly up Route N-7; 
two other columns, one centered 
around the 308th Grenadiers and the 
other around the 326th Grenadiers, 
were to push up separately through 
the valley between Hills 300 and 430 
and try to swing back to the highway 
near La Coucourde. 

Meanwhile Dahlquist, intent on re- 
suming his clearing operations that 
night, ordered the 141st regiment to 
again strike south against Montelimar, 
supported by the 143d Infantry, 
which was also to advance toward the 
city through the valley between Hills 
300 and 430. In addition, he ordered 
Task Force Butler to make another at- 
tempt against Loriol at first light, and 
directed the 142d Infantry, which had 
replaced the 157th north of the 
Drome, to continue west through 
Livron to block the Drome fords. In- 
evitably the opposing forces would 
clash head on. 

As units of the 143d Infantry 
moved south through the Hill 300- 
430 valley in the early hours of 29 
August, their leading elements ran 



into the two columns of the 198th Di- 
vision moving north. In the violent 
night melee that followed, some of 
the German soldiers managed to 
break through the American lines 
and, under constant fire, reach Route 
N-7 by morning; most, however, were 
either killed or captured during the 
lengthy skirmish, just about ending 
the effectiveness of at least two of the 
three 198th Division regiments. Mean- 
while the 305th' s column, which was 
supposed to wait until the other 
groups had cut back onto the high- 
way, left early during the night and 
made good its escape directly up 
Route N-7 without opposition. 

As daylight broke on the morning 
of the 29th, the 141st Infantry re- 
sumed its drive on Montelimar, polic- 
ing stragglers of the 198th; capturing 
General Richter, the division com- 
mander; and joining forces with the 
3d Division’s 7th regiment coming up 
from the south. During the final fight- 
ing of 28-29 August, the three con- 
verging American regiments captured 
over 1,200 Germans (including about 
700 by the 143d Infantry in the area 
of the Hill 300-430 valley) while suf- 
fering 17 killed, 60 wounded, and 15 
missing. The 15th Infantry, 3d Divi- 
sion, clearing Montelimar, captured 
another 450 Germans; and the 3d Di- 
vision’s 30th Infantry, which contin- 
ued mopping up during the day, took 
several hundred more. On the 30th, 
those 3d and 36th Division units re- 
maining in the battle square swept 
the entire area, taking nearly 2,000 
additional prisoners. 

To the north, along the Drome, the 
142d Infantry cleared Livron by 0930 
on the 29th, and, despite stiff German 
opposition, Task Force Butler secured 
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Loriol during the afternoon. Howev- 
er, neither force could make a final 
push to the Rhone that day to stop 
Germans who were still crossing at a 
few small fords. These eleventh-hour 
German escapees still had some 
punch left, and during the night they 
swallowed up two American road- 
blocks, capturing 35 American troops. 
Total casualties during the 29th for 
the two attacking American forces on 
the Drome were about 13 killed, 69 
wounded, and 43 missing, but ap- 
proximately 550 more German sol- 
diers were prisoners. 

For the Nineteenth Army, 29 August 
was the last day of cohesive action in 
the battle square. As long as they 
could, German soldiers continued to 
flee over the Drome River in ones 
and twos and disorganized groups. 
Groupe Wilde pulled out during the 
early afternoon, as did what was left 
of the 338th Division, followed later in 
the day and into the evening by those 
elements of the 198th Division that 
had managed to break through from 
the south. This last-minute success, 
however, came at the expense of 
other German units, such as the 757th 
Grenadiers, that were virtually de- 
stroyed during the day trying to pro- 
tect the Loriol-Livron crossings. 

The battle officially ended on the 
morning of 31 August when the 142d 
regiment finally reached the Rhone 
River, clearing the north bank of the 
Drome and capturing 650 more Ger- 
mans in the process. Although ex- 
hausted and thoroughly disorganized, 
the Nineteenth Army had managed to 
save the bulk of the 11th Panzer Divi- 
sion, Kniess’ LXXXV Corps with two 
greatly weakened infantry divisions, 
and a host of miscellaneous units, 



parts of units, and individual groups 
of army, air force, navy, and civilian 
personnel. West of the Rhone, the 
bulk of the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps, in- 
cluding the understrength 716th In- 
fantry Division and an assortment of 
units under the 189th Division, had 
pulled abreast of Montelimar as early 
as 26 August and had also continued 
north, led by the 71st Luftwaffe Infantry 
Regiment, which, fleeing in disarray, 
had already reached Lyon. At Vienne, 
fifty miles north of the Drome, the 
corps crossed the Rhone, joining the 
LXXXV Corps’ flight northward with 
elements of the 11th Panzers constitut- 
ing a new rear guard. The battle of 
southern France was over, and the 
race for the German border had 
begun. 

Montelimar: Anatomy of a Battle 

Was Montelimar an Allied victory, a 
German victory, or something in be- 
tween? Casualty figures tell part, but 
by no means all, of the story. Ameri- 
can units involved in the battle suf- 
fered 1,575 casualties — 187 killed, 
1,023 wounded, and 365 missing. 
These losses, representing well under 
5 percent of the American strength 
ultimately committed, hardly seem 
heavy considering the size of the 
forces engaged, although the concen- 
tration of casualties in a few infantry 
battalions of the 141st and 143d regi- 
ments attests to the bitterness of 
some of. the fighting and the length of 
the conflict. 

German losses were considerably 
higher. American forces engaged in 
the attempt to cut the Rhone valley 
escape route captured some 5,800 
Germans from 21 through 31 August. 




168 



RIVIERA TO THE RHINE 



Of these, about 4,000 were from 
LXXXV Corps units and most of the 
remainder from assorted Luftwaffe ele- 
ments. In addition, the withdrawal 
along the east bank of the Rhone cost 
the German Army about 600 men 
killed, 1,500 wounded, and several 
thousand others missing during the 
same time period. West of the river, 
the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps lost ap- 
proximately 270 killed, 580 wounded, 
and 2,160 missing, mostly due to air 
attacks, FFI operations, and the gen- 
eral disorganization that characterized 
the movement north. 

Taking into account all available in- 
formation, the German Army units 
moving up the east bank of the 
Rhone suffered about 20 percent cas- 
ualties. More important, most of 
these losses came from front-line 
combat units, greatly reducing their 
effective combat strength, which was 
defined by the German Army as fight- 
ing troops forward of the infantry bat- 
talion headquarters. For example, the 
338th Division (omitting the attached 
933d Grenadiers) was down to 1,810 
combat effectives by the 31st, and the 
198th Division was reduced to about 
2,800. In addition, both units had lost 
much of their artillery as well-as sub- 
stantial quantities of other equipment, 
such as vehicles, radios, crew-served 
weapons, and small arms. Thus, al- 
though the total manpower, or 
“ration,” strength of these units 
might have been considerably more 
than their combat effective strength — 
as determined by German account- 
ing — they could assemble little more 
than a single, weak regimental combat 
team apiece for action. At the end of 
the month, the U.S. Seventh Army in- 
telligence thus rated the 338th Divismi 



as only 20 percent effective but, over- 
generously, put the equally damaged 
198th at 60 percent. 

In contrast, the 11th Panzer Division , 
the “Ghost Division,” survived the 
Montelimar withdrawal in relatively 
good condition, suffering no more 
than 750 casualties and arriving at 
Vienne with about 12,500 effectives. 
The unit also brought out 39 of its 42 
artillery pieces, over 30 of its 40-odd 
heavy tanks, and 75 percent of its 
other vehicles. With accuracy, the 
Seventh Army G-2 rated the panzer 
division as 75 percent effective. How- 
ever, the 11th had not really done 
much during the campaign. While 
serving as the Nineteenth Army's re- 
serve, it had only been committed to 
battle briefly and had led, rather than 
followed, the main German withdraw- 
al, with disastrous consequences for 
the less mobile infantry divisions. 

Despite the heavy German losses in 
personnel and equipment, the escape 
of the Nineteenth Army was a disap- 
pointment for Truscott, Dahlquist, 
and Butler. Truscott, looking back on 
his experiences in the Italian cam- 
paign, was acutely aware of the need 
to destroy or at least damage the re- 
treating German forces as severely as 
possible. From the beginning, the ob- 
lique advance to the Grenoble-Monte- 
limar area had been a gamble, one 
that attempted to take advantage of 
the hasty German withdrawal as well 
as the failure of Wiese to protect the 
flanks of his narrow route of retreat. 
The courageous assistance of the 
FFI — harassing German detachments, 
providing valuable local intelligence 
to the advancing Americans, and aug- 
menting their combat forces when- 
ever possible — was another advantage 
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enjoyed by the Allies that is often 
overlooked. But the inability of the 
Allied commanders to concentrate 
their limited forces early enough at a 
single point — at Montelimar or, had 
circumstances dictated otherwise, per- 
haps Loriol, Valence, or even farther 
north — made it extremely difficult to 
stop the withdrawal, especially consid- 
ering the strong German response 
once the danger was perceived. Allied 
logistical problems in the north — par- 
ticularly the shortage of transport — 
caused by the rapid success of the 
landing itself, also reduced the flexi- 
bility of the northward thrust and 
made an earlier decision on a focal 
point necessary. Had this been done, 
the Seventh Army might have been 
able to push more fuel and ammuni- 
tion up to the battle square in sup- 
port, and Butler and Dahlquist might 
have been able to throw much more 
of their strength in the Hill 300-La 
Coucourde area sooner. But until a 
firm decision was made to focus on 
Montelimar and was communicated to 
all participants, the tactical command- 
ers could not begin to close the 
Rhone valley escape route. As a new 
division commander and one who was 
unfamiliar with Truscott’s methods of 
operation, Dahlquist was unsure of 
himself and needed more guidance. 
At the time, he blamed himself for al- 
lowing the Germans to escape, feeling 
that he had had “a great opportunity” 
and had “fumbled it badly.” 14 But, 
operating on a logistical shoestring, 
the so-called hard-luck 36th Division 
had at least given a beating to almost 
every retreating German division. 



14 Dahlquist Ltr, 25 Aug 44, John E. Dahlquist 
Papers, MHI. 



forcing them to run a gauntlet they 
would not quickly forget. 

The Seventh Army’s logistical prob- 
lems were not mysterious. Its rapid 
progress inland had created a gaso- 
line shortage as early as D plus 1; by 
21 August the three American divi- 
sions alone required approximately 
100,000 gallons of fuel per day. At 
the time there was a surplus of am- 
munition in the beachhead area, but 
the three beach fuel dumps had only 
about 11,000 gallons of gasoline left 
between them. Using captured fuel 
stores at Draguignan, Le Muy, and 
Digne (26,000 gallons) helped some- 
what, as did severe rationing, but 
there was no easy solution. Employ- 
ing the 36th Division’s trucks to mo- 
torize Task Force Butler only com- 
pounded both the fuel and vehicle 
shortage within the Allied command. 
As a result, the Seventh Army and the 
VI Corps lacked the wherewithal to 
assemble Task Force Butler and the 
36th Division quickly at Montelimar 
and support the force with adequate 
rations, fuel, and munitions from the 
beach depots 200 miles to the rear. 
Although the ammunition expendi- 
tures of American artillery units in 
the Montelimar area were approxi- 
mately three times higher (about 
ninety 105-mm. and thirty 155-mm. 
rounds per tube per day) than else- 
where, there was never enough to 
support these infantry and armored 
units adequately or to interdict the 
highway by fire alone. 15 

From Patch’s broader perspective, 
the results were more satisfying. His 



15 U.S. Seventh Army, Report of Operations, I, 316- 
18. For further discussion of logistical conditions at 
the time, see ch. 11. 
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army’s main objective — securing the 
ports of Toulon and Marseille — had 
been accomplished in record time, 
but it was a task that had kept most of 
the Allied combat power — including 
vehicles, fuel, and munitions — well 
south of the Durance. Patch’s prior- 
ities forced first Butler and then Dahl- 
quist to grapple with the more power- 
ful German units at Montelimar with 
little direct support. Although they 
subsequently failed to halt the 
German retreat, both Task Force 
Butler and the 36th Division acquitted 
themselves well against often superior 
German forces that continually at- 
tempted to outflank their blocking 
positions. The ensuing battle greatly 
sapped the strength of the remaining 
German units, while having little 
effect on the American forces in- 
volved. The action also forced Wiese 
to use his most mobile force, the 11th 
Panzer Division , at Montelimar rather 
than as a rear guard. As a result, the 
3d Division had a relatively easy time 
following the Germans up the Rhone, 
while the capture of Grenoble and its 
subsequent occupation by 45th Divi- 
sion units that were poised to strike 
even farther northward was an added 
bonus. 

On the German side, General 
Wiese had managed to save much of 
his army, in part due to the early de- 
cision of OKW to withdraw German 
forces from southern France. Howev- 
er, he could not have been too happy 
over either the Montelimar episode or 
the rapid fall of the Mediterranean 
ports. His own failure to secure the 



flanks of the Nineteenth Army's with- 
drawal was the result of poor plan- 
ning and poor intelligence. Aside 
from the capture of the 36th Divi- 
sion’s order of 24 August, similar dif- 
ficulties beset the German command- 
ers throughout the battle. As a result, 
they rarely had a clear idea of the 
strength and dispositions of the 
forces opposing them at Montelimar 
and were unable to take advantage of 
weak points in the American lines. 
Like the Americans, the Germans suf- 
fered from an inability to concentrate 
sufficient strength at the crucial time 
and place, and were thus unable to 
exploit local tactical successes. Piece- 
meal commitment of battalions, small 
task groups, and hastily assembled 
provisional units characterized Ger- 
man efforts throughout the battle. 
Moreover, the German commanders 
often spread out these forces over a 
broad front on terrain that generally 
favored the defense. Had they con- 
centrated on holding the Hill 300 
ridgeline and directing the remainder 
of their available strength at one of 
the American flanks — Crest or Puy, 
for example — they might have been 
able to extract much more from the 
south and, at the same time, deal a 
severe blow to their pursuers. Thus, 
while Montelimar was certainly not 
the victory that Truscott had hoped 
for, it highlighted serious German 
military weaknesses as well as demon- 
strated the willingness of Allied com- 
manders to undertake a certain 
degree of risk and initiative at the 
operational level of war. 




CHAPTER X 



Pursuit to the North 



With its rear area secure and the 
Germans in full retreat, the Seventh 
Army’s next objective was to move 
northward as rapidly as possible and 
join Eisenhower’s SHAEF forces by 
linking up with General Patton’s 
Third Army, which was operating on 
Eisenhower’s right, or southern, wing. 
While French units policed up the 
port cities, Patch’s staff began push- 
ing more supplies to Truscott’s VI 
Corps units to support the trek north. 
At the same time, the influx of 
troops, supplies, and equipment over 
the original landing beaches contin- 
ued, with the remainder of the French 
combat units gradually coming ashore 
along with the rest of the American 
logistical and administrative support 
units. As all these forces sorted them- 
selves out, it was evident that the Sev- 
enth Army had become almost inad- 
vertently involved in a race to north- 
eastern France against what remained 
of Wiese’s Nineteenth Army , as well as 
the rest of Army Group G’s forces flee- 
ing from western France. The 
German goal was to reach the area in 
front of the Reich border before the 
Allied advance, join with Army Group 
5, and present a unified front to the 
invaders. As a result, from the last 
days of August to mid-September, the 



two opposing armies in southern 
France raced up the Rhone valley and 
proceeded northward, one after the 
other — each often more concerned 
with reaching its objective than in im- 
peding the progress of the other. 
Clashes between the two forces were, 
however, unavoidable. 

Allied Plans 

On 25 August, as the battle of 
Montelimar was reaching its climax. 
Patch was already issuing orders that 
outlined his plans for future Seventh 
Army operations. 1 In accordance with 
preassault concepts, he intended to 
have Truscott’s VI Corps drive rapid- 
ly northward, first to the city of Lyon, 
75 miles up the Rhone from Monteli- 
mar, and then to Dijon, 110 miles far- 
ther. Subject to later arrangements 
with Eisenhower, VI Corps would 
then strike northeast from Dijon 160 



1 Information on Allied plans in this section is 
based on the following: Seventh Army Rpt, I, 220-21; 
de Lattre, History , pp. 121-23; Truscott, Command 
Missions , pp. 430-33; Seventh Army Diary, 25-28 
Aug 44; Seventh Army FOs 3 and 4, 25 and 28 Aug 
44; Seventh Army OI 8, 30 Aug 44; First French 
Army Genl Opns Orders 17 and 24, 26 and 29 Aug 
44; First French Army Preparatory Order, 28 Aug 
44; Rad, de Lattre to Gen Alphonse Juin (CofS, 
French Natl Def), 1 Sep 44; VI Corps Fid Msgs, 
241000 and 281200 Aug 44. 
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miles to Strasbourg on the Rhine. 
The tasks assigned to de Lattre’s 
French forces were more complex. 
The French would first complete the 
seizure of Toulon and Marseille; 
second, screen the area west of the 
Rhone, pushing reconnaissance ele- 
ments north along its west bank; and 
third push north and northwest on 
the right of the VI Corps, moving 
into Alsace and the upper Rhine 
valley through the Belfort Gap, about 
90 miles east of Dijon. Finally, the 1st 
Airborne Task Force would continue 
to screen the Franco-Italian border 
area assisted by French forces when 
available. 

For the immediate future Patch’s 
orders of 25 August specified that the 
airborne force, continuing to operate 
under the direct control of the Sev- 
enth Army, would secure the army’s 
east flank from the mouth of the Var 
River near Nice, north into the Alps 
about 60 miles to the Larche Pass. 
The VI Corps, in addition to fighting 
it out at Montelimar, was to push 
east, northeast, and north to a line 
extending about 130 miles northwest 
from the Larche Pass through Greno- 
ble to Lyon. The French units would 
receive their own operational sectors 
as their forces became available for 
the drive north. 

On 28 August, with the Montelimar 
episode nearing an end, Patch issued 
more specific guidance, repeating his 
desire to have the VI Corps start its 
drive north to Dijon as soon as possi- 
ble and confirming Lyon as Truscott’s 
immediate objective. West of the 
Rhone the French were to reconnoi- 
ter 100 miles west and southwest of 
Avignon, while pushing forces north- 
ward in support of the Lyon attack. 



East of the Rhone, de Lattre’s forces, 
Army B, were to support the right 
flank of the VI Corps by moving 
north through Grenoble and east of 
Lyon, before turning their advance 
toward the Belfort Gap and the 
Rhine. In addition, Patch instructed 
de Lattre to relieve the airborne units 
and any other American forces in the 
area of the Franco-Italian border. 

General de Lattre was understand- 
ably upset with these instructions. If 
followed, they would divide what was 
to become the First French Army into 
several parts — two protecting the Sev- 
enth Army’s extreme eastern and 
western flanks, and two others on 
either side of the VI Corps support- 
ing its drive to Lyon. With such dis- 
persion de Lattre doubted whether he 
could project much of a force into the 
Belfort Gap area, especially with his 
weaker logistical organization. He put 
these arguments to Patch, and the 
two subsequently reached a compro- 
mise. The 1st Airborne Task Force 
would continue to hold the area from 
the Mediterranean to the Larche Pass, 
but de Lattre would accept responsi- 
bility for the border region north of 
the pass. West of the Rhone, Patch 
conceded that the “reconnoitering” 
of southwestern France could be 
done by a small reconnaissance force 
assisted by FFI elements; de Lattre 
agreed to send both the French 1st 
Armored Division, now unified under 
Maj. Gen. du Touzet du Vigier, and 
the 1st Infantry Division up the west 
bank of the Rhone as soon as they 
were available. East of the Rhone 
other French units would secure the 
VI Corps’ right flank, pushing north 
from Grenoble. However, after the 
fall of Lyon, the two French divisions 
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coming up the west bank of the 
Rhone would redeploy east of VI 
Corps and join the rest of the French 
forces, thereby uniting de Lattre’s 
army for a stronger drive on the Bel- 
fort Gap. 

During the planning process, Patch 
viewed the capture of Lyon primarily 
as a stepping stone to the German 
border rather than as another chance 
to trap the retreating Nineteenth Army, 
and he paid relatively little attention 
to the German forces retiring across 
the Alps into northern Italy. But the 
Nineteenth Army's line of withdrawal 
and Truscott’s aggressive tempera- 
ment made it inevitable that the pur- 
suing Americans would exploit every 
opportunity to destroy their retreat- 
ing foe. Lyon represented the first 
focal point of such an effort. Situated 
at the juncture of the Saone and 
Rhone rivers, Lyon was the third larg- 
est city in France and an important 
road and rail center, whose seizure 
would have important logistical as 
well as propaganda value. The city 
also controlled the two most logical 
German routes of withdrawal. One 
route led northeast through the towns 
of Bourg-en-Bresse and Besancon to 
the Belfort Gap. Another went almost 
due north up the Saone valley to 
Dijon, from where Army Group G 
forces could continue north to join 
other German commands facing Ei- 
senhower’s armies or could swing 
back east, either through Besancon or 
routes farther north, to the Belfort 
Gap. The longer Lyon-Dijon route 
was much easier and faster, while the 
Lyon-Besancon route, although short- 
er, offered many natural defiles that 
French and American forces could at- 
tempt to interdict as they had at Mon- 



telimar. 

The Seventh Army’s G-2 sectibn 
believed that the Nineteenth Army's 
main body would follow the Lyon- 
Bourg-Besancon route of withdrawal 
because the Lyon-Dijon route would 
put the enemy forces in an area that 
was becoming a major battlefield. In 
contrast, Truscott’s corps staff esti- 
mated that Wiese’s forces would take 
the northern route to Dijon and then 
simply swing east, heading for the 
natural defenses of the Vosges Moun- 
tains. From the Vosges the Nineteenth 
Army could anchor its left, or south- 
ern, flank on Belfort and the Swiss 
border, while stretching its right out 
to Army Group B forces north of Dijon. 
French intelligence estimates general- 
ly agreed with this second assess- 
ment. 2 

The German Situation 

The VI Corps’ projection proved 
accurate, for the bulk of the Nineteenth 
Army was indeed to head north from 
Lyon to Dijon. OB West ordered Army 
Group G to extend what would 
become its right wing northeast of 
Dijon toward the retreating Army 
Group B forces and establish a strong 
defensive line from Dijon through Be- 
sancon to the Swiss border. Such a 
line would not only secure the ap- 
proaches to the Belfort Gap, but 
would also create a German pocket, 
or salient, west of the Vosges. At the 
insistence of Hitler and OKW y OB West 
intended to launch an armored coun- 
terattack from this salient against the 



2 Seventh Army G-2 Rpt, 29 Aug 44; VI Corps G- 
2 Daily Rpts, 29-31 Aug 44; First French Army G-2 
Daily Rpt, 29 Aug 44. 
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southern flank of Patton’s eastward- 
moving Third Army. Blaskowitz, the 
Army Group G commander, also 
wanted to hold the salient until the 
LXIV Corps , withdrawing from the At- 
lantic coast, could reach Dijon and 
strengthen the new line. 3 

With the Montelimar episode on 
their minds, both Blaskowitz and 
Wiese were also concerned with the 
possibility of the Seventh Army exe- 
cuting a wide envelopment northeast 
of Lyon in another attempt to trap 
their retreating forces. Erroneous re- 
ports that strong Seventh Army for- 
mations had already pushed east of 
the city increased their alarm. Almost 
equally worrisome was the news that 
the FFI had started a major uprising 
within the city, a development that 
could further retard the German with- 
drawal. On 26 August Blaskowitz ac- 
cordingly had sped units north from 
the Montelimar sector to put down 
the Lyon uprising and suggested that 
Wiese pull the 11th Panzer Division out 
of the Montelimar battle to protect 
the Nineteenth Army s flank east of 
Lyon. At the time the armored divi- 
sion was still fully engaged, however, 
and the best Wiese could do was 
direct the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps to 
accelerate its withdrawal all the way 
to Lyon and protect the LXXXV Corps' 
route of withdrawal up the east bank 
of the Rhone. 



3 Sources for German planning and operations in 
this chapter include von Luttichau, “German Oper- 
ations,” chs. 10-11 and 14-15; Seventh Army G-2 
History, Opns in Europe, Part I and Annex V, Part 
II and Annex III; Hugh M. Cole, The Lorraine Cam- 
paign, United States Army in World War II (Wash- 
ington, 1984), ch. 1 (hereafter cited as Cole, The 
Lorraine Campaign)', and official records of the G-2 
sections of the Seventh Army, VI Corps, and the 
36th and 45th Infantry Divisions. 



Following the LXXXV Corps' escape 
past Valence and Vienne during 29- 
30 August, Wiese arranged for a 
phased withdrawal through Lyon, as- 
signing the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps the 
task of holding the city and control- 
ling traffic through it. He intended to 
withdraw all of the rear-guard forces 
into the city on the night of 31 
August, and have the bulk of the 
army start north up the Saone valley 
toward Dijon the following evening; 
he then intended to pull his rear 
guard out of Lyon on the night of 2-3 
September after it had destroyed all 
bridges across the Rhone and Saone 
rivers in the area. During the exodus, 
the 11th Panzer Division was to guard 
the army against any flanking attack 
from the east — a threat that Wiese 
knew by the evening of 30 August 
had again become imminent. 

North to Lyon 

The Allied drive on Lyon was not 
as far advanced as the German com- 
manders at first feared. On 25 August 
both Truscott and de Lattre were 
hard-pressed to round up any combat 
units for the thrust north. The bulk of 
the French forces were still clearing 
Toulon and Marseille, while most of 
Truscott’s VI Corps was deeply in- 
volved in the Montelimar battle. 
Nevertheless, on 26 August Truscott 
directed General Eagles, the com- 
mander of the 45th Division, to initi- 
ate reconnaissance toward Lyon from 
Grenoble, and on the 27th the two 
commanders agreed to start the 45th 
Division’s 179th regiment moving 
north on the next morning. To 
strengthen the effort, Truscott also 
ordered the 157th regiment, then in 
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the Crest-Livron area, to join the 
drive; for the same reason, he re- 
lieved the 180th regiment from the 
mission of securing the corps’ eastern 
flank. Now regarding any threat from 
the Franco-Italian border area as 
remote, he replaced the 180th Infan- 
try with a small provisional task force 
made up of reconnaissance, mortar, 
and antitank units. 

Patch’s directive of 28 August con- 
firmed the VI Corps’ new objective, 
Lyon. Since the first French units 
were not due to arrive at Grenoble 
until the 30th, Truscott decided that 
his American units would have to 
make the drive alone. Speed was es- 
sential. Accordingly, he ordered 
Eagles’ 45th Division to seize Bourg- 
en-Bresse, lying northeast of Lyon, as 
soon as possible, while Dahlquist’s 
36th Division, advancing directly 
north along the east bank of the 
Rhone, moved against Valence, 
Vienne, and finally Lyon. O’Daniel’s 
3d Division would follow the 45th, 
ready to reinforce either leading divi- 
sion if necessary. Truscott hoped that 
the dual drive would make the ad- 
vance more flexible, would enable VI 
Corps units to sidestep German rear- 
guard defenses along the Rhone, and 
would ultimately offer him another 
opportunity to trap the retreating 
enemy if the Bourg-en-Bresse area 
could be taken early enough. 

On 29 August, as the Nineteenth 
Army ’s survivors trundled past Vienne, 
15 miles south of Lyon, leading ele- 
ments of the 45th Division bypassed 
the retreating Germans on the east 
and came abreast of the city. Encoun- 
tering negligible resistance, the 45th 
Division forces captured two intact 
bridges over the Rhone 15 to 20 



miles east of Lyon, and on the follow- 
ing days, 30 and 31 August, advanced 
15 miles farther north to the town of 
Meximieux and then another 15 miles 
to Pont d’Ain on the Ain River (Map 



10). Thus far, there had been no sign 
of the 11th Panzer Division or any 
other German security forces. 

As Eagles struggled to bring the 
bulk of his division up to the Mexi- 
mieux area, the rest of the VI Corps 
followed as rapidly as possible. By 31 
August the 36th Infantry Division, 
closely followed by two regiments of 
O’Daniel’s 3d, had also avoided the 
German rear-guard defenses by using 
roads east of the Rhone valley and 
was only about thirty miles from 
Lyon. In addition, the 3d Algerian Di- 
vision started north from Grenoble 
on the 31st, following in the wake of 
the 45th Division and reporting that 
there were no Germans on the VI 
Corps’ eastern flank. On 1 September 
the Allied concentration against Lyon 
continued, but early in the day the 
commanders of the leading American 
divisions began to sense the first 
German reactions to their rapid pur- 
suit. At Dahlquist’s command post, 
FFI reports indicated that the Ger- 
mans were constructing heavy rear- 
guard defenses just south of Lyon; 
meanwhile at Eagles’ headquarters 
subordinate commands notified the 
45th Division staff that its outposts in 
the Meximieux-Pont d’Ain area were 
being probed by German armor. Ob- 
viously the Germans were more sensi- 
tive to threats to their rear or flanks 
than they had been before the battle 
of Montelimar. 

Wiese had hoped that the 11th 
Panzer Division would have secured or 
destroyed all the Rhone and Ain river 
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bridges east of Lyon before the 
Americans could reach the area. This 
done, the task of covering the with- 
drawal of his two corps north to 
Dijon would have been fairly easy, 
with the panzer units slowly retiring 
directly to the northeast toward the 
Belfort Gap. But the early arrival of 
the 45th Division (or the late arrival 
of the 11th Panzers) complicated these 
designs. To protect his eastern flank, 
Wiese now ordered General von Wie- 
tersheim, the panzer division com- 
mander, to make a major effort to 
dislodge the American forces from 
the Meximieux area and to strengthen 
German outposts at Bourg, about fif- 
teen miles above Pont d’Ain. His ac- 
tions would have to be closely coordi- 
nated with Group von Schwerin , com- 
posed of remnants of the 189th Divi- 
sion and the 71st Luftwaffe Training 
Regiment , which had been charged 
with defending the southern and east- 
ern approaches to Lyon itself. 

Meanwhile, units of the 45th Divi- 
sion began assembling north of Mexi- 
mieux on 1 September in preparation 
for a major attack on the 2d, and the 
117th Cavalry Squadron moved out 
to secure their right flank. The result 
was a series of disorganized engage- 
ments between elements of the 11th 
Panzers and 45th Infantry Division that 
lasted throughout the day. At Mexi- 
mieux, a strong German infantry-tank 
force bypassed the American troops 
advancing north — probably by acci- 
dent — and penetrated to the center of 
town. There, a desperate defense by 
two reserve companies of the 179th 
Infantry and the regimental headquar- 
ters, including clerks and kitchen per- 
sonnel, managed to repulse the per- 
sistent German attackers several 



times, using bazooka, tank destroyer, 
and artillery fire against the enemy 
armor. Fighting continued in the 
town until dusk, when units of the 
179th and 157th Infantry began re- 
turning to Meximieux from the north. 
With their withdrawal routes threat- 
ened, the German attackers finally 
broke off the action, but 45th Divi- 
sion troops were unable to clear the 
area completely until 0350 on the fol- 
lowing morning. 

As counted by the 179th Infantry, 
German casualties during the Mexi- 
mieux affair totaled 85 men killed and 
41 captured. In addition, 45th Divi- 
sion units destroyed 8 medium and 4 
light tanks, 3 self-propelled guns, and 
7 other vehicles. The 11th Panzer Divi- 
sion , with more enthusiasm than truth, 
reported to the Nineteenth Army that it 
had destroyed an entire American 
regiment. Actually, casualties of the 
179th Infantry and supporting units 
numbered 3 men killed, 27 wounded, 
and 185 missing and probably cap- 
tured. Materiel losses included 2 tank 
destroyers, 2 armored cars, 1 half- 
track, and 2 jeeps destroyed with 
about 20 other vehicles damaged. 
The most the German effort accom- 
plished was to disrupt preparations by 
the 179th Infantry to participate in 
the 45th Division’s attack on 2 Sep- 
tember. This, however, was von Wie- 
tersheim’s primary mission. Neverthe- 
less, by the end of the day the threat 
to Lyon had grown even greater as 
both the 3d and 36th Divisions as 
well as the French forces moving up 
west of the Rhone all arrived within 
striking distance (some five to ten 
miles) of Lyon. 

Despite the growing Allied threat to 
Lyon, Wiese felt more confident by 
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the evening of the 1st. On the follow- 
ing day, 2 September, he expected 
that the bulk of the Nineteenth Army 
would be well north of the city 
screened in the south and east by the 
11th Panzer Division, now reinforced by 
a regiment of the 338th Division. Yet 
Truscott still had hopes of catching 
Wiese’s forces off-guard. With Patch’s 
consent, he decided to allow the 
French the honor of formally occupy- 
ing Lyon, while he had the 36th Divi- 
sion sidestep past the eastern edge of 
the city. To the northeast, he still ex- 
pected the 45th Division to launch a 
major attack toward Bourg on 2 Sep- 
tember, while the 117th Cavalry 
Squadron probed east and west of the 
town. With luck, he still might be able 
to penetrate the German flank de- 
fenses at some point and strike at 
their northward withdrawal columns. 

This time the American units found 
the German security forces more solid 
and better organized. Between 2 and 
3 September the 45th Division’s 
157 th and 180th regiments encoun- 
tered strong German resistance south 
and east of Bourg-en-Bresse, and 
were unable to pierce the German 
flank defenses there. Meanwhile, seek- 
ing less difficult routes through the 
German lines, Truscott had the 117th 
Cavalry Squadron send out a series of 
reconnaissance patrols from the Mexi- 
mieux area toward Macon, about 
thirty miles north of Lyon and fifteen 
miles west of Bourg. Although 
making little progress in the west, the 
squadron was able to slip one of its 
scout troops north through the 
German defensive lines and past 
Bourg without encountering any re- 
sistance. At 1730 that evening, B 
Troop entered the small town of 



Marboz located on a secondary road, 
ten miles north of Bourg. The cavalry 
force lost Marboz briefly to a small 
German counterattack, but reentered 
the town at dusk to stay the night. 

Truscott immediately saw the tiny 
troop, with only armored cars and 
light trucks, as a lever that might un- 
hinge the entire German flank securi- 
ty force. But speed was essential. 
Before the situation could be com- 
pletely clarified, he directed the caval- 
ry unit to push westward seven miles 
from Marboz and occupy Montrevel 
on Route N-75, the main highway 
northwest from Bourg. Since the new 
objective lay squarely on the 11th 
Panzer Division’s main supply route, 
the isolated cavalrymen expected 
trouble. One platoon of Troop B 
even managed to work its way into 
the eastern edge of Montrevel that 
night, but was abruptly thrown out by 
the German garrison and forced to 
retire to Marboz. 

Meanwhile, the 117th Cavalry com- 
mander, Lt. Col. Charles J. Hodge, 
tried to concentrate the rest of his 
widely scattered forces in the Marboz 
area as quickly as possible. Troop A 
reached the town during the night 
along with a forward squadron com- 
mand group, which immediately 
began planning for a second attempt 
at Montrevel early on the 3d. Much, 
however, still depended on the arrival 
of more reinforcements, especially the 
squadron’s Troop C, Troop E (as- 
sault guns), and Company F (light 
tanks). 4 But when these forces, which 



4 Troops A, B, and C consisted mainly of six- 
wheeled armored cars (twelve each) and quarter-ton 
“jeeps” (forty-five each); Troop E of M8 self-pro- 
pelled guns (modified light tanks with 75-mm. how- 




PURSUIT TO THE NORTH 

had been scouting the area east of 
Bourg, failed to show,, the squadron 
commander decided to attack anyway 
with only his two reconnaissance 
troops. 

On 3 September Troop B started 
into Montrevel shortly after dawn fol- 
lowed quickly by Troop A. After scat- 
tering about 300 German service 
troops, the small force secured the 
town by 0930, but lacked the strength 
to occupy the entire area. Looking 
over the objective in daylight for the 
first time, the cavalrymen found that 
Montrevel stood on a low ridge sur- 
rounded by open farmland with few 
defensive possibilities; the two troops 
lacked the manpower even to occupy 
the entire town. But expecting a vio- 
lent reaction from the German ar- 
mored unit — the tiger on whose tail 
they now sat — the two troops tried to 
prepare a creditable defense of the 
eastern section of Montrevel as best 
they could. 

Upon learning of the threat to his 
main route of supply and withdrawal, 
von Wietersheim immediately pulled 
his 11th Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion 
out of Bourg, reinforced it with a bat- 
tery of self-propelled artillery, six 
medium tanks, and an engineer com- 
pany, and dispatched the task force 
northwest to clear Montrevel. The 
German force reached Montrevel at 
1100 and began a fight that lasted 
well into the afternoon. The Ameri- 
cans called for reinforcements, while 
holding on as best they could and 
mounting counterattacks to keep the 
Germans off balance. But the light ar- 
mored vehicles of the cavalry were 



itzers); and Company F of light tanks with 37-mm. 
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not intended for heavy combat, and 
the contest was uneven; by 1330 the 
American force was surrounded and 
in disarray. The self-propelled guns 
of Troop E, a mile or so to the west, 
could provide little support because 
of the confused nature of the fighting, 
and the arrival of Troop C and Com- 
pany F was delayed by traffic prob- 
lems as the units tried to backtrack 
through the 45th Division’s area of 
operation. 

At 1430, with the Germans com- 
pletely encircling the town, Company 
F attacked from the east and Troops 
A and B tried to break out. The re- 
sults were disappointing. German ar- 
tillery and tank fire easily destroyed 
or drove off the American light tanks, 
and only a few troopers within Mon- 
trevel managed to escape. By 1630 
the American situation in the town 
had become hopeless. 5 The number 
of wounded made other breakout at- 
tempts impracticable, and the ammu- 
nition of the cavalry force had just 
about run out. Shortly thereafter, all 
of the troopers who were left in the 
town surrendered. Half an hour later 
Troop C and the 2d Battalion of the 
179th Infantry began reaching the 
scene, but were too late to help. The 
remaining American forces in the area 
retired to Marboz for the night, leav- 
ing the German panzer division with 
its escape route intact. 

When the cavalry squadron could 
take a count, it found that Troop A 



5 The Congressional Medal of Honor was awarded 
to 2d Lt. Daniel W. Lee, commanding Headquarters 
Platoon, Troop A, 117th Cavalry Squadron, for 
heroic action, despite severe wounds, at Montrevel. 
(The date of the action was mistakenly cited as 2 
September since almost all of the fighting actually 
took place on the 3d.) 



cannons. 
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had lost only 12 men, but only 8 sol- 
diers from Troop B could be found. 
In addition, Troop B and one platoon 
of Troop A had lost all their vehi- 
cles — 20 jeeps and 15 armored cars — 
while Company F had 2 light tanks 
destroyed and 3 damaged. The Ger- 
mans captured 126 men, including 31 
wounded, while 5 troopers had been 
killed during the fight. About 10 of 
those captured escaped during the 
next few days, and the Germans left 
behind 12 of the most seriously 
wounded when they evacuated Mon- 
trevel. German personnel losses are 
unknown, but the cavalry force ac- 
counted for at least 1 German tank, 2 
armored cars, and 4 other vehicles. 

Truscott later determined that the 
117th Cavalry troopers at Montrevel 
had been careless and were caught 
napping by elements of the 11th 
Panzer Division withdrawing from 
Bourg. However, given German and 
American strength and dispositions in 
the area, it is hard to escape the con- 
clusion that Truscott simply assigned 
missions to the 117th Cavalry Squad- 
ron that were beyond its capabilities. 6 
If Truscott expected more of the re- 
connaissance unit, then he ought to 
have reinforced it with tanks and tank 
destroyers. But Truscott and his staff 
may have underestimated the recu- 
perative powers of the 11th Panzer Di- 
vision and its strength in the Bourg 
area. As later noted by von Wieter- 
sheim, the 11th often went into action 
with about 50 to 60 percent of its 
available strength, in order to avoid 



6 See Truscott, Command Missions , p. 439; and the 
account in the squadron commander’s draft auto- 

biography, pp. 133-35, Charles J. Hodge Papers, 
MHI. 



heavy losses from Allied air and artil- 
lery if the tactical units were caught 
out in the open. 7 This policy also 
made it easier to reconstitute dam- 
aged units fairly quickly, even after 
they had been in heavy action as at 
Montelimar, and may explain the divi- 
sion’s seemingly great staying power 
on the battlefield. Nevertheless, at 
both Montrevel and Meximieux as 
elsewhere, von Wietersheim’s actions 
were rarely decisive, even at the small 
unit level; and Truscott’s persistence 
in using every opportunity that pre- 
sented itself to turn his opponent’s 
flank and strike at his rear was to 
slowly wear the 11th and its sister in- 
fantry divisions down to the bone. 

While his forces were reoccupying 
Montrevel, von Wietersheim learned 
that the bulk of the Nineteenth Army 
had escaped north up the Saone 
valley past Macon and that only the 
IV Luftwaffe Field Corps rear guard re- 
mained in the area. His primary mis- 
sion, protecting the retreating army’s 
flank, had thus been accomplished, 
and the panzer division commander 
now began planning his own escape. 
Faced with the certainty that the VI 
Corps would renew its attacks on 4 
September, he ordered his armored 
elements to vacate their delaying po- 
sitions in the Meximieux-Bourg-Mon- 
trevel area on the night of 3-4 Sep- 
tember. But rather than heading 
north with the rest of Wiese’s forces, 
von Wietersheim turned the 11th 
Panzer Division to the northeast, plan- 
ning to pull it back along the ap- 
proaches to the Belfort Gap. 

On the morning of 4 September, 



7 “ 1 1 th Panzer Division Rpt of MG von Wieter- 
sheim, 4 June 46,” John E. Dahlquist Papers, MHI. 
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157th Infantry, 45th Division, 
passes through Bourg, September 1944. 



Truscott’s forces found that their foes 
had once again escaped. Units of the 
45th Division occupied Bourg-en- 
Bresse, while those of the 36th Divi- 
sion moved into Macon. There was 
no opposition. In the west, French 
units of the 1st Infantry Division, 
after overcoming scattered German 
roadblocks and their own logistical 
problems, had entered Lyon earlier, 
on the 3d, and also found the Ger- 
mans long gone. However, bypassing 
the city on the west, CC Kientz of du 
Vigier’s 1st Armored Division, rein- 
forced with the 2d Algerian Spahis, 
achieved a signal success by trapping 
and destroying the IV Luftwaffe Field 
Corps' rear guard twenty miles north 



of Lyon, taking nearly 2,000 prison- 
ers. Meanwhile, on the other side of 
Patch’s spearhead, the French 3d Al- 
gerian Division, out of Grenoble and 
now abreast of the leading VI Corps 
units, probed the Jura Alps toward 
the Swiss border, finding nothing but 
assorted FFI units. Behind the Algeri- 
ans, O’Daniel’s 3d Division finally 
rumbled up to the front lines, eager 
to get on with the drive north and 
with what many American GIs in the 
rear had begun to call “the cham- 
pagne campaign.” 

A Change in Plans 

Patch’s original plans of 28 August 
had called for VI Corps to continue 
its drive directly north, moving up the 
Saone valley to Dijon in order to join 
Patton’s eastward-moving Third 
Army. Simultaneously, de Lattre’s 
forces on Truscott’s right were to 
begin a concentrated thrust to the 
northeast, aiming for the Belfort Gap 
and the Rhine. 8 However, events had 
continued to move faster than many 
Allied planners predicted, and Trus- 
cott now believed the earlier plans 
were impractical. On 2 September, in 
view of the rapid German withdrawal 
to Dijon and the still-scattered de- 
ployment of the French divisions, he 
proposed several major revisions to 
these instructions. Pointing out that 



8 This section is based on the following sources: 
Seventh Army Rpt, I, 258-59; Truscott, Command Mis- 
sions, pp. 434-40; de Lattre, History , pp. ,133-36; 
Seventh Army Diary, 3-5 Sep 44; Seventh Army Di- 
rective (no number), 3 Sep 44; VI Corps Fid Msg, 
031000 Sep 44; G-3, Army B, Note Concernant le 
Developement des Operations apres la Prise de 
Lyon, 2 Sep 44; G-3, Army B, SO 31-A, 2 Sep 44; 
Army B, Genl Opnl Order 32, 3 Sep 44; Army B, 
SO 33, 4 Sep 44. 
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de Lattre would need at least a week 
to concentrate his* forces in the 
Bourg-en-Bresse area for the drive on 
Belfort, he suggested that his VI 
Corps undertake the mission instead. 
His three mobile infantry divisions 
were already massed east of Lyon and 
could begin to move northeast toward 
the Belfort Gap within a day or two. 
In front of them, he felt, were only 
scattered elements of the 11th Panzer 
Division , also moving northeast, but 
with very little armor left. More im- 
portant, a rapid thrust to the north- 
east, taking the shortest route to the 
Vosges-Belfort Gap area, would give 
the Seventh Army yet another chance 
to trap the Nineteenth Army , catching 
the Germans between Dijon and the 
Vosges as they ultimately tried to 
withdraw eastward. The French, Trus- 
cott added, were already well north of 
Lyon and were therefore in a better 
position to pursue the bulk of the re- 
treating German forces and then 
swing east through the Vosges passes 
to Strasbourg. 

Patch formally agreed to Truscott’s 
proposals early on the morning of 3 
September, but de Lattre was angry 
and objected strenuously to the 
changes. In part, his irritation 
stemmed from his belief that the two 
principal American commanders, 
Patch and Truscott, were making 
major decisions without consulting 
him or his staff. The fact that the 
French army would soon deploy more 
than twice as many divisions as the 
Americans on the battlefield lent 
weight to his position that the French 
divisions, as agreed upon, should be 
united on the Seventh Army’s right 
and, after joining with Eisenhower’s 
forces, become an independent army. 



If the French forces remained split, 
obviously this would be impossible. 

De Lattre admitted that it would 
take several days to transfer the two 
French divisions, the 1st Armored 
and 1st Infantry, to the area east of 
Lyon, and probably a few more to 
bring up one or two additional infan- 
try divisions from southern France. 
But he also pointed out that the 3d 
Algerian Division, on VI Corps’ right, 
had already sent strong armored re- 
connaissance elements of its own fifty 
miles east of Bourg to scout out the 
routes to Belfort; moreover* the divi- 
sion planned to send an infantry regi- 
ment reinforced with a tank destroyer 
battalion toward the Belfort Gap on 
the following day. Starting even more 
forces east at this point was danger- 
ous, he felt; and de Lattre questioned 
Truscott’s ability to support a corps- 
sized drive logistically. 

In the end de Lattre compromised. 
On the afternoon of 3 September the 
French commander unilaterally an- 
nounced the formation of two French 
corps-level commands — the I Corps 
under Lt. Gen. Emile Bethouart and 
the II Corps under General de Mon- 
sabert. 9 De Monsabert’s II Corps was 
to control the French 1st Armored 
and 1st Infantry Divisions west of the 
Rhone and Saone, pushing north 
toward Dijon; Bethouart’s I Corps 
was to operate to the right of VI 
Corps with the 3d Algerian and 9th 



9 Headquarters, French II Corps, actually became 
operational on 1 September, with de Monsabert, 
then commander of the 3d Algerian Division, taking 
over on the 2d. Before 1 September French forces 
west of the Rhone had operated as a provisional 
groupement under General du Vigier, commander of 
the 1st Armored Division. For the present, de 
Lattre’s staff continued to call itself simply Army B. 
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Colonial Divisions and later the 2d 
Moroccan Division. • In compliance 
with the revised Truscott-inspired 
plans, the French II Corps was to 
push north toward Dijon and then 
swing east toward Strasbourg; the 
French I Corps was to push east and 
northeast toward Belfort, presumably 
supporting Truscott’s drive northeast. 
The 2d Moroccan Division would take 
over the northern sector of the 
Franco-Italian Alpine front and be re- 
placed by the 4th Moroccan Mountain 
Division in early October (while the 
American 1st Airborne Task Force 
and the 1st Special Service Force con- 
tinued to secure the southern sector). 
His forces thus remained split, but de 
Lattre had asserted himself as at least 
a provisional army-level commander 
of two French corps, easing the even- 
tual establishment of a French army 
command, the First French Army, 
sometime in the near future. 

Not wishing to make an issue of the 
matter, Patch accepted de Lattre’s 
amendments to his plans and issued 
supplemental orders on 4 September. 
Bethouart’s II Corps was to advance 
northeast toward the Belfort Gap on 
an axis that would take it south of 
Belfort city, and Truscott’s VI Corps 
was to aim for the northern shoulder 
of the gap. Truscott, although at first 
fearing that this solution would re- 
strict his freedom of movement, 
agreed to the compromise and set to 
work hammering out the details of 
the operations with both his own and 
Bethouart’s new staff. 

Creation of the Dijon Salient 

On 3 September, as the Seventh 
Army leaders adjusted their plans, 



Hitler personally reminded Blaskowitz 
of Army Group G’s primary responsibil- 
ities: establishing a common front 
with Army Group B; defending the ap- 
proaches to the Belfort Gap; and 
holding the salient around Dijon. 
This last was obviously the most diffi- 
cult task, but the German political 
leader still had visions of launching 
an armored counterattack from an as- 
sembly area west of the Vosges. 
Blaskowitz, aware of the German 
Army’s limited capabilities in the 
west, was more concerned with hold- 
ing on to the Dijon area until the re- 
mainder of his forces from the Atlan- 
tic coast could escape. However, he 
also knew that his pursuers from the 
south would not give him much time 
to pause and regroup. Taking all 
these factors into consideration, he 
completed plans to accomplish his di- 
verse missions by 4 September. 10 

To protect his southern flank, 
Blaskowitz decided to establish delay- 
ing positions along and just south of 
the Doubs River, a small watercourse 
flowing generally west and southwest 
from the Montbeliard area through 
the small city of Besancon and joining 
the Saone River about thirty miles 
south of Dijon. The 11th Panzer Divi- 
sion, still operating under the Nine- 
teenth Army's direct control, was to 
defend the eastern section of the new 
line with a thirty-mile front from 
Mouchard to the Swiss border. From 
Mouchard the LXXXV Corps' 338th 



10 For additional information on German activi- 
ties, see also Cole, The Lorraine Campaign , chs. 4 and 
5; Detmar Finke, “Nineteenth Army, 4—1 5 Septem- 
ber 1944,” CMH MS R-161; Dean H. Krasomil, 
“German Operations in Southern France,” ch. 6, 
“The Dijon Salient, 1-15 September 1944,” CMH 
MSR-51. 
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and 198th Infantry Divisions were to 
extend the line westward to the town 
of Dole on the Doubs River, thirty 
miles west of Besancon, and from 
Dole twenty miles farther west along 
the Doubs to the Saone. Backstop- 
ping the LXXXV Corps was a second 
line along the Doubs east of Dole, 
centering on Besancon and consisting 
of various ad hoc combat formations 
under Corps Dehner, which was a provi- 
sional headquarters under General 
Ernst Dehner, who had previously 
commanded the administrative and 
security organization Army Area South- 
ern France. The main task of all these 
forces was to guard the approaches to 
Belfort. 

Blaskowitz intended to hold the 
Dijon salient with three corps: the IV 
Luftwaffe Field Corps in the south; the 
LXIV Corps in the west, if it ever ar- 
rived intact from the Atlantic coast; 
and the LXVI Corps, which OB West 
had assigned to Army Group G on 27 
August, in the north. At the time the 
IV Luftwaffe Field Corps had only the 
716th Division and the remnants of 
the 189th Division', the forces that 
might be available to the other two 
corps were uncertain. Nevertheless, 
Blaskowitz thought it possible to hold 
for at least three or four days a loose 
cordon of strongpoints from Givry in 
the south, northwest to Autun, then 
north past Dijon to Chatillon-sur- 
Seine, and back east to Langres. The 
western section would be no more 
than an outpost or screening line 
through which retreating LXIV Corps 
elements could pass on their way to 
Dijon. The missing corps had in- 
curred few losses on its way across 
central France, delayed only by FFI 
harassment, MAAF air attacks on 



march columns and bridges, and its 
own lack of transportation. By the 
time it arrived, Blaskowitz expected 
that he would be forced to fall back 
to the Saone and even farther east, 
depending on how much pressure the 
Allies brought to bear on his flanks. 

At the time, elements of the LXIV 
Corps were already beginning to strag- 
gle into Dijon. The corps had begun 
its withdrawal with about 82,500 
troops, of whom some 32,500 were 
members of ground combat units; the 
remainder belonged to various units 
from all branches and services as- 
signed or attached to the Atlantic 
coast garrisons. Leading elements of 
the LXIV Corps’ vanguard, the weak 
159th Infantry Division, reached the 
Saone River on 4 September; the 16th 
Infantry Division, which lacked three of 
its nine organic infantry battalions, 
entered the salient on the following 
day. The 360th Cossack Cavalry Regi- 
ment (horse cavalry) and the 950th 
Indian Regiment (infantry) arrived 
about the same time, as did the 602d 
and 608th Mobile Battalions (light, mo- 
torized infantry). These organizations 
represented almost all of the “regu- 
lar” combat strength for which the 
LXIV Corps had been able to find any 
transportation. Another 50,000 troops 
were still on the way, including rear 
elements, afoot, of the 16th and 159th 
Divisions', army, air force, and navy 
supply and administrative units; and a 
number of security, or police, battal- 
ions and regiments armed as auxiliary 
infantry. Some units and equipment 
were entrained but unable to move 
due to Allied air attacks on rail 
bridges and switching sites. The LXIV 
headquarters, which established a 
command post at Dijon on the 4th, 
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felt that the chances of bringing many 
of these troops into the salient were 
slim. 11 

Army Group G’s problems were all 
intensified by the increasingly ramp- 
ant disorganization and depletion of 
units under its control, especially 
those now being positioned to defend 
the salient. All of these forces had 
suffered heavily from the almost inev- 
itable straggling inherent in retro- 
grade movements, and combat casual- 
ties had only increased the confusion. 
The result was a defensive order of 
battle so complex that its effective- 
ness was extremely doubtful. For ex- 
ample, north of Dijon, the LXVI Corps 
held the northern edge of the salient 
was an assortment of forces that 
Blaskowitz had been able to scrape 
together: the tankless Group Rauch of 
the 21st Panzer Division; the 608th 
Mobile Battalion and the bulk of the 
16th Division just arriving from the At- 
lantic coast; Group Ottenbacher, a provi- 
sional brigade composed mainly of 
police and security units; and a host 
of smaller combat, quasi-combat, and 
service units of all types. The mixed 
force did little to allay Blaskowitz’s 
fear of an armored attack led by 
Patton toward Nancy on the boundary 
between Army Groups G and B. 

In the west, screening the Givry- 
Chatillon outpost line, the LXIV Corps 
boasted Group Browdowski, consisting 
of the 615th Ost Battalion, the 4th Bat- 
talion of the 200th Security Brigade, a 
heavy battery of the 157th Antiaircraft 
Battalion, a provisional machine-gun 
platoon, and little more. Defending 



11 See Krasomil, “German Operations in Southern 
France,” ch. 5, “The Withdrawal of the LXIV Corps 
(18 August-4 September 1944),” CMH MS R-47. 



the southern edge of the salient, the 
IV Luftwaffe Field Corps had two major 
commands, the 189th Division and 
Group Taeglichsbeck. The remnant 
189th, temporarily renamed Group von 
Schwerin, had two weak infantry battal- 
ions, a four-piece artillery “battalion,” 
and some miscellaneous attachments, 
altogether totaling less than 1,200 
combat effectives. Group Taeglichsbeck 
included the 602d Mobile Battalion, the 
3d Battalion of the 198th Security Regi- 
ment, an engineer company from the 
same unit, three batteries of the 990th 
Artillery Battalion, and an antitank com- 
pany from the 16th Division. 

To the southeast, Blaskowitz re- 
garded the threat posed by Patch’s 
aggressive Seventh Army as equally 
worrisome, and the defenses in front 
of the Belfort Gap as little better than 
those outposting the salient. In 
answer to Wiese’s pleas for reinforce- 
ments there, he dispatched the 159th 
Division to Corps Dehner, which at the 
time had only a few police and securi- 
ty units, a couple of undependable Ost 
battalions, and a few pieces of light 
artillery. But to the south and east, 
the worn-out 11th Panzers and the 
338th and 198th Infantry Divisions 
could not have been in much better 
shape. In fact the composition of the 
Nineteenth Army’s various gruppen 
changed from day to day as more ele- 
ments of the LXIV Corps came into the 
Dijon salient and others arrived from 
the immediate army rear. Wiese, for 
example, tried to beef up the 189th 
Division in the south by adding to it 
the 726th Grenadiers of the 716th Divi- 
sion and the 2d Battalion of the 5th Cos- 
sack Regiment. Finally Hitler himself 
gave Blaskowitz permission to reorga- 
nize his forces more or less as he saw 
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fit, bringing up to strength all of Army 
Group G ’s regular formations by infus- 
ing them with “suitable” personnel 
from all branches of the armed ser- 
vices within the army group’s area of 
operation. Only certain specialists and 
technicians were excepted. The result 
was a slow but steady rise in the 
paper strength of the German divi- 
sions, but the effectiveness of the 
filled-in units remained to be seen. 
Without more training, Blaskowitz be- 
lieved that units composed of such 
fillers had little offensive capability 
and could only be expected to defend 
in place for about two or three days. 
The German defenders would have to 
continue relying more on Allied 
supply problems than on their own 
military strength to keep the attackers 
at bay. 



The Seventh Army Attacks 



Given the weak German defenses, 
the Seventh Army’s advance north- 
ward continued almost at will be- 
tween 4 and 8 September. In the 
west, the French II Corps’ 1st Ar- 
mored Division slammed into the 
ragged line that the IV Luftwaffe Field 
Corps was trying to improvise between 



t 



Givry and Chalons-sur-Saone ( Ma\ 
11), It cleared both towns by the 5tl 
and continued northward another ten 
to fifteen miles before halting on the 
6th to await fuel supplies. During the 
night of 6-7 September responsibility 
for defending the sector passed from 
the IV Luftwaffe to the LXIV Corps . 
The change made no difference to 
the French, however, who continued 
pushing north on the 7th, nearing 
Beaune and rounding up hundreds of 
stragglers from the German 16th and 



159th Infantry Divisions who were still 
trying to make their way to Dijon. In 
light of the rapid French advance, 
Wiese had already decided to begin 
abandoning the salient, and on that 
day ordered the LXIV Corps to pull its 
forces back to an area within a ten- 
mile radius of Dijon. Thus while CC 
Sudre occupied Baume unopposed on 
8 September, the other units of the 
French II Corps were busy capturing 
the growing number of German 
forces unable to reach safety. These 
included six railroad trains — one of 
them armored — full of LXIV Corps 
troops, vehicles, guns, and supplies, 
and some 3,000 troops from Group 
Bauer , another ad hoc march group 
from the Atlantic. 12 Meanwhile, Wiese 
had become increasingly concerned 
over the widening gap between the 
LXIV Corps and the rest of the Nine- 
teenth Army , as Allied forces east of the 
Saone River began their drive on the 
Belfort Gap-Vosges area. 

After regrouping and resupplying 
its forces on 3 September, VI Corps 
had begun its drive northeast on the 
4th, heading in the general direction 
of Besancon on the Doubs River 
about fifty miles away. Initially 
O’Daniel’s 3d Division led the attack 
with Dahlquist’s 36th Division on the 
left and Eagles’ 45th in the rear. On 
the corps’ right, or eastern, flank, the 
3d Algerian Division, the only French 
I Corps unit to have moved up to the 



12 Group Bauer started out of southwestern France 
as part of the larger Group Elster , which had original- 
ly numbered around 30,000 troops. About two- 
thirds of Group Bauer, mainly administrative and ser- 
vice personnel, escaped past Dijon, but the 19,000- 
20,000 troops of Group Elster s main body surren- 
dered to the U.S. Ninth Army far west of Autun on 
16 September. 
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Lyon area, kept abreast of the Ameri- 
can units. The rapid Allied advance 
gave Wiese no time to establish any 
kind of defensive line forward of the 
Doubs River, and the LXXXV Corps 
had to struggle to construct even a 
thin defensive screen there. 

Approaching Besancon on the 
morning of the 5th, lead elements of 
the 3d Division began probing 
German defenses and seeking suitable 
water crossings east and west of the 
town. Corps Dehner, responsible for de- 
fending the Besancon area, still had 
little more than a few security units 
under its control, but Wiese had rein- 
forced it with a battalion-sized task 
force, including a company of tanks, 
from the 11th Panzer Division and was 
currently hurrying the 159th Infantry 
Division into the sector from Dijon. 13 
Wiese intended to make a stand here, 
if only to give the rest of his forces 
more time to move into their defen- 
sive sectors. However, on the 5th the 
supporting units of the 11th Panzer Di- 
vision were about to depart the area, 
leaving Besancon defended by a few 
88-mm. guns and crews from an anti- 
aircraft unit, some engineers, a naval 
artillery unit, one security battalion, 
and elements of two reconnaissance 
battalions. 

As the 3d Division brought up its 
strung-out forces for a major effort 
against Besancon on 6 September, 
Truscott considered having the 3d 
and 45th Divisions bypass the town 
on the east and allowing units of the 
117th Cavalry and the 3d Division to 



13 Army Group G had reassigned the 1 59th Division , 
with five infantry battalions, from the LXIV Corps to 
the Nineteenth Army on the evening of 5 September, 
after it had arrived in the Dijon area from the Atlan- 
tic coast. 



screen any German forces there. 
Later on the 5th, after 3d Division 
troops had discovered an intact 
bridge west of the town, he discussed 
the possibility of outflanking Besan- 
con from the opposite side. However, 
trouble late in the day farther east 
caused him to abandon the entire 
idea of bypassing the German de- 
fenses. At Baume-les-Dames, eighteen 
miles east of Besancon, the 3d Algeri- 
an Division’s 4th Tunisian Tirailleurs 
had rushed over the Doubs using a 
damaged bridge, but were then se- 
verely mauled in a German counterat- 
tack by the 11th Panzer Division. With 
its other elements scattered south and 
southeast of Baume, the French re- 
quested immediate American assist- 
ance. 

Meeting with Bethouart and the 
commander of the 3d Algerian Divi- 
sion on the morning of the 6th, Trus- 
cott decided that it was too risky to 
simply bypass the German strong- 
points and that they would have to be 
taken by force. To accomplish this he 
proposed that his 3d Division seize 
Besancon, the 45th Division move 
against Baume, and the 3d Algerian — 
its front somewhat narrowed — launch 
a concentrated thrust toward Montbe- 
liard. 

Meanwhile, during the night of 5-6 
September, Wiese had again been 
busy reorganizing his defenses. First, 
he placed the LXXXV Corps headquar- 
ters, which had been controlling the 
sector west of Corps Dehner, in charge 
of the Belfort Gap defenses, leapfrog- 
ging it to the east and replacing it 
with the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps from 
the southern border of his now col- 
lapsing salient. Second, he moved all 
11th Panzer Division elements out of 
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30th Infantry, 3d Division, Crosses Doubs River at Besancon, September 1944. 



the Besancon-Baume region, shifting 
them well east of the winding Doubs 
and onto the most direct approaches 
to the Belfort Gap. At the same time, 
he attempted to fortify Corps Dehner’s 
weak defenses with the arriving 159th 
Division. 

Along the Doubs River these shifts 
did the Germans little good. O'Daniel 
managed to move his 3d Division 
troops across the Doubs and occupy 
the wooded hills around Besancon, 
thereby surrounding the town before 
the German defenders could react ef- 
fectively. Despite a garrison that now 
totaled about 4,200, the strongpoint 
fell late on 8 September after about 
two days of desultory fighting, during 
which over half the defending troops 
were captured or made casualties. 



Subsequently Wiese had to withdraw 
what remained of the 159th Division 
for a complete overhaul. 

West of Besancon, Dahlquist’s 36th 
Division reached the Doubs River line 
on the 6th, pushed aside the weak 
338th Division elements defending the 
area, and, while advancing northeast 
of the Doubs on 8 September, 
bumped into the IV Luftwaffe Corps’ 
198th Division as it was attempting to 
move across the rear of the German 
front to launch a counterattack 
against Besancon. A day-long battle 
between the two units around St. Vit, 
ten miles west of Besancon, saw the 
German forces routed, convincing 
Wiese that another general withdraw- 
al was in order. 

East of Besancon, Allied operations 
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Tanks of 45th Division Advance in Vicinity of Baume-les-Dames, September 1944. 



proceeded more slowly. Lack of 
strength in the forward areas because 
of transportation and supply prob- 
lems were the major culprits, and 
there was little that Patch or Truscott 
could do to solve these difficulties 
quickly. On 7 September the 45th Di- 
vision’s 180th regiment crossed the 
Doubs southwest of Baume with no 
opposition, forcing 11th Panzer Divi- 
sion elements to evacuate the town on 
the evening of the 8th to avoid encir- 
clement. To the southeast, the 3d Al- 
gerian Division made some progress 
toward Montbeliard, but was firmly 
halted eleven miles short of the city 
by the bulk of the 11th Panzer Division , 
which had finally been infused with 
some new equipment. By then it was 
also evident that the French could not 



really pose a strong threat to Belfort 
until Bethouart’s I Corps could bring 
more of its divisions up to the front 
line. For now, a successful drive on 
Belfort would depend entirely on 
Truscott’s VI Corps. 

To the Belfort Gap 

By the evening of 8 September the 
Nineteenth Army had begun another 
major withdrawal along with the rest 
of Army Group G’s forces. The Seventh 
Army’s advances through St. Vit, Be- 
sancon, and Baume in the south made 
a continued stand along the Doubs 
River pointless; and, in the west, the 
French I Corps drive on Dijon was 
rapidly puncturing the German sa- 
lient. Moreover, OKW had changed 
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the proposed counterattack assembly 
area from the vicinity of Dijon to that 
of Nancy, much farther north. Thus, 
with just about all of the units arriv- 
ing from the Atlantic coast that could 
be expected, the so-called salient had 
outlived its usefulness. However, 
Blaskowitz could not order too deep a 
withdrawal. Patton’s Third Army was 
still moving east, and OB West had 
just transferred control of the 
German First Army — formerly on Army 
Croup B s left, or southern, wing — to 
Army Group G . The change made 
Blaskowitz responsible for launching 
the Hitler-proposed armored counter- 
attack from the Nancy area against 
the Third Army. Although the army 
group commander could now afford 
to have the bulk of Wiese’s Nineteenth 
Army pull back to the Vosges, a cer- 
tain portion of it plus the entire First 
Army would have to remain west of 
the mountains to defend Lorraine. 14 

To effect these changes, Blaskowitz 
directed the LXVI Corps to withdraw 
its forces east thirty-five miles from 
Chatillon-sur-Seine to Langres, fifty 
miles north of Dijon. From Langres 
the LXVI Corps ’ new front was to 
stretch north some twenty miles to 
Chaumont, where it would then swing 
northeast to Nancy. He also instruct- 
ed Wiese to pull the LXIV Corps back 
to the Saone, abandoning Dijon, and 
even farther east should French ad- 
vances make it necessary; at the same 
time, Blaskowitz gave him permission 
to withdraw his forces from the 
Doubs River back to the northeast. 
Wiese, in turn, began pulling the di- 



14 The ensuing contest between the U.S. Third 
Army and the German First Army is the subject of 
Cole’s The Lorraine Campaign. 



verse elements of the LXIV Corps , the 
IV Luftwaffe Field Corps , and Corps 
Dehner back to the east and northeast 
in an attempt to establish a new de- 
fensive line centering around Vesoul, 
a road and rail hub at the base of the 
Vosges some thirty miles northeast of 
the Doubs River line. Only in the far 
southeast, where the 11th Panzer Divi- 
sion and assorted battle detachments 
held the Allied forces at bay before 
the Belfort Gap, did the Nineteenth 
Army's front appear relatively stable. 

During 7 and 8 September the 
LXIV Corps redeployed the weak 716th 
and 189th Divisions to the Auxonne- 
St. Vit area, and prepared to move 
back even farther east on the 9th. In 
what had now become the Nineteenth 
Army's center, Petersen’s IV Luftwaffe 
Field Corps began falling back ten 
miles to the Ognon River. There 
Wiese wanted Petersen to establish an 
intermediate defensive line with the 
198th Division and Corps Dehner (now 
little more than a regimental-sized 
task force of the 159th Division) in the 
center; the 338th Division on its right, 
or western, wing; and a new forma- 
tion, Group Degener, on its left, or east- 
ern, wing. 15 Composed of several odd 
police and security units, some provi- 
sional infantry companies organized 
from stragglers assembled at Belfort, 
and a couple of 88-mm. antiaircraft 
batteries, this patchwork organization 
was reinforced with a battalion 
combat team from the 11th Panzer Di- 
vision and later by a new provisional 
security regiment. With Group Degener 



15 The group commander, Brig. Gen. Joachim De- 
gener, had formerly commanded the 997th Feldkom- 
mandantur and had led one of the IV Luftwaffe Field 
Corps columns out of southern France. Group Degener 
had initially operated under LX XXV Corps control. 
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anchoring the corps’ left wing at 
TIsle-sur-les-Doubs, and the 338th Di- 
vision holding the corps’ right at 
Ognon, about ten miles north of St. 
Vit, Wiese hoped that he could tie his 
center defenses into those of the 
LXIV Corps , retreating from the sa- 
lient. However, before the new posi- 
tions could be firmly established, 
Truscott’s VI Corps was again on the 
move. 

On 9 September Truscott ordered 
his three divisions to wheel to the 
east, pivoting on the 45th Division 
in the TIsle-sur-les-Doubs region. 
O’DanieTs 3d Division, in the center 
of the VI Corps line, had the mission 
of taking Vesoul, while Dahlquist’s 
36th, on the corps’ left, was to swing 
wide to the north, keeping east of the 
Saone River, and end up in the 
Vosges foothills. Above the 36th Divi- 
sion, the 117th Cavalry was to screen 
the corps’ northern flank and tie into 
the French II Corps as it pushed east 
from Dijon. 

Resuming its advance on the 10th, 
the 3d Division encountered strong 
resistance along the approaches to 
Vesoul by Corps Dehner and the 198th 
Division , but, just to the west of the 
3d, Dahlquist’s 36th Division pene- 
trated the defending 338th Division s 
positions before the unit had time to 
deploy all its forces. Regarding 
Vesoul as critical, Truscott considered 
sending the bulk of the 36th to assist 
the 3d. However, on the night of 10- 
1 1 September, Wiese decided to pull 
both the battered 338th Division and 
Corps Dehner out of the line, and again 
move the boundary between the LXIV 
Corps and the IV Luftwaffe Field Corps 
eastward, thereby leaving Vesoul de- 
fended only by the weak 198th Divi- 



sion. Apprised of these changes, Trus- 
cott held back the 36th Division, but 
finally approved its reinforcement of 
O’DanieTs units when the 3d Division 
proved unable to wrest the town from 
a German garrison that was larger 
than expected. 16 Finally, about noon 
on the 12th, with units of both the 
36th and 3d Divisions beginning to 
surround Vesoul, the LXIV Corps or- 
dered an immediate evacuation, and 
by 1500 that afternoon General 
O’Daniel pronounced the town 
secure. 

Southeast of Vesoul, the 45th Divi- 
sion had less distance to travel, but 
the hilly terrain in its area favored the 
defense, and Group Degener , reinforced 
with armor, gave little ground without 
a fight. The German failure to hold at 
Vesoul finally forced Wiese to pull 
Group Degener back, but he quickly 
used it to form a new line defending 
the northern approaches to the Bel- 
fort Gap under the LXXXV Corps , and 
further reinforced the area with the 
159th Division , somewhat reorganized 
and strengthened after its ordeal at 
Besancon. Below the 45th Divi- 
sion, I Corps’ 3d Algerian Division 
still lacked the strength to make much 
of an impression on the 11th Panzer 
Division , now reinforced by Regiment 
Menke , a provisional infantry force op- 
erating in the more rugged terrain 
near the Swiss border. 

During 13 and 14 September, Trus- 
cott’s three divisions completed their 
wheeling movement against the Bel- 



16 The exact composition of the Vesoul garrison is 
unknown, but it apparently consisted of the 602d 
Mobile Battalion (formerly with Group Taeglichsbeck at 
Dijon), elements of the 189th and 198th Divisions , 
and two understrength security regiments, all now 
controlled by LXIV Corps after the boundary shift. 
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The Champagne Campaign Comes to a Close 



fort Gap, moving up to the towns of 
Fougerolles, Luxeuil, Lure, and Vil- 
lersexel. To the north, units of the 
French II Corps from Dijon began to 
arrive above the 36th Division, and in 
the south leading elements of the 
French I Corps occupied the sector 
from the 3d Division’s southern flank 
to the Swiss border. In the German 
center the LXIV and IV Luftwaffe Field 
Corps appeared nearly broken; neither 
was capable of deploying more than a 
confusing medley of ill-trained and 
poorly armed provisional units in the 
path of the American advance. Trus- 
cott felt that the Nineteenth Army was 
close to collapse and, on the 14th, 
planned to launch what he expected 
would be a final push into the Belfort 
Gap. However, early on 14 Septem- 



ber he received new orders from 
General Patch canceling all current 
operations. Both the Seventh Army 
and the VI Corps had now come 
under the authority of Eisenhower’s 
SHAEF headquarters, whose oper- 
ational priorities and objectives did 
not envision possession of the Belfort 
Gap as especially significant. Up to 
now Patch, Truscott, and de Lattre 
had operated almost independently, 
with only loose supervision on the 
battlefield from General Wilson, the 
Allied commander-in-chief of the 
Mediterranean theater, through his 
deputy, General Devers. After 14 Sep- 
tember, however, the plans of Patch 
and his principal commanders would 
have to conform to a larger oper- 
ational framework dictated by 
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SHAEF. For all purposes the cam- 
paign of southern France was official- 
ly over and a new one begun, one in 
which the Mediterranean-based Allied 
army would obviously play a lesser 
role than before. 

An Evaluation 

By this time the Seventh Army had 
chalked up an impressive record. The 
success of Anvil from an operational, 
tactical, and technical point of view 
was obvious. Despite the shortage of 
amphibious shipping and the con- 
straints on planning and training, the 
execution of the operation had been 
almost flawless. From the German 
perspective, Blaskowitz and Wiese 
probably could not have prevented 
the Allied lodgment, but their re- 
sponse had been more disorganized 
than warranted, and the timely with- 
drawal orders saved them further em- 
barrassment. Once ashore, Truscott 
had no intention of remaining within 
the beachhead — as had his ill-fated 
predecessor in the Anzio debacle 
barely six months earlier — and nei- 
ther did Patch and de Lattre. Despite 
subsequent speculation over the pos- 
sibilities of the battle at Montelimar, 
any extra fuel and vehicles that Patch 
might have been able to bring ashore 
under a different loading configura- 
tion would probably have gone to the 
French divisions driving on the vital 
ports, and not to Truscott’s VI Corps. 
An even greater reshuffling of the 
Anvil assault force would probably 
have changed little as well. The two 
French armored divisions were inex- 
perienced, and the three mobile 
American infantry divisions could not 
have moved very far north whatever 



additional support units were brought 
ashore until at least Toulon had been 
secured. Nor could Patch or Truscott 
have foreseen the complete disorgani- 
zation of the German defenses in 
northern France prior to the start of 
Anvil. The Allied commands were 
unable to confirm the breakout from 
Normandy until the failure of the 
Mortain counterattack on 10 August, 
and by the time that the American 
and Canadian forces in the north 
were beginning their attempt to close 
the Falaise Pocket on the 13th, all 
500 or so Anvil invasion ships were 
loaded and ready to sail. Moreover, a 
German collapse in the north did not 
guarantee a German withdrawal in the 
south, however logical that course of 
action may seem in retrospect. 

Clearly Truscott’s efforts to trap 
the Nineteenth Army and speed up the 
advance of the VI Corps northward 
along the Besancon-Belfort axis to 
within striking distance of the Rhine 
River had not succeeded. Nor had his 
forces been able to split the front of 
the rapidly retreating Nineteenth Army 
or to isolate those units in the Dijon 
salient. The Germans had repeatedly 
been able to shift their forces more 
rapidly and defend key areas more te- 
naciously than either Truscott or 
Patch had believed possible. Never- 
theless, it was equally clear that the 
French would not have been able to 
concentrate their forces east of Lyon 
quickly enough to have undertaken a 
similar drive, especially since any 
delays would have made the advance 
toward the Belfort area even more 
difficult. As at Montelimar and Lyon, 
Truscott and Patch had once again 
shown a willingness to take a calculat- 
ed risk, taking full advantage of the 
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campaign’s momentum and ready to 
capitalize on any errors their oppo- 
nents might make. Had they attacked 
toward Belfort on a narrower front, 
they might have had more success, 
but such a maneuver would also have 
exposed the VI Corps’ left, or north- 
ern, flank to a German counterattack 
and in addition would have allowed 
Wiese to concentrate more of his own 
forces along the immediate and more 
defensible approaches to the gap. In 
any case, a rapid seizure of the gap 
itself would not have necessarily 
opened up the Alsatian interior and 
the Rhine valley, since the Seventh 
Army’s logistical problems would 
have multiplied even further. 

Logistical problems, mainly fuel 
and transportation shortages, played 
a major role in slowing down the 
Allied advance in both northern and 
southern France. Increasing the allo- 
cations of fuel and trucks to the initial 
assault force might have helped some- 
what at Montelimar, but could not 
have substituted for the seizure and 
rehabilitation of the larger ports, es- 
pecially Marseille. Their early con- 
quest by de Lattre’s aggressive 
French units gave the Seventh Army 
an important supply edge over the 
Normandy-based Allied armies, al- 
though this advantage would dissipate 
as the distance between the Mediter- 
ranean harbors and the battlefield 
grew ever longer. By the time the 
Seventh Army had reached the Mo- 
selle, American engineer units had re- 
stored the ports, but they were just 
beginning the frantic effort to repair 
and expand the French north-south 
railway system. Other critical factors 
slowing the progress of the Seventh 
Army during early September includ- 



ed the lack of close air support, wors- 
ening weather, and general troop fa- 
tigue. The first problem was a logisti- 
cal and engineering one solved by the 
gradual displacement of airfields 
north, but answers to the other two 
were more elusive. 17 

Troop fatigue, affecting both offi- 
cers and men, was difficult to quanti- 
fy. On 9 September General Butler, 
who had returned to his post as as- 
sistant VI Corps commander after 
Montelimar, noted the declining ag- 
gressiveness of the front-line troops 
and a tendency to rely more often on 
artillery and mortar fire in small 
combat engagements. 18 This reluc- 
tance to close with the enemy — to rely 
more on firepower than on maneuver 
on the battlefield — was, he felt, a sign 
that the combat troops and especially 
their leaders were beginning to tire, 
psychologically if not physically. By 
that time the VI Corps had advanced 
some 300 miles from its Anvil assault 
beaches in just twenty-six days (Eisen- 
hower’s SHAEF forces had taken 
ninety-six days to cover a similar dis- 
tance) and the actual travel mileage 
was obviously much greater. The 3d 
Division’s command post, for exam- 
ple, had moved along some 400 miles 
of French roads on its way north from 
Alpha Red to Besancon, and many 
other units, such as the 117th Cavalry 
Squadron, had covered even more 
ground. According to one participant, 
the VI Corps headquarters units 
became so adept at moving that 
“those fellows could knock it down 



17 For a more detailed treatment of logistics and 
air support, see chapter 1 1 . 

18 Msg, Butler to Truscott, 091900 Sep 44, Entry 
100, VI Corps War Rm Jnl, 9 Sep 44. 
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and, just like Ringling Brothers 
[Circus], set it up again” at a mo- 
ment’s notice. 19 In the rear areas, the 
American and French advance north- 
ward had indeed been somewhat of a 
circus. Most Seventh Army soldiers 
had come on foot because of the criti- 
cal shortage of trucks, which was ag- 
gravated by the continuing need to 
divert almost all vehicles to support 
the lengthening supply lines. In the 
French formations, de Lattre’s offi- 
cers drafted civilian autos, river boats, 
horse carts, and any type of function- 
ing captured vehicles that could fur- 
ther the movement of troops and sup- 
plies north. Finally, although the 
SHAEF troops had certainly seen 
more fighting, they were also a larger 
force, able to distribute the rigors of 
the campaign over many more divi- 
sions; while in the case of the Seventh 
Army, most of the advance had been 
accomplished by a smaller number of 
units operating without respite. Thus, 
after pushing an average of ten miles 
per day, normally on foot, through 
German-defended territory, the for- 
ward infantry units of the Seventh 
Army had understandably begun to 
wear out as they approached the Bel- 
fort Gap and the Vosges Mountains. 

Casualties also began to influence 
VI Corps’ effectiveness. As of the 
evening of 9 September the corps had 
suffered over 4,500 battle casualties 
(including 2,050 killed, captured, or 
missing) and some 5,300 nonbattle 
casualties. Of the nearly 9,900 losses, 
about 2,900 men had been returned 
to duty; although the corps received 



19 Robert F. Ensslin (a former VI Corps G-2 staff 
officer), “SOD Program,” MS (29 Sep 77), in Theo- 
dore J. Conroy Papers, MHI. 



around 1,800 replacements, it was 
short about 5,200, mostly infantry- 
men. French casualties were slightly 
higher, although spread out over a 
greater number of units. 20 With most 
of the Allied armies in both France 
and Italy in the same situation, there 
was general competition for infantry 
fillers that, for the time being, could 
not be fully satisfied except by canni- 
balizing new units or turning support 
units into rifle formations — solutions 
that had only adverse effects in the 
long run. 

Weather was another important 
consideration. Inclement weather 
almost always penalizes the attacker 
by reducing the mobility of military 
forces. By 9 September the French 
autumn rains had begun in earnest; 
streams were rising, and cross-coun- 
try movement was becoming progres- 
sively more difficult. Trails and dry- 
weather roads turned into quagmires, 
forcing most vehicles to rely on paved 
routes, many of which were deterio- 
rating rapidly under heavy military 
traffic. In addition, the overcast 
weather reduced the amount of air 
support available, greatly limiting its 
ability to interdict German move- 
ments during September. Terrain was 
also a factor, for by 9 September both 



20 The figures cited are only estimates based on 
conflicting statistics from Seventh Army G-l, G-3, 
and G-5 sources; HQ, VI Corps, records; and the 
records of VI Corps’ major subdivisions. French cas- 
ualty figures are especially difficult to arrive at, and 
in both armies the attachment and detachment of 
various units and the accounting of FFI losses great- 
ly complicated all strength and casualty summaries. 
Officially, VI Corps records indicate that it had an 
assigned strength of 64,430 troops and an effective, 
or presen t-for-duty, strength of 62,145, for a short- 
age of 2,285; but the “assigned” strength may not 
reflect “authorized” strength or even the strength 
of the units when they first landed. 
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the VI Corps and the French I Corps 
were well into hilly, often wooded 
ground that gave many advantages to 
the defense. The combination of all 
these factors — transportation, supply, 
fatigue, weather, and terrain — thus 
began to blunt the edge of the Sev- 
enth Army’s combat power, especially in 
the final drive toward the Belfort Gap. 

An accurate appraisal of the 
German actions is difficult. Finally 
forced to make a stand between Dijon 
and Belfort, Wiese and Blaskowitz 
had managed to hold the area for a 
few critical days before retiring to the 
Vosges and the gap. If the conduct of 
the defense had lacked a certain grace 
and finesse, at least it was handled 
well enough to avoid a catastrophe. 
Despite the makeshift character of the 
successive defensive lines, Wiese was 
becoming more skillful at presenting 
a continuous front to his pursuers, 
thus guarding his own flanks and, by 
persevering, keeping the Seventh 
Army well away from the German 
border. The losses of both Army Group 
G and the Nineteenth Army, however, 
had been staggering, and Truscott’s 
estimate that Wiese’s forces were 
close to a total collapse was correct. 
Between 3 and 14 September the Sev- 
enth Army had captured another 

12.250 Germans, about 6,500 of them 
taken by VI Corps troops. Adding the 
nearly 20,000 men of Group Elster, 
which had been cut off west of Dijon, 
the Allies had now captured roughly 

65.250 men that Army Group G had 
tried to extricate from southern and 
western France. To this figure must 
be added the 31,000 German prison- 
ers taken at Toulon and Marseille by 
the French, the 25,000 left hopelessly 
isolated in Atlantic coast garrisons, 



and some 10,000 prisoners taken by 
the U.S. Third Army from units that 
Army Group G had dispatched north of 
Dijon to protect its weak right flank. 
The grand total of prisoners alone 
(plus the troops isolated on the west 
coast) came to 131,250, over 40 per- 
cent of Army Group G’s original 
strength on 15 August. 

From available sources it is impos- 
sible to ascertain with any degree of 
accuracy the losses in killed and 
wounded among the units employed 
by Army Group G through 14 Septem- 
ber. Estimates run as high as 7,000 
killed and three times that number 
wounded. If so, Army Group G, as of 
the evening of the 14th, had incurred 
at least 143,250 casualties, over half 
of its strength a month earlier. 21 

The German units that survived 
both the arduous trek out of southern 
and southwestern France and the 
fighting against Seventh Army’s 
French and American forces certainly 
did not resemble cohesive combat or- 
ganizations by 14 September. All 
units were grossly understrength and 
underequipped; not one of the Nine- 
teenth Army s divisions deserved the 
title. The German troops were tired — 
even more than the VI Corps infan- 
trymen — and their logistical system 
was a shambles. The 338th Division 
had fewer than 3,200 men left on its 



21 The percentage loss is somewhat greater if the 
two divisions with about 10,000 troops, transferred 
to OB Southwest, are left out of consideration. Diffi- 
culties arise when factoring into the strength and 
loss figures the many provisional units, such Regi- 
ment Menke , and the many other police units turned 
into light infantry. The figures in the text thus re- 
flect only the losses of Army Group G as it existed on 
15 August, including Luftwaffe, naval, and Army Area 
Southern France troops. The figure of 143,250 does 
not include the Atlantic coast garrisons. 
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rolls, and of these only 1,100 were 
combat effectives. The 159th Division 
had less than 3,500 effectives left; the 
716th Division probably had 3,250; the 
198th not more than 2,400; and the 
189th less than 1,000. And many of 
these “effectives” were not experi- 
enced infantrymen at all, but a mix- 
ture of police, administrative, and lo- 
gistical support, navy, and other 
fillers thrown into depleted units as 
cannon fodder. The 11th Panzer Divi- 
sion, which had reached Lyon almost 
completely intact, had suffered heavy 
losses between 3 and 14 September, 
ending up with only 6,500 men, of 
whom only 2,500 were in line combat 
battalions. In addition, the panzer di- 
vision had lost all but a dozen of its 
tanks and was down to two operating 
self-propelled guns. Furthermore, the 
Nineteenth Army’s many provisional 
kampfgruppen had lost up to 30 per- 
cent of their strength during the same 
period, but no one could tell exactly. 

The good news for Army Group G’s 
soldiers was the increasingly favorable 
defensive terrain into which their 
units were now withdrawing as well as 
the reduced frontage they would have 
to defend. Already, German support 
units were constructing hasty de- 
fenses in the Vosges Mountains and 



repairing and reorienting old fixed 
French fortifications in the Montbe- 
liard-Belfort area. Reserves were 
building up in and around Belfort, 
while a steady flow of better trained 
replacements and newer equipment 
had begun to arrive from Germany 
for the units facing VI Corps. Be- 
tween 14 and 19 September, for ex- 
ample, the 11th Panzer Division’s oper- 
ational tank strength more than dou- 
bled, even though the unit lost more 
tanks during that period. Army Group 
G’s supply lines had also grown much 
shorter, making the almost traditional 
logistical problems of the German 
Army less pressing. The approaching 
winter weather promised to decrease 
even more the effectiveness of Allied 
air attacks and to hide German mili- 
tary movements and dispositions from 
Allied observation. On the other 
hand, the German Army had just 
about run out of space to trade for its 
survival in the west. If the Allied 
armies could engineer a major break- 
through in the weakly held German 
lines before the defenders had a 
chance to recover, the collapse that 
Truscott had hoped for might well 
follow. Nevertheless, for both sides 
one major campaign had ended and a 
new one was about to begin. 




CHAPTER XI 



Supporting the Campaign 



Military support operations were 
vital to the campaign in southern 
France, strongly influencing both the 
operational course of the Allied 
armies and their rate of advance. Of 
the many aspects of military support, 
logistics was by far the most critical to 
the ground combat forces. Like most 
contemporary land armies, the Sev- 
enth Army needed to provide an 
almost continuous supply of fuel and 
ammunition to its various fighting, or 
tactical, components in order to be 
successful on the battlefield. The 
availability of such supplies often de- 
termined whether the army would 
conduct defensive or offensive oper- 
ations as well as the nature and dura- 
tion of these operations. This supply 
capability, in turn, depended on the 
establishment and maintenance of a 
land and sea logistical pipeline that 
began in the American industrial 
heartland and wound its way through 
many intermediate bases as well as 
through various transport modes to 
ports in Europe, and from there to 
the users in the field. At each of the 
many way stations along the route to 
the front lines, such supplies might 
encounter administrative or physical 
difficulties, or bottlenecks, which 
could threaten the operation of the 



entire pipeline, whether on the pro- 
duction line, at sea, or during the 
complex transferral of cargoes from 
ocean-going to ground depots and 
land transportation facilities at one of 
the European ports. With the battle 
of the Atlantic won by 1944, the next 
logistical campaign took place on the 
beachheads and in the ports of 
Europe, with Allied military success 
on the Continent heavily dependent 
on the transfer of men, materiel, and 
supplies from ship to shore as quickly 
as possible. 

At this stage, the availability of am- 
phibious vessels was critical for the 
initial deployment of Allied ground 
tactical units in Europe, and the ac- 
quisition of continental ports was cru- 
cial for maintaining these forces logis- 
tically. Early in the war Germany’s 
logistical difficulties in North Africa 
and on the Russian front demonstrat- 
ed the folly of giving such matters in- 
adequate attention. The American 
and British high commands, more fa- 
miliar with the difficulties in support- 
ing overseas campaigns, were better 
prepared, although their own logisti- 
cal problems often seemed to belie 
their greater experience. 

Tactical air support was less critical 
given the weakness of the Luftwaffe at 




